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A VIEW on tHe BANKS oF rue THAMES ar KINGSTON. 


Sal be eed 
> “? on the banks of the Thames, 
<> T <> has often excited the atten- 
Ces #2 tion of our moft celebrated ar- 
fren e"™ tifts, many of which have 
lately been given to the public, yet many 
more beautiful {cenes remain unnoticed ; 
we fhall, therefore, in our future numbers, 
occafionally exhibit them for the enter- 
tainment of our readers. The view here 
prefented was drawn from nature, from a 
place above Kingfton bridge, which ter- 
minates the profpe&t. The houfes feen 
on the oppofite if 


HE many pifurefque views 


de of the river, is the 
{mall village called Hampton Wick ; the 
villa in the front, at the time this draw- 
ing was made, was in the poffeffion of 
the Widow Barnard, and known by that 
name. 

The town of Kingfton being of great 
antiquity, a brief account of it may not 
be unacceptable to our readers : 

Kingfton, a town in Surry, received 
its name from having been the refidence 
of feveral of our Saxon kings, fome of 
whom were crowned on a ftage in the 


market place. It is a populous and well 
built place, and in the reigns of Edward 
the Second and Third, fent members to 
Parliament. Here is a {pacious. church 
with eight bells, in which are the piftures 
of the Saxon kings who were crowned 
here ; and alfo that of King John, who 
gave the inhabitants of this town their 
firtt charter. Here is alfoa wooden bridge 
of twenty arches, over the Thames; a 
free {chool erected and endowed by Queen 
Elizabeth ; an alms-houfe, built in 1670, 
by Alderman Clive, for fix men, and as 
many women, and endowed wiih Jand to 
the value of 80]. a year; and a charity 
{chool for thirty boys, who are al! cloath- 
ed. The fummer affizes for this county 
are generally held here. There is a gal- 
lery on the top of a hill that overlooks 
the town. A houfe called Hircomb’s 
Place, in this town, was the feat of the 
famous Earl of Warwick, ftiled, The 
fetter up and puller down of Kings.— 
Befides the above bridge, there is another 
of brick, over a te that flows from a 
fpring, which rifles Tour miics above the 
“Fs town, 
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town, and within the diftance of a bow 
fhot from its fource, forms a brook, that 
drives two miles. Here is a good market 


Account of the Obfequies of Henry IT. 


for corn, and the town carries on a cons 
fiderable trabla 





SiR, 


To the Enitor of the WestminsTER Macazine, 


THE following Defcription of the Ceremonies obferved at the Obfequies (commanded 
by Queen Elizabeth) for Henry the Second of France, being curious and particus 
Jar, hope you will give it a Place in your entertaining Colleétion. 








HENRY If. of France departed this 
lite at Paris, in the month of July, 
and the ‘Queen, according to the cuttom 
of princes, in fhewing honour to each 
other, even at their deaths, appointed his 
obfequies to be folemnly obferved in the 
chief church of her realm, the Cathedral 
of St. Paul’s, London, which was done 
the 8th, and gth days of September, be- 
ginning the funeral pomp according to the 
ulage of thofe times, on the eve of one 
day, and continuing and finifhing it on 
the morning of the day enfuing. 

The attendants on thefe obfequies were, 
Sir William Paulet, Marquis of Win- 
chefter, and Lord Treafurer, chief mour- 
ner, who walked alone ; then the Lord 
William Howard, Baron of Effingham, 
Lord Chamberlain, and Henry, Lord of 
Burgavenny; then the Lord Dacres, of 
the South, and Henry Cary, Baron of 
Hunflen; next, William Brook, Lord 
Cobham, and Henry, Lord Scrope; then 
the Lord Darcy, Lord Chiche, and Sir 
Richard Sackyile; after them, Charles, 
fon and heir to the Lord William How- 
ard, and Sir Edward Warner, Lieutenant 
of the Tower, two and two; four Bi- 
fhops, all eleé&ts, namely, Dr. Mathew 
Parker, Archbifhop ele& of Canterbury, 
Grindal, Bifhop ele&t of London, (but 
he, by reafon of ficknefs, was abfent) 
Scory of Hereford, and Barlow of Chi- 
¢chefter, (the Bifhops had black gowns 
given them, and eight black coats apiece 
tor their fervants) then the French Am- 
baflador, two Gentlemen U fhers, the King’s 
ef Arms, Heralds, and Purfevants ; Of- 


ficers of the Houfhold, of the Wardrobe, 
and others, 


fi a: & 
The garnifhment of the hearfe 

came to a $0 13 03 
The Majetties ~~ 97 18 03 


Tam, yours, &c, 
0, L, 





k. & d, 
The helmet, mantles, fword, 
Ce. — 

The carpet of velvet for the 

communion table 
Bannersandpenfils  =— 

Hangings, and covering the 

ground in the chancel eo 48 04 0% 


14 00 06 


come 


16 13 0% 
168 08 og 


Duties of St. Paui’s church 43 06 08 
The charge of black cloth for 

the moyrners, and other 

officers — 251 13 08 
Charges of dinner _ 38 03 11 
Hire of the hearfe — a6 00 00 
Reward to the clerk of the 

wardrobe _- ©5 08 60 
Offerings 09 17 04 
The dole — TO 00 08 


The whole expence was the Queen's, 
which in all, with fome other charges not 
here fet down, coft her 789]. yos. 19d. . 

But to give fome account of the fune- 
sal ceremonies, and the rather, becaufe 
now they were not fo much as were ately 
ufed under popery, the religion being not 
reformed, but altered, and the grofler 
fuperftitions cullomarily obferved before, 
were now omitted. On Friday, Sept. &, 
when the hearfe was folemnly brought 
into the church, and every man placed, 
whereas the ancient cuftom was, for one 
of the heralds to bid aloud the prayer for 
the foul departed, faying, Pray for the 

Sout of, &c. now there was an alteration 
in the words, for York Herald, ftanding 
at the upper choir door, bade the prayer, 
(as it ufed to be called, but now more 
properly the praife) firft in Englifh, and 
after in French, Bezoiff foiet eternal, &c. 
Bleed be the King of eternal glory, who 
through his divine mercy, hath tranflated 
the moft High, Puiffant, and Vidtorious 
Prince, Heery 1. late the French King, 
{rom this cartbly to bis heavenly king dom. 

F “Which 
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‘ch words he ufed again at the end 
Y benslibe, and at the end of the fer- 
vice. And again on the morrow, at 
times accattomed, the Archbifhop of Can- 
tecbury, in his furplice, and doétor’s 
hood on his fhoulders, who did execute, 

n the fervice, affifted by the Bifhops 
of Chichefter and Hereford, appavelled as 
the Archbifhop, and by two of tlie Pre- 
bendaries, in their grey amices, And 
frft, certain Pfalms of praife were fun 
for the departure of the dead in the fait 
of Chritt, inftead, 1 fuppofe, of the Dirige. 
Afier that, one chapter of the book of 
Job, (perhaps taken out of the Dirige) 
and then certain like Pfalms. After that 
was read the xvth chapter of the firft 
epiftle to the Corinthians, which ended, 
Magnificat was fung, and laftly, the lat- 
ter part of the evening prayer. sn 

All things ended, they returned in like 
order as they came, except the banner 
left in the chureh, to the Great Chamber 
within the Bifhop’s Palace, where they 
had a void of wine and fpices, and other 
things; and after they had taken order to 
meet there again by eight of the clock in 
the morning, they fhifted them and de- 
parted. 

Saturday, the 9th of September, about 
the hour affigned, they met together at 
the faid Bifhop’s Palace, and about nine 
of the clock they proceeded up to the 
hearfe as the day before, and all bein 
placed as before, the three Bithops eledt 
incopes, and the two Prebendaries in grey 
amices, came forth of the veftry unto the 
tables of adminiftration, and then York, 
Herald, began the prayer as before ; 
then the communion office began, and 
proceeded forward until the offering, 
when the Chief Mourner proceeded, the 
Oficer at Arms, and Gentlemen Ufher 
before him, with his train borne, the reft 
of the mourners following him,’ but he 
alone offered, being a piece of gold for 
the head penny ; and he and others re- 
turned to the end of the fervice. Then 
the faid Chief Mourner, with Clarencieux 
before him, again proceeded up, without 
any ftate, and offered for himfelf, and re- 
turned to his place. Then the Lord 
Chamberlain, and the Lord of Burga- 
veny, with two Heralds before them, pro- 
ceeded up and offered, and returned and 
took their places. In which like order 
offered all the other eight mourners, two 
after two. The money for them to of- 
et, had been before delivered to them b 

enner, Gentleman Ufher. Then of- 
ered the Ambaffador of the French Kin 83 


‘amendment of life to live well. 


173 
then the Lord Mayor with his brethren, 
followed him, but offered not ; then Sir 
William St. Low, with Roage Dragon 
before him, offered the banner to Claren- 
cieux, &c. 

The offering finifhed, the fermon be- 
= by ele& of Hereford, (the ele&t of 

ndon, who fhould have preached, being 
fick) his.anthem, that is, his text, being 
Veutet bora, G nune eft quando mortyi 
audient vocem Filii Dei, &c. The hour 
frall come, and now is, when the dead 
foall bear the voice of the Son of God, 
and they that hear foall live. Whereupon 
he declared, and proved the laft day not 
to be far off, and therefore perfuaded 
And 
farther, he endeavoured to pacify both 
parties of the people, that it feems now 
freely uttered their minds, according as 
they ftood affected to religion; the one 
party thinking and faying, how the cere 
monies ufed for burial were too many 3 
yea, rather, that none at all ought to be 
ufed for the dead; the other thinking 
them to be too few. Hence he took occa- 
fion to fhew, out of divers ancient authors, 
the order of the burial of the dead in the 
primitive church, and how the fervice at 
the fame, was to give praife to God, for 
taking away their brother in the. faith of 
Chrift, which felf-fame order they had 
now obferved, and were about to fulfil 
and obferve. As for the reftof the ceres 
monies there ufed, which were but few, 
feeing they were not contrary to the faith 
of Chrift, nor yet contrary to brotherly 
and Chriftian charity, but for the main- 
tenance thereof, the rather to continue 
amity between both princes, which charity 
efpecially doth command, therefore ought 
to be obferved, and not gainfaid. But 
for the ceremonies, for that they were 
neither beneficial to thofe which were 
alive, nor yet to the parties deceaied, nor 
yet according to the order of the old fa- 
thers and primitive church, they were 
therefore now taken away and abolifhed, 
After this, commending the royal per+ 
fon departed, for his worthy and noble 
chivalry, and valiant heart, as well in 
profperity as adverfity 3 together with 

reat commendation of his chafte life, 
sees himfelf only to his own wife, bee 
ing a rare thing, he faid, in princes, he 
made an end. 

After the fermon concluded, they went 
forward tothe communion. At the time 
of reception thereof, the Lord Chambers 
lain, the Lord Dacres, and Sir Edward 
Warner, rofe up and went to the table, 

: where 
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where knee.ing together with the three 
Bihhops, they all fix received the commu- 
nion; the.reft, it feems, of the nobility 
here prefent were not yet fo well recon- 
ciled to the new way of receiving the fa- 
crament, as to partake at this time of it. 
All which ended with the other fervice, 


which finifhed, York again bade the prayer 
as before; this done, the mourners and 
others returned to the Bithop’s Palace jg 
order, where the faid Lords and Ambaf. 
fadors, and all othe:s which had attended 
thefe exequies, were treated witha 
dinner, and {0 departed with pleafure, 





For the WESTMINSTER MAGaziIne, 


DESCRIPTION OF WARKWORTH CASTLE, NORTHUMBER, 
LAND, 1) 


[ Iluftrated with a beautiful Engraving. ] 


Wy AKKWORTH was formerly the 
Barony of Roger Fitz Richard, who 
held it by the fervice of one knight's fee. 
It was granted to him by King Henry II. 
together with the manors of Corbrig, &c. 
‘Thefe were confirmed to him by Richard 
J. He married Elianor, one of the 
daughters and co-heirs of Henry de Effex, 
Baron of Rafhleigh and Clavering, and 
had by her Robert, furnamed Fitz-Roger, 
to whom King John, in the firft year of 
his reign, confirmed the grant of the fee 
of inheritance of the caftle and manor of 
Warkworth, with the appurtenances made 
by his father, us beneficially, and as en- 
tirely as it was held by Henry I. And in 
the fifth and fixth year of his reign, that 
King likewife granted to the faid Robert, 
the manors of Newburn, Corbrig, and 
Rothbury. Refpeéting the laft, was a 
elaufe, prohibiting any one to hunt in the 
foreft thereunto belonging, without li- 
cence from the faid Robert, or his heirs, 
under the penalty of forfeiting to them ¢ll 
the shorfes and dogs concerned in fuch 
trefpafs, and alfo a fine to the King of ten 
pounds. 
~ This Robert died about the 12th of 
King John, leaving iffue by Margaret, 
daughter and fole heirefs of William de 
€aiienetto, alias Cheney, and reli&’ of 
Hugh de Crefly, one fon, called John, 
and furnamed -Fitz-Robert; to whom 
King John, in the 14th year of his reign, 
confirmed the caftle and manor of Wark- 
worth, to be held by the accuftomied fer- 
vice of one knight’s fee ; alfo the manors 
of Rothbury, Corbrig, Clavering, and 
divers others, under the famefervices and 
conditions by which they were held by 
his father. He married Alda, heirefs of 
Hugh de Baliol, and left at his death 


three fons; the eldeft of which, Roger 
Fitz-John, fueceeded to the inheritance of 
his baronies and manors. He died feifed 
thereof the 33d of Henry TIT. leaving 
iffue, Robert, furnamed Fitz-Roger, the 
fecond of that name, an only child, and 
at the time of his death very young.— 
This Robert married Margaret, daughter 
of the Lord de la Zouch, and dying in 
the 3d of Edward IT. left an only fon, 
named John, who took upon him the 
name of Clavering, leaving the ancient 
fafhion of framing furnames out of the 
Chriftian names of their fathers; this, 
according to Camden, was in obedience to 
an order made by King Edward J. 
This John de Clavering, in confidera- 
tion of a grant for life of certain crown 


Jlands, in the counties of Norfolk, Suffolk, 


and Northampton, eftimated ar os). 
2s. 1d. per annum, with the confent of 
Hawifia his wife, made over to King Bi- 
ward II. the reverfion in fee of his barony 
and caftle of Warkworth, with the ma 
nots of Rowbury, (Rothbury) Newbure, 
and Corbrig, then valued at 7ool. per 
annum, provided he fhould die without 
iffue male. ‘This reverfion King Edward 
III. in the fecond year of his reign (John 
de Clevering being then living) granted 
to Henry de Percy and his heirs, to be 
held by the accuftomed fervices, which 
grant was two years afterwards confirmed 
by the Parliament; and John de Claver- 
ing dying that year, the King direéted by 
his writ, dated the’24th of January, thet 
the feveral baronies and manors fhould be 
delivered to him, which was accordingly 
done. This grant was in lieu of a fee of 
gcomarks, which the King had engaged 
to pay to Sir Henry Percy, then Governor 
of Berwick, during life, as the on 

nicle 
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te of Alnwick Abbey fays, out of the 
joms of Berwick, which’ ftipend was 
agreement to ceafe, as foon as Percy 
ine poflefied of thefe manors. ' 
In the Percy family Warkworth caftle 
mtinued, being handed'down from fa- 
+ to fon, all the time of Henry, till 
eighth of Richard If. -annor'384, when 
2 Scots having taken the cattle of Ber. 
ick, by bribing’ the’ perfon ‘to whom 
ry Percy, firt’ Earl of Nerthuinber- 
ind, had entrufted the keeping thereof ; 
he Duke of Lancafter, then a great ene- 
ny to that nobleman, accufed him of trea- 
op before the Lords, and even procured 


is condemnation, and. the..confequent 


nffeation of his eftates ; but the Earl © 
wing retaken Berwick,,and made, bis. . 


nnocence apparent, was again reftored to 
hishonour and eftates, 
In the fueceeding réign‘of King Henry 
NV. when that King quarrelled with the 
Percys, who had ‘helped himito:the crown, 
his cattle was taken from the Earl of 
Nérthumberland, and beftowed upow Sir 
Robert Umphre Ville, Kut. in whofe 
pofeffion it continued till the reftoration 
the Percy family, in, the fucceeding 
ig. John Harding, the author of the 
old Metrical Chronicle; who was can- 
fable of Warkworth caftle at that time, 
mentions a very remarkable cixcumftance, 
viz. that the Percy family,. in taking up 
ams againft King. Henry IV. had been 
excited to this meafure by. their brother 
Peers, who afterwards deceived them. 
After the reftoration of the Percy fa- 
mily, in the fecond. year.of King Henry 
V. this caftle continued in poffeffion of the 
Eals of Northumberland, till at, the 
conclufion of the,civil. wars of York and 
Lancafter, tais great family was again at- 
tainted, being involved in the ruin. that 
attended the Houfe of Lancafter, to which 
they were firm adherents. Accordingly,. 
in the firft Parliament of King Edward 
1V, Henry Percy, fon ..of Henry Percy, 
third Earl of Northumberland, who had 
been fain at the battle of Towton-fields, 
was attainted, and the eftates forfeited 
were given away to gratify fome of the 
priucipal adherents of the Houfe of York. 
But this cloud foon blew over; for in 
the 12th year of King Edward IV, in the 
Parliament held at Weftminfter in Oc- 
tober 6, the King fitting in the chair of 
flate, in the Painted Chamber, this Henry 
Percy was reftored in blood to the Earl- 


dom of Northumberland (of which he 
was fourth Earl) and to all fueh heredi- 
taments of Henry Percy his father; the 


| I7§ 
late Earl, as came to the King’s hands ; 
and the attainder was madéjoid, 

Thefe eftates then » among 
— was bate eh caftle, were fuc- 
ceffively enjo is fon and grandfon, ' 
the fift So tate Is of Northumber- 
Jand ; but, on the death of the’ lait of 
thefe, they came again into poffeffion of 
the crown. For Sir Thomas Percy, Knt. 
brother and heir to Henry Percy, fixth 
Earls having been executed and attainted,' 
for being concerned in what was called 
Atke’s rebellion, anno 29, Henry ViTl.- 
1538, the Earl his brother had, witha 
wife precaution, Jeft all his eftates to the 
crown, in order te keep them entire,: till 
the family fhould be again reftored, 

Accordingly fo i happened ; for after 
the execution and attainder of John Dud- 
ley, who had been created Duke of Nor- 


‘thumberland by King Edward VI. the 


Percy family was again reftored, in 1557, 
to! ail their honours ‘and eftates, in the 
perfon of Tho. Percy, fon of Sir Thomas 
abovementioned, whom Queen Mary, by; 
her Letters. Patent, (dated 3 and 4 Philip 
and Mary) advanced to the dignities of 
Baron Percy, &c. and Earl of hum-. 
berland, and rein{ftated. him in all | the 
eftates of his anceftors that were then in» 
the crown ;:of which the barony: and: 
caftle of Warkworth were a part... But. 
this Thomas, who was the feventh Earl, 
of Northumberland, unfortuuately .en-: 
gaging with the: Earl of Weilmoreland, 
in the great Northern infurre&tion. again» 
Queen Elizabeth, in 1569, was, after) 
having been kept :prifoner-in Scotland two 
years, delivered up tothe Queen's of- 
ficers in the North, and beheaded at 
York, on the 22d of Auguft, 1572.) 
However, by virtue of the intails in the 
laft creation, the titles and eftates were 
not forfeited to the crown by the attainder 
of Earl Thomas; but. defcended to his 
brother Henry Percy, eighth Earl of Nor-: 
thumberland ; and pafied through his fe- 
veral fucceffors, till at Jaft the Earldom 
became extinét, on the death-of Jofceline: 
Percy, the eleventh Earl, who died with- 
out iffue male, in 1670 3. but the baronies. 
and eftates devolved (in right of his mo- 
ther, the Lady Elizabeth Percy, only 
daughter of Ear! Jofceline,,and wife of; 
Charles Duke of Somerfet) to Algernon 
Seymour, Duke of Somerfet, who, during 
the life of his father, took his feat in the 
Houfe of Peers as Baron Percy, &c. But 
this nobleman (having then only one 
daughter, Elizabeth, wife of Sir Hugh 
Smithfon, Bart,) was in the 23d ieee 
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Il. 1749, created Baron Warkworth of 
Warkworth Caftle, and Earl of Nor- 
thumberland, with remainder to his fon- 
in-law, Sir Hugh Smithfon ; who, on the 
death of faid Duke Algernon, thus fuc- 
ceeded to the Earldom of Northumber- 
Yand, and his lady became in her own 
right Baronefs Percy, Luey, Poinings, 
Fitz-payne, Brian and Latimer, With 
thefe titles defcended the great eftates of 
the Percy family in Northumberland, and 
this Caftle and Barony of Warkworth. 
"After this fhort hiftory of the inheri- 


Anecdote of King James. 


tance, &c. of the Caftle of Warkwor 

it may be only needful to add, that; 

beautiful fituation and elegant frugas 
rendered it for many ages the favouriy 
refidence of the Percy-family. Mos, 
the earls of Northumberland appear ,, 
have refided here, when their affaiys ,, 
quired their prefence in Northumberlan, 
and their larger eaftle of Alnwick (whi 

is only 10 miles from Warkworth) wy 
rather ufed as a military fortrefs, and §] 
led with a garrifon, than as a place of 
domeltic abode, 
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An ANECDOTE or KING JAMES, 


{From Dr. Henry’s Hittory of Great-Britain. 


KING JAMES, having raifed an army 
to oppofe a formidable invafion, di- 
rected his march towards the borders; 
and about the end of June, encamped at 
the town of Lauder. At that place a 
cruel and unexpected tragedy was acted, 
which threatened the ruin of the king and 
kingdom, Archibald Douglas, earl of 
Angus, was at this time the moft power- 
ful nobleman in Scotland, having obtained 
from the crown many of the eftates of the 
exiled earl of Douglas. He was married 
to a daughter of the late regent Robert 
lord Boyde; and though he was not in- 
volved in the ruin of the Boydes, he fe- 
cretly refented the feverity with which 
they had been treated, and was deeply 
engaged in the treafonable {chemes of the 
duke of Albany. This potent ear! had a 
private meeting in the night-with the no- 
blemen and gentlemen of his party, in 
the church of Lauder, to confult about 
the deftruétion of the royal favourites, as 
the moft effeétual means of diftreffing the 
king, and defeating the prefent expedi- 
tion. At this meeting one of the members 
repeated the following fable :. «* The mice 
({aid he) held a meeting, to confult about 
the beit means of preferving themfelves 
from the cats, One moufe propofed to 





hang a bell about the cat’s neck, that, by 
its ringing when the cat moved, they 
might have warning of their danger. But 
when it was afked, who will bell the cat? 
none of them had fo much courage.” The 
earl of Angus, taking the hint, cried out, 
I will bell the cat; which procured him 
the nickname of Archibald bell the cat, 
ever after. Having formed their plan, 
they left the church ; and, attended bya 
body of armed men, entered the royal 
tent early in the morning, and there feized 
fix of the king’s moft favoured confidents, 
viz. Robert Cochran an architest, mafter 
of the works, Sir William Rogers, a mu- 
fician, Thomas Prefton, James Hommel, 
William Torfefan, and one Leonard, 
John Ramfay of Balmain, a young gen- 
tleman of a good family, was faved, by 
clafping the king in his arms. After up- 
braiding the king in very fevere terms, 
for {pending his .time in fuch unworthy 
company, they carried off the fix unhappy 
victims, and hanged them over the bridge 
of Lauder. The king, ftruck with con- 
fternation at this crue] outrage, retired, 
with his uncle the earl of Athol, and fome 
other noblemen, to the caftle of Edin- 
burgh, or (as fome hiftorians report) was 
carried thither, and guarded as a prifoner. 





C 


For the WestTMINSTER 





177, J 


MacGaZine. 


MINUTES asp OBSERVATIONS, LITERARY, POLITICAL, 
axnp MISCELLANEOUS, 


For. 


gin CE our laft, the world, which is 
ever lofing fome of the beft, and ad- 
vancing the intereft of fome of the wortt 
of men, has been deprived of the follow- 
ing uleful members of fociety. 

Mr. Levell, a famous altronomer, at 
Peterfburgh, in his 47th year. 

The Abbé Arnaud, Member of the 
French Academy, and Academy of In- 
fcriptions. In the, memoirs of the latter 
he has publifhed feveral ingenious works. 
Of thefe two we mean to procure and 
prefent to our readers fome account. 

Dr. Thomas Livingfton, Fellow of 
the Royal College of Phyficians in Edin- 
burgh, and many years an eminent phy- 
fician and furgeon at Aberdeen. A con- 
fiderable time before his death, he men- 
tioned to fome confidential friends, that 
that event would happen fuddenly. One 
evening he vifited a patienc as ulual, but 
in leaving the houfe found himfelf indif- 
pofed, and returning, begged to reft ona 
bed, on which he expired immediately. — 
He was the author of many ingenious 
cafes, related in the Medical Memoirs of 
the Times. To that part of the country 
where he lived, his lofs is irreparable, as 
his fkill in performing feveral capital ope- 
mations, particularly lithotomy, was un- 
rivalled. A. correfpondent has promifed 
tofurnifh us with a few memoirs of this 
gentleman, which we fhall lay before our 
readers. Hedied in the 57th year of his 
age, March 9. ; 

The Rev. Richard Walter, A. M. 
Chaplain to Portimouth Dock-Yard., He 
friled with Lord Anfon in his famous 
voyage, as his chaplain, and we mention 
him as the reputed author of the account 
of that voyage. It was written, how- 
ever, by Mr, Robins the engineer.—We 
may mention, from the fuggeftion of a 
torrefpondent, that in this monthly ac- 
count of the deaths of eminent men, we 
ean principally, if not only, to include 
hofe men who have been diftinguifhed 


Hor merit in fcience. 





From a late number of Nicholl’s Biblio- 


reca Topographica Britannica, a work 
APRIL, 1785, 


ar mR LS, 


1785. 


which does credit to our modern Stepha- 
nus, we extrac the following account of 
the library belonging to the Archbithop 
of Canterbury's palace at Lambeth.—The 
lower library has been lately much aug- 
mented. 1. By the noble legacy of 
Archbifhop Secker, who had expended in 
his life time upwards of 3001. in arrang- 
ing and improving the MSS library at 
Lambeth. This generous prelate having 
obferved with concern, that this lib 
had received no acceflions fince the deat 
of Archbifhop.Tenifon, made it his bue 
finefs to colle& boeks in all languages, 
from moft parts of Europe, at a very 
great expence, with a view of fupplying 
that chafm; which he accordingly did, 
by leaving at his death, out of his pri- 
vate library, all fuch books as were not 
in the epifcopal one before, which com- 
prehended by much the largeft and moft 
valuable part of his own colleétion. He 
alfo bequeathed to the manufcript library 
a variety of learned and curious traéts, 
letters, &c. written by himfelf, to be 
preferved there under the fole care of the 
Archbifhop for the time being, and to be 
infpe&ted by no one without his Grace's 
permiffion, 2. By the generofity of the 
late Archbifhop Cornwallis, who, befides 
adding thereto many valuable books in his 
life-time, cauled a very curious collec- 
tion of old printed tra&ts and pamphiets 
(from the reign of King Henry VIET. to 
that of Queen Ann) which had long lain 
here vundigetted, to ‘be methodifed, and 
bound in fixty volumes. And fince his 
Grace’s death, forme valuable articles have 
been prefented by his accomplifhed lady, 
who tock great delight in this library, 
which fhe vifited almott every day. The _ 
whole number of printed books herein 
depofited is at prefent at leaft 25,000 vo- 
lumes.—This account is given by Dr. 
Ducarel, thé librarian, who has filled that 
office fince the year 1757, under four 
fucceeding bifhops, and to whom the pub 
lic are much indebted for the care and ate 


‘tention he has beftowed. 


Mr. Du Friche de Valaz@, in a hook 
jut publithed in France, on penal laws, 
Zz lays, 
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lays down the following pofitions :—— 
¢¢ That univerfal morality ought always 
to be the bafis of penal laws ; where fe- 
verity is afelefs, the penal law which en- 
jOins it is a bad one. Severity is ufelefs, 
when the end which it propofes can be 
obtained without it, The end which it 

ropofes is public fafety and tranquillity.” 
Tine book is ingenioufly written, and 
may be perufed with great profit, but this 
is one of thofe fubjeéts concerning which 
experience only can be our guide, as that 
experience diftinétively belongs to diffe. 
rent nations. What a chaos would fol- 
low, if countries were to exchange each 
ethers penal laws ? England, however, 
may be faid to be the only country, in 
which penal laws produce no effeét tend- 
ing to morality, the public fafety, or 
tranquillity, for thefe are more and more 
jnjured in proportion to the great numbers 
who fuffer by our penal laws, 


A new fpecies of entertainment was 


Letter from Dr. Fobnfon to bis Biographers: 


prefented to the public during Lent, by 
Mc. Henderfop, of Coveot-Garden The. 
awe, and Mr, Sheridan, fen. author of 
fome.works on rhetoric, the dictionary 
&c. This confifted oF -a fele&ion of 
beauties from various authors, which thefe 
gentlemen, for feveral nights, read to 
very-crouded and fafhionable audiences, 
The price of admiffion was yos, 6d, for 


two perfons. The profits of the feyeral 


nights are faid to amount to 16001, which 
was divided between the two orators,— 
The poem of Fob Gilpin, in our lat 
Magazine, was one of the levities by 
means of which Mr. Henderfon provoked 
burfts- of laughter from his audience, 
Mr, Sheridan read principally grave ex. 
traéts, while the Shandean, gay, and hn- 
morous parts, fell to Mr. Henderfon,— 
A bungling imitation’ of this entertain. 
ment has been attempted in London, and 
fome other parts of the kingdom, the na- 
tural confequence of its fuccefs, but with. 
out any part of its merit or effect. 
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A LETTER rrom De. SAMUEL JOHNSON 1n rue SHADES, 
to wis BIOGRAPHERS, 


GENTLEMEN, 


N the departure of a man who has 

contributed to encreafe the multifa- 
rious produétions of the pen, and who has 
out-lived the follies and exacerbations of 
youthful fpirits, and the friends who were 
his cotemporaries, it is.common for-the 
furvivors to lament his lof as ihe father 
of literature, and the venerable guardian 
of its deareft rights. This honour has 
alrcady been paid to me. in language ra- 
ther infpired by the folemnity of the-oc- 
gafiun, than regulated by the conviStion 
of uuth. Attempts have already been 
made to {well the biographical volume by 
a relation of my attions, and. propofals 
have been iffued for that purpote by ge- 
niufes cf various and di{cordant powers, 
‘Thefe are circumftances which, if it had 
been poffible, might have gladdened my 
heart while alive, but I can now only 
feel gratitude which induces me to addrefs 
you on the fubject. Whatever praife or 
blame you may beftow on me, can avajl 
nothing now, as J am far removed from 
the horizon of the envious eye, and arm 


ed, for eternity, againft the * flings and 
arrows of outrageous fortune.” 

Yet, Gentlemen, although your cen- 
fure can affect no change here, nor your 
commendation {well the vaineft mind, it 
is not for me to remain inattentive to your 
occupation. Though clothed in the gar- 
ments of invifibility and. immortality, I 
feel myfelf ftrongly impelled to offer fome 
cautions refpecting the work in which you 
deem it an honour to be engaged, As 
you are generoufly emulous to excel, be 
alfo calmly patient while he addreffes you 
whofe ations you arg about to tranimt 
to pofterity. 

- The purpofe to be ferved by biography 
is to inftru& the head, and improye the 
heart of the furviving. An indiferimi- 
nate and ill-judged panegyric adds to the 
number of ufelefs works. It deceives the 
young reader, who finds an ideal charac- 
ter defcribed, and who is apt to fret a 
the abfence of that ratiocination which 
might improve his heart by fuch deduc- 
tion as proceeds fiom fagts, and appeal to 
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the judgment. To trace aétions to their 
true fource, to draw confequences from 
finple facts, divelted of all ornament, to 
poiat out dangers, and embellith virtue 
by her fuccefles and triumphs over the 
enemy of our fouls, to conceal no fail- 
ing that may be dangerous, to deny accefs 
to no truth that may be initruétive, and 
to give no character but with the ftriéteft 
adherence to veracity, is the province of 
the moral and philofophical biographer, 
The dangers to be avoided, are, thofe 
effufions of friendthip in which vices are 
termed failings, and failings unavoidabie 
weaknefes. ‘Lo give an egrels to {pleen, 
perhaps long contracted and confined, or 
to communicate trifles with the big con- 
feguence of important truths, is to em- 
ploy the pen at the expence of an indul- 
gent and deluded public, Although cen- 
jure cannot reach the dead, indifcriminate 
praile affeéts the living moft injarioufly, 
The life of a man of letters affords 
but little {cope tor the commentary of the 
hiftorian, the argumentative proceis of the 
philofopher, or the ad{cititious orna- 
ments of the poet. Yet the paffion of 
curiofity rages for gratification, and not 
to add to the heap of anecdote, is to de- 
prive the greater part of readers of their 
chief pleafure. It was my lot to be the 
fubje&t of much converfation during a 
long life, and the friends whom habits of 
intimacy and confuetude reconciled to my 
manners, are eager to indulge the world 
with all they know of the departed Samuel 
Johnfon. J need not add, that fame con- 
filts almoft entirely in words. | An intereft 
in the minds of the virtuous is the beft 
fame, but that is only to be difcovered, 
where the writings of a literary man give 
ftrength and effect to virtue, and take 
from vice its verefimilitude to happinefs. 
To continue on this fubjett longer were 
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to revive a {pirit of dictation,-which I 
perhaps aflumed. too frequeotly when in 
the world. Impute none of my aions 
to motives of which I never was con- 
{cious ; and when you mention, as trutli 
muft oblige you to do, thofe errors of 
which I was guilty, and from. which no 
man is free, point them outin the ftrongeft 
light; bring them forward, and call 
them deformities, .weaknefles, and pres 
judices, which every man ought to be 
afhamed of, and not obftinately encou- 
rage. If you will give me praife, dwell 
on that part of my time which was em- 
ployed in enforcing the beauty of virtues 
truth, and piety. In manners do not 
fall into extremes—I was neither a Chef- - 
terfield, nor a Diogenes, but peculiarity 
of temper obliged me to copy the rough 
manners of the latter, even when,I ac- 
knowledged the fuperior convenience and 
focial effeéts produced by the former, 
There are writers who delight in givs 
ing praife—There are alfo who glory in 
an opportunity to blacken the reputation 
of the dead. Both may write a {plendid 
piece of biography—It may be elegant— 
it may even be learned, but it cannot be 
true, or inftruétive. It may fthow the 
talents of the writer, but it leayes the 
fubjeé&t in obfcurity, It may pleafe 
the prefent age, who indulge in preju- 
dice, and it may be read by polterity, 
but pofterity will then be deluded bya 
lic—In a word, let the pure diéiates of 
truth guide your pen. Confider that you 
write for others, and not for yourfelves— 
*¢ Nothing extenuate nor aught fet down 
in malice.” Your undiftinguifhing flat- 
tery may pleafe and deceive the worlds 
but cannot pleafe or deceive the now iim- 


mortal 
SAMUEL JOHNSON. 
E.ysium. 





SS ce. Se 
[ See our Iaft, p- 133. ] 


W E proceed in our analyfis of Mr. 

Warton’s edition of Milton’s fmal- 
All we mean is to give our 
readers an idea of the plan of the work, 
a mode of information which we begin to 
adept, concerning writings of fuperior 


ler poems. 
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merit to the common, and we truft that 
our readers will be more edified by this 
method than by an indifcriminate confure 
or applaufe of any book, 
“© My volume,” fays Mr. Warton; 
s¢ exhibits. thofé poems of Milton, of 
Ba which 
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Which a fecond edition, with fome flender 
additions, appeared in 1673, while the 
author was yet living, under the title, 
Poems upon feveral Occafins, by Mr. 
bs Milton. - Both Englifo and Latin, 

¢. In this colle&ion our author did 
not inglude his Paradife Regained, and 
Samfon Agonittes, as fome later editions 
have, perhaps improperly, done. Thofe 
two pieces, forming a fingle volume by 
themfelves, had juft before been printed 
together in 1671. Milton here intended 
only an edition of his juvenile poems, 
and to this plan the prefent edition 1s con- 
fined, except only, that two or three 
Latin epigrams, and a few petty frag- 
ments of tranflation felected from the 
profe works, are admitted. : 

s¢ The chief purpofe of the notes ts to 
explain our author’s allufions, to illuf- 
trate or to vindicate his beauties, to point 
out his imitations both of others and of 
himéelf, to elucidate his obfolete di&tion, 
and by the adduétion and juxtapofition of 
parallels univerfally gleaned both from 
his poetry and profe, to afcertain his fa- 
vourite words, and to fhew the peculiari- 
ties of his phrafeology. And thus fome 
of the notes, thofe I mean which relate 
to his imitations of himfelf, and to his 
language, have a more general effect, and 
are applicable to all Milton's writings. 

«¢ Among the Englith poets, thofe 
readers who truft to the late commenta- 
tors will be led to believe that our author 
imitated Spenfer and Shakefpeare only. 
But his ftile, exprefflion, and more ex- 
tenfive combinations of diétion, together 
with many of his thoughts, are to be 
traced in other Englifft poets, who were 
either his cotemporaries or predeceffors, 
and of whom many are now not com- 
monly known. Of this it has been a 
part of my tafk to produce proofs,” 

Mr. Warton goes on to obferve, that 
many allufions to traditionary fuperfti- 
tions are to be found in the lefler poems 
of Milton, and ‘which were likely to be 
adopted by a young poet. Hence arofe 
ebfcurities, which have been overlooked 
or mifinterpreted ; and thus the force of 
many ftrikingly poetical paflages has been 
weakened or unperceived, becaufe their 

’ origin was unknown, unexploded, or mif- 
underftood. Coeval books which might 
clear fuch references, were therefore to 
be confulted ; and a new line of com- 
mentary was to be puriued, 

** Comparatively,” adds our critie, 
“ the claffical annotator has here but litele 
t3 do. Dokter Newton, an excellent 
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fcholar, was unacquainted with 

fures of the Gothic library. oe 
more folid and rational ftudies,’ he eter 
deviated into this idle track of readin 
Milton, at leaft in thefe poems, may he 
reckoned an old Englith poet ; and there. 
fore here requires that illuftration, with. 
out which no old Englith poet can be well 
illuftrated. 

‘« Hitherto I have been fpeakin 
the notes to the Englith w Boy i; 
thofe on the PoemMata Latina, of 
which fomething has already been acci. 
dentally faid, they may have their uf in 
unfolding many paflages even to the 
learned reader. Thefe pieces contain fe. 
veral curious circumftances of Milton's 
early life, fituations, friendfhips, and 
conneétions ; which are oiten fo tran. 
fiently or implicitly noticed, as to need 
examination and enlargement. It alio 
feemed ufeful to fhew, which of the an. 
cient Roman poets were here Milton's 
models, and how far and in what ine 
ftances they have been copied. Herea 
new fource of criticifm on Milton, and 
which difplays him in a new light and 
charaéter, was opened. That Englith 
notes are joined with a Latin text, may 
be cenfured as an inconfittency, or as an 
arbitrary departure from the cuftomary 
praétice. But I know not any fatisfac- 
tory reafon, why books in a learned or 
unfamiliar language fhould be always exe 
plained in a language equally difficult. 

“* It was no part of my plan to add to 
my own the notes of my predeceflors, 
Perhaps it has happened, that fome of 
my remarks have been anticipated by Dr. 
Newton and others. Such coincidencies 
are accidental and undefigned. 1 have 
been favoured with a few notes by Mr. 
Bowle, the learned and ingenious pub- 
lifter of Don Quixote, extrafted from 
his intesleaved copy of Milton's fecond 
edition of thefe poems. A few others 
have been communicated by my brother ; 
and I am convinced that my reader will 
concur with me in wifhing, that his in- 
difpenfible engagements would have per- 
mitted him to communicate many more, 
Thefe valuable contributions are con- 
flantly marked with the names of their 
refpettive authors,” 

Tt was Mr. Warton’s intention, he 
fays, to have given a copy of Milton's 


will, but found it impoffible to procure 


it, and from the pains he took concludes 
that no fuch thing exifts, 

“« I muft,” fays he, ** add one or twe 
more circumftances relating to my = 
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€ trea MB) of this volume, which, although fu- 
rom his MM fcial and extrinfic, are neceffary parts 
e never MR. previous information. I have found 
eading, : expedient to alter or enlarge Milten’s 
nay be MM titles, which feemed to want fulnefs 
there. nd precifion, yet preferving their form 

with. bad {ubftance. Nor have I ferupuloufly 






slowed the order ufed in his own edi- 
ions, which yet I have not greatly vio- 
ited. In difturbing the feries of the 
pieces, my meaning was, not to ftudy 
capricious and ufelefs novelty, but to ac- 
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ublic diverfions, and books of afl forty. 
But Milton has made them the vehicle 
of much fancy and poetical defcription. 
It is objected that its paftoral form is dif- 
gufting. But this was the age of patto- 
ral, and yet Lycidas has but litleof bu- 
colic cant, now fo fathionable, The {a- 
tyrs and fauns are but juft mentioned. 
We cannot blame paftoral imagery and 
paftoral allegory, which carry with thea 
fo much natural painting. Let us read 
Lycidas for its poetry. It is true that 
paffion plucks no berries from the myrtle 
and ivy, nor calls upon Arethufe and 
Mincius, nor tells of rough fatprs with 
cloven heel. But poetry does this; and 
in the hands of Milton, does it with a 
peculiar and irrefiftible charm. It is™ 
faid, ** here is no art, for there is no- 
thing new.” But this objeétion will va~ 
nith, if we confider the imagery which 
Milton has raifed from local circum- 
ftances. As to mixing religious difputes 
with pagan and paftoral ideas, he had the 
authority of Mantuan and Spencer, now 
confidered as models in this way of writ- 
ing. Our poetry was not yet purged 
from its Gothic combinations, oor bat 
legitimate notions of difcrimination and 
propriety fo far prevailed, as fufficiently 
to influence the growing improvements of 
Englifh compofition. 
In our next we fhall conclude with @ 
few obfervations from the criticifms oa 
the reft of this colle&tion. 








atte commodate the reader, and to introduce 
ufe in uniformity, by a more methodical but 
> the obvious arrangement. I have endeavour- 
in few ed to render the text as uncorrupt and 
lton’s perfpicuous as poffible, not only by ex- 
and amining and comparing the authentic co- 
tran. pies publifhed under the author’s imme- 
need diate infpeétion, but by regulating the 
alio pundtuation, of which Milton appears to 
— have been habitually carelefs.” 

‘on's To give fpecimens of the annotations 
"ie on the {everal poems would far exceed the 
re a bounds we have prefcribed to ourfelves. 
and But as at the end of each poem, he adds 
and a general criticifm, we fhall fele& a few 
lifh minutes for the fatisfa&tion of our rea- 
bay ders. 

an The firft in order is Lycrpas. 

“7 Dr. Johnfon obferves, that Lycidas is 
4 filled with the heathen deities; and a 
ny long train of mythological imagery, fuch 
i as a college eafily fupplies. But it is 

fuch alfo as even the court itfelf could 

“4 have eafily fupplied, and appeared in the 
of | 
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THE whole flock of Misos, ANTis, 
A's, B’s, and Faizenps To THE 
ConsTiTUTION being exhaufted, in the 
wifdom of man another fet of fignatures 
has been invented. I may well fay in- 
vented 3 a very mine has been fprung, 
and which I belive may, if judicioufly 
ufed, fupply pofterity with fignatures to 
the lateft generations, My reader cannot 
he ignoraut, that I mean the name of the 
ancients, beth Grecians and Romans, 
their ftatefmen, poets, hiftorians, gene- 
tals, and orators, alfo their kings, ty- 
fants, and rebels, Our papers now are 


Cato, and few of them appear wi hout a 
liberal contribution of political fagacity 
from the pen of fome great ancient, whe 
has been in his grave two thoufand, or 
fifteen hundred years at leaft. This I 
cannot help calling the re/urrection of the 
dead. \t is an appearance that certainly 
will excite the attention of after ages, 
and well merits the attentive confideration 
of the prefent. Some wits may laugh at 
my gtavity on the fubjeé&t, but I am de» 
termined to enquire into the bufinefs 
which brought fo many of Plutarch and 

; Livy's 
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Livy’s heroes te England, and furely the =I have the honour of being per 
y 2 gia 8 a & pei fonally 
laughter of wits mult be turned into for- known to ARIsTIDEs. It may be te. 
row, if it be found that the {carcity of po- membered by claffical fcholars, “tha: he 
liticians is fuch as to oblige us toraife the was the molt juft and upright man that 
heathens of Rome and Greece to our af- ever lived—But he is— Woes nei t» 
&ftance. have feen what I have feen, feeing what [ 
Whether a firm belief in the doSiine of fee” — He is, a pettyfogging attorney 
the tranfmigration of fouls potfeis the Xerxes, it is recorded, recalled him from 
minds of the people of Great Britain at a banifhment into which he had been un 
this period, or whether we are again be- jultly driven, but to what purpole? Wa, 
lievers in the doftrine of ghoits and appa- it not to defend his country? And did he 
" ritions, and think that new/{paper printers, not perform the glorious tafk, did he not 
like the witch of Endor, can conjure up atchieve the memorable feat, and did he 
dead prophets, I know not—but this [ not—be it known to all modern com. 
know, that of late I have had more per- manders—did he not die poor ?—Yes, anj 
fonal communication with Greeks and for all thefe things pofterity will read of 
Romans then ever I had with Englifh, him, and record him more and more with 
Scotch or Irifhmen. Mark Antony, for pleafure—But, did he endeavour to in. 
* inftance, is my particular acquaintance; flame the mind$ of the Americans? Dig 
but time, that works many wonders, feems he condemn, in fevere and {currilous lan. 
to have deprived him of his ambition to guage, the grant of independence? No, 
poffe(s the throne of Auguftus, aswell as Did he reprobate the condu& of Lord 
of his love tor Cleopatra. Poor man! Sidney? No. Had he any connexion with 
His ambition now is to kifs the feet of the Morning Poft, Herald, or Chronicle? 
the meaneft attendants at the court of No. Did he fill a column in the Public 
Britain, and his love for Cleopatra is Ledger? Did the noble Athenian diftin. 
changed into a tolerable liking fer a guifh himfelf at Dublin, or was hea (uf. 
cheefemonger’s daughter, whom he mar-  ferer by the fire at Bofton? Finally, Was 
ried. How he might have fucceeded in he captured in America? Still the anfwer 

the Roman empire, had he lived, Iknow is, No. 

not, but fure I am, his pen fcarcely pro- But if we mention the perverfion of 
cures him the comforts of a beef-fteak and Ariftides with forrow, what fhall we fay 
a warm {tuff-coat from Monmouth-ftreet. to that of Cicero? O! Cicero, low art 
Yet Low can he complain? What right thou fallen indeed. Sullied are all thy 
has he to murmur at the untowardlinefs honours; ftale, flat, and unprofitable are 
of his fate? What, in the name of in- thy fhining talents. Thou greatelt of 
confiftency, has Mark Antony to do with orators, thou wifeft of philofophers, ‘what 
the pavement of Newgate-itreet, or the infatuation occupied thy brain when thou 
penfion of Lord Chatham? How could wouldit correst the miftakes of a blunder. 
the amorous and ambitious Roman de- ing liveryman? What is it to thee that 
fcend fo low as to pay attention to the one man is preferred to another in the cafe 
toll at Black-friar’s Bridge, or the frauds of a capital vacancy? Is it recorded in 
of Hackney-coachmen, ‘ O! what a_ thy Offices that the Chancellor of the Ex- 
falling off was here!” chequer is a good or a.bad financier ? ‘Do 
Brutus is a very fenfible man, and any of thy orations objeét to the youth of a 
not ill-acquainted with his bufinefs; nay, —promifing and able fenator? And—to go 
on many fubjects he talks very well, con- farther back ; what inducement led thee 
fideting that he is an apothecary. But to write concerning the Cock-lane Ghot, 
what has the murderer of Cafar to do and the Brentford Ele&tion? Perhaps the 
with the recovery of perfons apparently fimilarity which thou difcoveredtt between 
drowned ? Or why fhould he at one time the Scotch and the Roman drefs, was the 
join in an illiberal and perfona! abule of caule of thy exertion in favour of a bill for 
Mr. Fox, and at another time fubfcribe to introducing the former: but what reafon 
an equally untrue and unjult commenda- hadft thou ro be offended,’ becaufe an old 
tion of that gentleman, Truly, when I fervant of the crown was rewarded with a 
fee him, which is often the cafe, writing penfion to render his aft days comfortable; 
letters, with a view ‘to obftrn& the mea- as he had {pent his be& in. the-fervice of 
fares of the good government under which bis king and country? It may beethat thy 
he lives and enjoys his freedom, I eannot difinterefted ipirit animated thee on ‘this 
help faying, Et tu Brute ? eccafion; but why not preferve thy con« 
fiteatys 
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; why launch into the controverfy 
oncerning white hats, and broad-wheeled 
rriages, ot the bad-Miaped arches ot 
hondon Bridge? Did thy oratoricel pow- 
ers dire&t thee to the exhibitions of paint- 
ing’, the gravel in St. James's Park, or 
the neceflity of an Infolvent A&t? Thou 
hadt a portion of vanity even when at 
Rome. but why employ thy pen in writing 
acroftics in the morning papers, or defend- 
ing the authenticity of Rowley’s poems in 
fixpenny Magazines } Poor Cicero! I pity 
thee, traveltied as thou art into a newf- 
paper effayift, a play-going critic, and a 
fabricator of calumny! Boomed to drag 
put a miferable exiftence, which confifts of 
daily fits of animation and oblivion, and 
deprived of thofe excellent qualities for 
which Rome liftened and obeyed, and po- 
fterity admired thee ! we . 
Scip1o AFRicANUS—O Scipio! Sci- 
io! ‘why art thou Scipio! a Roman Gee 
neral! the brave conqueror of Hanibal— 
No—reverie thy charaéter as it now ap- 





pears— An Overfeer of the Roads—A 
Friend to Scotchmen.—In how many 


shapes have we feen the abilities of Scipio? 


As a foldier, the faviour ef his country, 


what could tempt you to raife civil ‘com- 

motions, and alienate the minds of the 

people from their Sovereign? As a ci- 

tizen, it was certainly no part of ‘your 

duty, but rather the worft of crimes in you 

to write a libel. Did you not difgrace 

the profeflion of arms by yuur warm de- 

fence of the Tea-a&t? And was there any 

feature in your ancient charaéter, any dif- 
pofition in your Roman mind, inclining 
you to take a more than indirect part in 
the riots of June 1780. I have heard 
much and read much of your travels and 
feats in your way to Carthage, but I never 
expected to have found you in George's 
Fields, or writing farcafms on popular 
characters. Take my advice, however, 
Jeave the counties of Middlefex and Surry ; 
betake yourfelf-to Rome ; or, if you infiit 
upon refiding in Broad St. Giles’s, or 
within the Rules of the King’s Bench, 
pray oblige the public and affume your 
priftine fpirit. Do not abufe Lord Rod- 
ney, becaufe your friend happened to be 
lefs fuccef:ful than that noble commander. 
Do not—for you know the Roman Ge- 
nerals would have’ defpifed the practice ; 
do not, I fay, write invectives againft the 
Lords of the Admiralty. And latily, 
never let me find the conqueror of Ha- 


nibal, the great Scipio Africanus, vindie . 


cating the effeminacy of the Opera fingers, 
blaming his Majefty fon beftowing a peer- 
age, vindicating patronages in Scotland, ad- 
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drefing the brokers on the fubject of om.’ 
nium, ttatitig the neceffiry of a war eltablith- 
ment, and the abufes of undervalued an- 
nuities, or writing Coxheath intelligence. 
LycurcGus. At what time Lycurgus, 
the Spartan law giver, arofe from the dead 
and came to our metropolis, I cannot with 
any degree of certainty determine, but he 
has employed his time fince in a manner 
that does him very little honour. Had he 
pofitffed no- more wifdom than we have 
found in him, one of the wife men of 
Gotham might have appeared to as great 
advantage in the immortalizing page of 
hiftory. Would that he had died during 
his firt banifhment, and riot furvived to 
play the fool and the rogue alternately in’ 
England. He was a wife man moft cer- 
tainly, and a wife man is a character to 
which I bow (when I meet with it) in 
fomble reverence, But when did Lycur~ 
gus become a party concerned in the ma- 
nufactures of Norwich, or how became he 
interefted in the growth of tobacco in Scot. 
land? He was a tender and humane pa- 
triot, who provided againft luxury, that 
he might fave his peop'e from the cruel 
punifhments which licentioufnefs is accom- 
anied with. But was it confiftent, was 
it uniformity of conduct, to rail againft 
fumptuary laws, and prove that luxury was | 
a real good to the nation ? Lycurgus abo- 
lithed the ufe of the gold coin, by that 
means, as Plutarch informs us, putting a 
ftop to the profeffion of lawyers. This 
was found policy, but what temptation led 
him to defend the peculations of Eaftern 
Nabobs? Thefe are alarming facts. Sorr 
I am to fay it, but truth bears not wei { 
finement; I depair not of next reading 
our Spartan’s defence of the E O tables, 
or of feeing Solon and him mutually aid- 
ing and affifting in the eftablifhment of 
gaming-houfes anc bagnios. 
Cwurius DenTaTus was a Roman of 
undaunted fpirit, exemplary courage, in- 
defatigable zeal and tried probity, a chae 
racter which he preferved during the whole 
of his life, but nolonger. Imported into 
this wicked life, he ceafed for ever to be 
the man of worth; he was no longer the 
patriot who deferved to be thrice Conful. 
His whole time was now taken up in writ- 
ing letters on plays and players. This at 
length became fatiating, and he turned 
politician. In this sharacter he was di- 
ftinguifhed for the peculiar malignity of 
his abufe. No character, however yood, 
found favour in his fight. No ftation, 
however elevated, was too high for his in- 
venomed fhafts. ‘Twice was he fined and 
difgraced for defamation, and twice twenty 
times 
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times did he-deferve to lofe his ears. It 
was a faying of his before he Jeft Rome, 
* that no officer deferved the name, who 
could not content himflf with a foldier’s 
portion.” Since his death we find him 
unabie to live on any pay, for very !ately 
hhe was an advocate for an increafe of pay 
to fubalterns, thinking that as they ceafed 
to be ambitious of the characrer of fol- 
diers, they had a right to be maintained 
im the character of gentlemen. Nay, in 
the height of his inconfiftency, he wrote an 
effay in defence of the opulence of the fu- 
prior clergy, although it was well known 
at Rome, that no man entertained a more 
fovereign contempt for riches. But alas! 
the name was all he could call his own, 
and how it came to pafs that a writer who 
reviled the Scotch, deluded his readers, and 
defamed the king’s minilters, dare to af- 
fame the title of Curius Dentatus, is en- 
tirely beyond my comprehenfion. 

CaTo — Yes, reader, your favourite 
Cato—I fay your's, for [ have done with 
him, or them, for the Cato’s multiply 
very fat, Not a morning paper that does 
pot exhibit a Cato—Cato was a zealous 
advocate for liberty, bot I would be glad 
toknow if that zca! was connected with his 
endeavours for and again& the action of 
the 27th of [ly ; Cato killed himflt 
after Caefar had p:oved victorious, and he 
returned from the dead, came to London, 
fettted in Fleet-ftreet, and wrote a defence 
of the game laws, Would they had 
driven a ttake through h's body, and bu- 
red him in the highway, as we ferve fui- 
cides in this country. Pe:haps he efcaped 
this ignominious punifhm-nt by the ufual 
mercitui verdict, /unacy. May that ver- 
dict never be changed, provided he can 
find no better emp'oyment than vindi- 
cating the tax on finall-beer, recommend- 
ing the Aberdeen granite, or reprobating 
the York affociations. 

ARIsTOTLE—Thou regen !--Thou 

ince of critics, and firft of preceptors ; 
[em degenerated from a Stagyrite to a 
cockney, from a juft critic to a play-going 
umpertinent! Ariftotle has at length en- 
hfied himfelf in the numerous band of 
¢ut-and-hack connoiffeurs. He does not 
feem to remember where his chief excel - 
Jence lay, e!fe would he ever have cenfured 
the language of General Burgoyne’s let- 
_ ters from America? The honourable Ge- 
wera! did not write poetry, did he? And 
how could Ariftotle fo far defcend from 
the dignity of the preceptor, not only of 
Alexander, the conqueror of the world, 
but of the preceptor of the world itfeif, ‘as 


Cato— Ariftotle—Conclufion. 


to be ferious on the tranfmutation of chy. 
racters in the Beggar's Opera. Or 4) 
defcending lower and lower, was not hig 
judgment afleep, his faculties ules, 
when he abufed Dr. Johnfon in a contro. 
verfy concerning the meaning of a gib-eq; 

As to his criticifims on plays—In them 
we look in vain for that acute know! 
of nature, which furnifhed him with {ciey. 
tific and apt expreffion on every part of g 
drama, or that knowledge of tafte and 
method which enabled himfelf to difin. 
guifh between abfurdity and wit, betweeq 
bombaft and pathos. Inflead thereof, we 
are entertained—~I cannot fay inftrnfed~ 
with an inceffant :epetition of —great pow. 
ers—out of his line—compafs of yarcee 
happy in his part—quite at home—great 
expreflion—varied tones—fund of wite 
feveral vulgarifms—fmooth language— 
coarfe expreffions—-bad drefs— improper 
aStion—tum, tum, ti, tum; tum, tum, 
ti, ti! da-capo.—-Let thefe ferve as a fj 
cimen of the employments to which we 
put the heroes of Greece and Rome, 

I de not here argue again rajfing an. 
cient heroes from their graves to. plead our 
caufe, or fight our battles. I only with 
that theiy talents were employed to better 
purpofes. Let Cicero take his feat in the 
Houfe of Commons ; he may affuredly do 
more fervice to the country in that fituation 
than in the new{papers; and, if Demof- 
henes could be prevailed on to relinquith 
the ambition of the front feat in a morning 
paper, the noble members of the Upper 
Houfe might find an able fupport in the 
thunder of his eloquence. Scipio never 
could have obtained the name of Atri. 
canus (which he did from his victories in 
Africa), had he employed his time and 
abilities in abufe of a certain noble Com- 
mander, or in cenfuring the condu& of a 
Jate Commander in Chief. No—If Sci- 
pio wifhes to gain frefh honours, aud be 
equally celebrated by the Englifh as by the 
Roman hiftorian, let him go to Gibraltar, 


and obtain the additional name of Hi. — 


fpanicus. If Ariftotle be ambitious to 
improve the ftate and fhine in his vocation, 
let him review and republifh his own 
works, which from their peculiar ftile 
give no little trouble to ftudents, Let 
him tranilate them into Englifh, and not 
confine his means of acquiring and diftri- 
buting knowledge to the lobby of the play- 
houle, or an honorary feat in the green- 
room. If Lycurgus would give laws to 
England, let him fhut up his counting- 
houfe in St. Mary Axe, exchange the 
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pd purge them Of their fuperfluities. And 


® not hig et not the Spartan lawegiver imagine that 
teks, he rank of deputy, or warden, intitle’ 
er yaa hin to the attention that is due, or the 
‘fail merit that belongs to a fenator. His 
re friend Solon, the Athenian, lately re- 
bh a moved to Cripplegate, had better beware 


of putting in any claims on the patience 


ipa ofaprinter, until he has learned fome- 
‘a thing of the fubje& of his lucubrations. 
Ms Let him not think that giving good ad- 
of, a vice to anation, is as eafy as giving good 
PW id §lver in change of a guinea to a cuftomer. 
pow. [gg Bill-books and battles are very different 


things; the meafures of government can- 
not be weighed like figs and currants. 
In a word, if the ancients muft revifit this 
world, let them come arrayed in all thofe 
virtues which made them great, and which 

referved their names to the prefent time. 
But if they come naked and deftitute of 
their priftine worth, we fhall find in them 
nothing but the proftituted hirelings of 
minifters, the ignorant encouragers of 
fation, and the determined enemies of 
the peace, virtue, learning, and happinefs 
of this country. 

When I firft fat down to confider this 
fubject, T intended to have included fome 
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fayifts parading in Greek, Roman, and 
old Englith dreffes (like the afs in the 
lion’s fkin) appears to be their entire ig- 
noratice of the characters which they af- 
fume. They likewife mifconceive their 
own charaéter and intention’, and they 
lofe that refpe&t which all men ought to 
have for the dead. They think, perhaps, 
that if the writer, or his fubjeét, has re- 
ference to any one trait of the ancient’s 
chara&ter, or works, it is fufficient. A. 
punfter, of this opinion, wrote a quib~ 
bling letter toa newfpa per fome years agos 
and figned it Cicero, becaufe Cicero, in 
his fecond book De Oratore, betrays a 
fondnefs for puns and quibbles. But is 
Cicero known to the world as a punfter ? 
Certainly not—he is known as an orator 
and philofopher. As well may a great 
man, fulpeéted of bribery, fign his letter 
Bacon, becaufe that wifeft of men lies 
under the fufpicion of corruption. As 
well may a proftitute fign herfelf Pope 
‘foan, becaufe that lady bore a natural 
child during her pontificate. As well 
may a butcher fign Cardinal Wolfey, from 
knowing the near relationfhip between a 
butcher at Ipfwich, and thai celebrated 
favourite of Henry VIIT. As well may 
—hut why multiply inflavces? Let none 
affume the fignatures of Greek and Roman 
heroes, patriots or philofophers, except 
they poffefs all their virtues. If this ad- 
vice be followed, it is probable we fhould 
fee but few Ciceros and Scipios, eager to 
ferve their country, and ambitious to earn 
the laurel. 











da remarks on the refurreétion of great men 
- of more modern times, fuch as Alfred, 
ih William, Sydney, Hampden, Oliver 
a Cromwell, &c. But as thefe perfonayes 
“ have been employed in much the fame 
he manner as the Greeks\ and Romans, I 
me need not befpeak my readers attention ta 
= their cafe, 

in The principal caufe of our diurnal ef- 
id 

le 

a 

is Sir, 

e 

e 

, 


moft remarkable—Mean time, 


London, April 13, 1785. 


in Saxony, 
moft infolent fe& 
APRIL, 1785, 
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Among the luxuries tbe enjoyed in London, that of lounging at the old book- ftalls 
in Moorfields, Holborn, Whitechapel, &c. is to me none of the leaft. In thefe 
places we frequently have opportunities to pick up books of great curiofity, and 
which are truly fcaree and valuable, and at a price fo fmall as not to merit attention. 
—I frequently contrive my walks fo as to fall in with fome of thefe ftalls, and 
other day met with an old book, containing a curious account of ancient Heie~ 
tics, fome extraéts from which may prove entertaining to your readers. 
are of this opinion, I fhall now and then fend you a tranfcipt of the lives of the 


If you 


Iam, Sir, your moft obedient, &c. 


ANTIQUARIUS, 


ACCOUNT or THOMAS MUNTZER. 


Hei mibi quot facras iterans baptifmatis undas 

Muntzerus fiygiis millia tinxit aquis! 
ABOUT the year 1471-2, there rofe up whom Nicholas Storkius was no ordinary 
near the river Sales, a perfon:—They prefamptuoufly boafting 
of enthufiaits, among that their dreams, vifions and revelations, 
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were infpired into them from heaven, had 
Niily feattered it among other feditious per- 
fons of the fame kidney ; That the world 
was to be reformed by their means, which 
done, and the wicked utterly cut off from 
the face of the earth, it fhould be go- 
werned by Juftice itfelf. All that gave not 
up their names, and embraced their Seét, 
they branded with the name of ungodly. 
Out of this lake {prung Thomas Muntzer, 
one that boafted that he had had commu- 
nication with God. This man’s doétrine 
incredibly fpred, as being in the firft 

lace levell’d at the holy Doétors of the 
Reformed Religion; And from thence 
difcharged at the Magiftrates themfel ves ; 
for the Chriftian flock being once deprived 
of thefe two conftitutions of men, -there 
were nothing to hinder the greedy Wolves 
to break out into all rapine and oppreffion. 
And this is the reafon why the Wolves, 
that is to fay, the falfe Teachers, have 
ever moft violently oppofed the Miniftry 
and the Magiftracy, in hopes, if poffible, 
to draw thefe from the care and charge of 
their flocks, or at leaft to bring them into 
— with their theep, which by that 
means fhould ftray into their parties. This 
Muntzer did both by his teachings and 
writings publicly affirm, that the Preachers 
of that time that contributed their endea- 
‘vours to the advancement of the Gofpel, 
were not fent by God, but were meer 
Scribes, and impertinent interpreters of the 
Scriptures; That the Scriptures and the 
written word, were not the pure werd of 
God, but onely a bare Teftimony of the 
true word; that the true reall word was 
fomething that were intrinfecal] and hea- 
venly, and immediately proceeding out of 
the mouth of God, and confequently to 
be learned intrinfecally, and not out of 
the Scriptures, or by any human fug- 
gefiion. With the fame breath he brought 

aptifme into contempt, moft inconvin- 
eibly affirming that there was no warrant 
frem God for Pzdobaptifme, or baptifine 
of children, and that they ought to be 
baptized after a fpirituall and more excel- 
Jent difpenfation. He further endeavoured 
to teach that Chrifts fatisfaétion for us 
was unneceflary, whatever honeft and 
weak underftanding men could urge to the 
contrary; That matrimony in the un- 
4aithfull and incontinent, was a pollution, 
meretricious and diabolical ; That God 
difcovered his will by dreams (whence it 
was that he was mightily infatuated with 
them) holding that thofe were (as it were) 
communicated by the holy Ghoft. Here- 
upon was he acknowledged by his follow 
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ers forfome heavenly and. fp; ; 
phet, and it was belleved that rere ee 
taught by the fpirit of God, withoura 
human affiftance. This doftrine did 1 
difperfe throughout all Germany by prime 
ed books and Epiftles, which the tnde, 
brain'd difciples of his feditious {e8 wen 
foon fired with, read, approved, and pro. 
pagated. The fame man in the a 
M.D.XXIII. and M.D.XXIVv, taught at 
Alfted which is a City in Saxony, near 
‘Thuringia 3 and when not onely the Mi. 
nifters, but alfo the Magiftrates lay under 
the lafh of his calumny, infomuch that 
his Sermons were tluff'd with mof fedi. 
tious and bitter inveétives againit them 
and pretending to groan for the return of 
loft liberty, and for the infufferable pref. 
fures of the people under Tyranny, he 
complained of it as a great grievance, that 
their wealth and eftates were the prey of 
the Magiftrate, and therefore would pers 
fwade them that a remedy was timely to 
be applied to thefe things. Being for this 
doétrine difpatched out of Alfted, he comes 
to Norimberg, and thence without dif. 
continuing his journey into Bafil, and 
thence into Switzerland, from whence xt 
length he came to Cracovia, where at 3 
certaine town called Grieffen, he conti. 
nued fome weeks. In the mean time he 
was no leffe idle than ever, and that efpe- 
cially in the County of Stuling, where he 
fowed fo much’ of his contagious feed 
among his faétious difciples, as afterwards 
thrived into an extraordinary harvet. At 
the fame time he publick!y fcattered abroad 
his doirine of Baptifine, and the word of 
God, in fuch fort as we have touched be- 
fore. Departing out of his Cow ‘rey, and 
wandring up and down Mulhuium in the 
Countrey of During, he writ letters to 
fome of the moft confident to his Reli- 
gion ; by whofe countenance and affiftance 
taftious fpirits were fometimes more and 
more exafperated againft the Magiltrate, 
Some fmall time before the Countrey peo- 
ple took up arms, he fent up and down 
certain Briefes by Meffengers, wherein 
were divers things, and among the ref 
was reprefented the greatnefle of thof 
warlike inftruments which were catt at 
Mulhufium upon occafion of this fedition, 
fo to encourage and enflame the fiery fol- 
lowers of his faétion. For having ftayed 
two months at Grieffen, and that he 
thought he could not fo much advance his 
— if he returned into Saxony be- 
caufe his affaires profpered not according 
to his defires in thofe places, he returns 
back to the people of During and Mul- 
hufiua. 
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Muntzer’s Travels and Death. 


hufum. But before he was arrived thi- 
ther, Luther had b letters forewarned the 
reverend Senate of Mulhufium concerning 
him, that they fhould beware of him as of 
a de(troying wolfe, and fitter to be fhun- 
ned then Serpents, or whatever Mankind 
beares an antipathy too, for that both at 
Swickaw, and not long before at Alfted, 
he was accounted a tree fufficiently evill 
and corrupt, which bore no other fruit 
but Tumult and inevitable deftruétion ; 
and one, who, no more than his Come- 
rades, could ever be brought to make any 
defence of their opinions, among which 
was, That they all were Gods eleét, and 
that all the children of their Religion were 
to be called the children of God ; and that 
all others were ungodly, and defigned to 
damnation. And divers other things to 
the fame purpofe were contained in the 
forefaid letter, which was dated from Wei- 
maria, on Sunday, being the day of the 
Affumption of Mary, in the year M.D. 
XXIV. Muntzer, in the mean time with 
words plaufibly fweetned, drew away the 
minds of all he could to favour his party, 
and by promifing mountains of gold to 
the coinmon people, to the end they fhould 
cry him up with the general acclamations 
of being a true Prophet, it came to paffe 
that a very great concourfe of the dregs of 
the people repaired to him from Mulhu- 
fium and other places ; nay, by his fub- 
tilty and the authority he had gotten, he 

rverted the very Magiltrate of Mulhu- 
ha and made him a new abettor of his 
opinion. And this was the firf original 
of the mifchief; and thence divers other 
Hydra’s of feditions like fo many excre- 
feencies took a fudden growth from this. 
For all men’s goods became common, and 
he taught that no man had any propriety 
in what he enjoied. To which he added, 
that it was revealed to him from God, that 
the Empire and Principalities of this world 
were to be extirpated, and that the fword 
of Gideon was. put into his hands to bee 
emploied againft all Tyrants, for the af- 
fertion of true liberty, and the reftauration 
of the Kingdome of ‘Chrift: and at this 
time he gave orders for the preparing of 
certain warlike engines. While he was 
wholly taken up about thefe things, that 
is, in the following year M.D.XXV. the 
countrey people throughout Swedland and 
F ranconia, and diverfe other places, rife 
up againft their Magiftrates, boa away 
a great part of the Nobility, plundered 
Towns and Caftles, to be fhort, made an 
abfolute devattation by fire and {word, 
The Landgrave Henry being moved. at 


thefe things raifes a warr, and fought the 
countrey people, the firft time near Frank~ 
enhufium, the fourteenth day of May, 
which done, he prepared himéelf for a 
fecond fight to be fought the nextday, 
which Muntzer having intelligence of, 
faid by way of animation to his followers, 
What are thofe Cannon-bullets? I will 
receive them in my gloves, and they thall 
not hurt me, whereby the countrey people 
being encouraged, were the next day beaten 
by the Landgrave, five thoufand flain, and 
three hundred taken, who had all their 
heads cut off; fo that, while they were 
ambitious of Liberty, they loft even the 
liberty of life itfelf, And herein was the 
ancient Proverb verified, Warr is moft de- 
lightful to thofe who had never experienced 
it, The difcreeter part of. the countrey 
people, having laid down their arms, put 
their hands to the golden plough, to hold 
which they had been defigned, rather than 
to manage Lances and Pole-axes. Munt- 
zere {capes to Frankenhufium, and hid hime 
felf in a houfe neer the Gate, where a cer- 
tain Nobleman had taken up his quarters. 
This mans fervant going up into the upper 
roomes of the houfe to fee how they were 
accommodated, findes one lying upon a 
bed, of whom hee enquired, oR he 
were of thofe who had efcaped the. fight, 
which he denied, averring that hee had 
lain fome time fick of a fever: igre 20 
looking about, hee perceives a little bag 
lying carelefly neer the bed-fide ; he opens 
it and finds letters from Albert Count of 
Mansfield, wherein hee dehorted Muntzer 
from his wicked purpofe, and from pro- 
moting the tumult already raifed. Have 
ing read them, he afked him whether they 
were direéted to him, who denying he , 
threatens to kill him ; whereupon he cried 
quarter, and confeffed himfelf to be Munte 
zer. Hee is taken, and brought before 
George Duke of Saxony and the Land- 
grave, whereupon they having made him 
confeffe that hee was the caufe of the poe 
pular infurreétion, and fedition, he ane 
fwered that hee had done but his duty, 
and that the Magiftrates who were op. 
pofers of his Evangelical doétrine, were 
by fuch means to bee chaflifed. To which 
the Landgrave made anfwer, and proved 
it by feveral teftimonies of Scripture, that 
all honour is to be given to the Magiftrates 
and that al] tumult raifed in order toa 
mans particular revenge, was by God for~ 
bidden Chriftians. Here Muntzer being 
convinced, held his peace. Being laid 
upon the rack, while hee cried out aloug 
and wept, the Duke of Saxony {poke te 
Aaa hina 
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him to this purpofe; Now thou art pu- 
nifhed, Muntzer, confider with thyfelf 
by what unfpeakable ways thou haft fe- 
duced and brought fo many to dettruc- 
tion! whereat Muntzer broke out mto a 
great laughter, faying, ‘This is the judg- 
ment of the countrey people, But when 
being brought to his death, hee was thruft 
into clofe prifon, "tis wonderful how faint- 
hearted hee was, and ftood extreamly 
troubled in mind, not being able to give 
any account of his Faith, but as the Duke 
of Saxony pronounced before him, and 


which hee told him, hee was to 
confeflion of before God; Beinn’ 4 
rounded with fouldiers, hee openly. 
knowledged his wickedneffe, and Fra 
addreffed thefe words to the Princes th: 
were prefent ; thew mercy and compatfcs 
yee Princes, left hereafter you incur by 
my example the punifiment I now faffer, 
Read and attentively confider the hol, 
Books of the Kings, Having faid thie, his 
head was ftruck off, and. faftened a: 
ftake, for a monument and example to 
others. ; 





—— 


To the Epytor of th Westminster Maeazine. 


SiR, 


Your compliance with my laft requeft, emboldens me to make another, by requeft. 


ing the infertion of the following :— 


TRE inclination which moft men dif- 
cover towards company, does not 
originate in a love of pleafure, or any 
unlawful paflion. It is a propenfity in- 
fpired by the author of our nature, and 
which ferves a moft valuable purpofe. In 
company the mind receives a feafonable, 
moderate and pleafing relief from thofe 
trfuits in which we may be profeffionally 
ngaged. Bufinefs, or ftudy, if inter- 
rupted, defeat that indifpenfible vigour of 
faculty, without which they cannot be 
conduéted, and Janguor, ill-temper, and 
Narrownefs of fentiment, are the confe- 
quences. Fancies are magnified into facts, 
fufpicions into certainties, and mifcon- 
ceptions are as firmly rooted in the mind 
was the ftrongeft principles can be. But 
bufinefs, or ftudy, fit us to enjoy conj- 
pany, and company in its turn unburtheng 
the oppreffed mind, and enables us to re- 
turn to our neceffary purfuits with addi< 
tional fpirit. Our minds are incapable of 
dwelling long on one fubjeé& ; they were 
not created for felfifhnefs, but for fociety. 
Man is no fooner a rational than he be- 
comet a focial being. 

All profeffions do not require amufe- 
ment equally. Care is always to be taken 
that the moments of amufement bear a 
jo, proportion tothofe of labour. Giddy 
and opulent young people play too much, 
and when they grow up do nothing but 


Iam, Sir, your’s, &c, 
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play; hence they become fops and foals, 
They who work too much injure their 
health, and thereby prevent the accom 
plithment of their wifhes, deprive them. 
felves of many enjoyments which nature 
has appointed for the health of our bodies, 
and the equality and refinement of our 
tempers. Men of conftant pleafure con. 
traét folly and profligacy ; men of ‘con. 
ftant labour contraét melancholy, mean- 
nefs, and avarice, Both are ufelefs to 
their friends and to mankind. The gra. 
tifications of the fenfualift never reward 
him for his trouble. The knowledge of 
the afcetic ftudent can neither be commu- 
nicated nor bequeathed. ‘The riches of 
the mifer adminjfler to the luxuries of an 
heir. The world profits net by any of 
thofe. It is deprived of thofe powers of 
genius and habits ef induftry, which placed 
in a proper Jight, and well-employed and 
regulated, might have fet many a bright 
example to mankind. 

The employments which engage the 
mind require to be oftener interrupted 
than thofe which are only mechanical ha- 
bits of induftry. Many men have lok 
their reafon from intenfe application to 
forme favourite ftudy ; but no man ever 
left his fenfes from an application to the 
bufinefs of a country-houfe. Six hours 
ftudy of Algebra is more weakening l2- 
bour to the mind, than a week of his em- 

ployment 
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t who thinks he has done enough, 
tr lovee out the thop before break - 
fat, attend cuftomers, or write into his 
books all his debts and credits. Bat 
fill even fuch a man (when we con- 
fider the cares and anxieties confequent 
upon the fluétuations of commerce) is 
more juttifiable in taking amufement than 
the labourer to whom bodily reft is the 
higheft fatisfa&tion, and whofe meat and 
drink enable him to return and toil with 
recruited ftrength and activity. A ftatef- 
man, a fiddler, a clergyman, a fine lady, 
an oilman, a ftudent, and a bricklayer, 
require very different degrees of amuf- 
ment, although it often happens that they 
who need the leaft take the moft. 

A man of fcience, were it not for the 
chearful circles of friendfhip, would nor 
only acquire uncouth and difagreeable 
manners, but he would gradually impair 
the powers of his mind, and defeat the 
purpofes of his ambition. He would be- 
come morofe to others, and unfriendly to 
himeelf, auton his works might re- 
ceive few impreflions from the general 
form of his mind, .yet a knowledge of his 

rivate conduét and character, weuld foon 
create public prejudice, and thereby his 
labours would prove ufelefs to a great part 
of mankind. A writer is never fo amia- 
ble, or fo likely to pleafe, as when men 
are aflured that he approaches near to the 
virtues which he defcribes. Company, 
therefore, is ufeful to all. Even the idleft 
clafs of traders, that which confifts of 
thofe well-drefled gentlemen whofe bufinefs 
it is to meafure a ribbon, point out a fa- 
fhionable filk, and fpeak nenfenfe to giddy 
cuflomers, may find the advantages of 
company, as in it fome may be found 
who have formed a more becoming efti- 
mate of the value of youth than to wafte 
it in effeminate employments, which, if 
neceflary at all, oust certainly to be left 
to women. 

But, after all, why attempt to prove 
the utility of company? It is a wafte of 
words. Manis that communicative animal 
that eagerly feeks after it in every fituation 
of life. Few afk themfelves, ‘* Is com- 
pany at this time neceflary to me?” Plenty 
of Jeifure hours, and of money, fends 
thoufands into company, whofe only care 
is to kill time, and ¢¢ live all the days of 
their lives.” The firft affembly, rout, 
hurricane, or drum, at Weftminfter, dif- 
fers only in degree from the meaneft tea- 
drinking at Clerkenwell; the fame in- 
clination prompts to both. Porter and 
punch enable citizens to meet in fociety, 


89 
to play cards, to talk politics, break 
giaffes, and keep late hours, jut as much 
as Champaigne and Burgundy enable the 
nobility of the weft end of the town to 
enjoy fimilar amufements. A company 
of lords and "fquires intoxicate the:-.felves 
with French wines, and a company of 
coblers intoxicate themfelves with Englifh 
ale; and in what lies the difference next 
morning? All men defire company in one 
fhape or another ; private houfes, coffee- 
rooms, clubs, focieties, have their refpec- 
tive and numerous vifitors: few retire 
from the chearful fociety of men, except 
they whom the preflure of misfortune 
drives into folitude. The love of one 
another’s company is that part of philan- 
thropy which all poffefs, Statefmen and 
thieves, clergymen and profligates, maid- 
fervants and fine ladies, affociate together 
according to the convenient times and 
feafons Obeach. The fight of a numerous 
company Often abates the languor of a dull 

lay or entertainment. And this univerfal 
mclination for company may be perhaps 
brought as an argument againft thofe who 
maintain the equality of mankind in fome 
early age of the world; for, ina company 
of only fix men, there is a vilible degree 
of fuperiority in fome, nor can any amufe- 
ment or bufinefs whatfoever be conducted, 
without pre-eminence being given to fome 
one, or more. : 

But the mind is not only lightened of 
its burthens in company, but it is im- 
proved. Many men there are, indeed, 
who have no other opportunities of im- 
proving their minds, particularly mecha- 
nics, and a great part of mercantile peo- 
ple. If fuch avoid company, they never 
fail to become mean, fists, and avatrie 
cious. The improvement received in com 
pany is of that kind which gives na 
trouble; it is no additional fatigue to the 
labours of the day. 
imperceptib'y into the mind, and we are. 
pleafed and improved at the fame inftant. 

As converfation, then, is not only the 
moft fuccefsful way of improving the 
mind, but alfo the moft agreeable, I have 
often regretted that it is fo often abufed 
by the untowardnefs of vice and ignorance, * 
Man carries not with him all his prin- 
ciples when he goes intocompany. Often, 


when his wit is brilliant it outhhines his ~ 


wifdom, and he is brutal and unfeeling ; 
refentments, quarrels, and often blood- 
fhed, enfue. We repent that we go into, 
fuch company, and make refolutions 
againft company in general. Often we 
find that men of learning are not com- 

municative, 
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fail, Nine cafes out of ten, people exr 


198 
municative, that their expreffions are 
feeble and barren ; and that men of piety 
and good fenfe forget that the younger 
part of the company are to look up to 
them for an example. Often the abjur- 
dities of fafhion get the better of the ope- 
rations of common fenfe, and we volun- 
tarily run into exceffes and follies, which 
we neither can defend, nor pretend to 
excufe. Gaming or intoxication, deftroy 
our pleafures, and injure our health, our 
fortune, and our integrity. Often a man 
is in the eyes of his company * very fo- 
cial,” when in the eyes of a man of fenfe 
he would {carcely appear to be rational ; 
and a company into which we entered 
with pleafure, we are often obliged to 
leave with a regret that embitters every 
, semembrance of it. 
Hence the really fociable and ufeful 
part of mankind often complain, that 
they feldom can gointo company fuited to 
their difpofition, They find ccmpanies 
to be dangerous affociations for the pur- 
pofe of idlenefs, the appetites of the luxu- 
rious, or the retreats of the ignorant, where 
they may drink and be “ jolly fellows.” 
Certain tempers cannot brook the errors 
and abufes of company ; having read 
more of a virtuows world than they have 
feen, they feldom make allowances for the 
frailties of nature and education, or the 
follies of fafhion. By revolving in their 
minds the abufes they have feen, and 
viewing them only in ont light, they ag- 
gravate into crimes, what perhaps more 
Tiberal men might call “ levities.” They 
think him a wife man, whofe converfation 
is entirely with his own heart, and whofe 
fSciety is with the dead. Knowledge of 
the world, they call knowledge of vice 
and folly, and they feek for thofe com- 
munications and inftruétions from books, 
which it is in vain to look for from the 
Society ip which they are placed, 
By fuch arguments have many reafoned 
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themfelves out of fociety, 


world, which their extenfive abilis 


exemplary integrity, and gentlenefg of 


manners, might have adorned and im. 
proved. But this precipitation does no 
credit to their knowledge of human nature 
They feem not to know that a good sien 
muft ever live in a ftate of Oppofition to 
the profligacies of his age, and that his 
prefence and example are the only means 
to correét thefe, By retirement he neither 
benefits himfelf nor others ; his virtue jg 
of that ufelefs, untried kind, which, like 
the courage of a coward, is fufpected by 
all men. : 

Let us not relinquifh the pleafures of 
company too haftily, nor allow the milk 
of human kindnefs to be foured by gloomy 
refleftions on abfurdities, which it is pro. 
bably in our power to remedy. Let us 
take a calm review of the employments 
which fill up the hours allotted to com. 
pany. Perhaps it may be poffible to fug. 
geft fome confiderations that may tend ta 
remove the improprieties fo often coms 
plained of. 

The employments of men in company 
may be referred to thefe heads, conver. 
Jation, cards, dancing, and drinking.— 
For method's fake, converfation may be 
divided into three branches, politics, (can. 
dal, and mifcellaneous matter. This are 
rangement is not perhaps juft, but cuf 
tom authorifes it. In nineteen companies 
out of twenty, politics or news, are the 
favourite fubjeéts. Fielding, who has 
left us a very fenfible pamphlet on con- 
verfation, divides it into three kinds,— 
« With God, with ourfelves, and with 
other men.” It is the laft only, however, 
which comes to be confidered here. Of 
the others, I fhall only fay, that he who 
converfes much with his God, is moft fit 
to converfe with himfelf; and he who 
converfes moft with himfelf, is moft fit te 
converfe with other men. 
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David's Sow—Affes. 


one with the other. Witty perfons, whe- 
ther they really are fo, or only think 
themfelves fo, are ever bunting the fumile, 
and although this may not prove fo dan- 
gerous as hunting the fleeple (a favourite 
diverfion among our men of quality) yet 
it may lead them into tirefome abfurdity, 
which difgufts the reader or hearer. Pope 
very juftly obferves that, 


There are whom Heaven has bleft with 
ftore of wit, ‘ 
Yet want as much again to manage it. 


Mentioning my fentiments on this fub- 
jet to a friend fome nights ago, he faid, 
he had once written a fhort effay on the 
fubje&t, which he would fend to me, with 
permiffion to ufe itin my lucubrations. 

The fimile, fays he, was much ridi- 
evled by Dean Swift in a ftrain of poig- 
pant fatire. Fielding too indulges the 
Jaugh againft fimilies, but in his plays he 
makes very much ule of them. But it 
may be poffible to correét the abufe with- 
out entirely giving up the ufe of the 
figure. The fimile has fomething in it 
peculiarly pleafing to the vulgar, and 

uliarly convincing to thofe who receive 
inftruétion at one ear, and fend it out at 
the other ; whereas in our comedies, if 
wegive ourfelves a moment’s time to con- 
fider of the fimile ufed, it is ten to one if 
it bas the fmalleft title to juftnefs or pro- 
priety. 

It has been a cuftom of long ftanding 
to compare men in certain fituations, and 
of certain manners and difpofitions, to 
beafts of different kinds. Perhaps they 
who were the authors of fuch comparifons, 
may have originally difcovered a likenefs 
which we cannot now trace. However 
that may be, nothing is more common 
than to fay of a man who is intoxicated, 
that he is as drunk as a beaft. Now, I 
fhould be glad to- know, which of my 
readers ever faw a beaft drunk? Or if 
fuch a thing did ever happen, did that 
beaft aét as drunken men do ?—But, fay 
they, we only mean that he ads, when 
drunk, like a beaft. 

Tifis I deny ; a man who is drunk is 
as inferior to a beaft, as a beaftis toa 
man when in his fober fenfes. A beaft, 
if atame one, does as he is taught, eats, 
drinks, and fleeps to refrefh nature, and 
in every refpect fulfils the end of his cre- 
ation; he labours and toils for his maf- 
ter, according to the utmott of his ftrength 
and ability, bears a whipping with no 
other murmuring than the pain occafions, 


and is never heard to fay Gawd dan ye in 


16% 


the courfe of his whole life. Whence 
then is the refemblance? Js there any 
gaye Page’ the faithful drawer 
of the plough, and a buck reeling uv 

Cheapfide My likenefs belies the 
watchful dog, the fleet Arabian courfer, 
the playful kitten, or the pretty lap-dog, 
and a fet of bloods ftaggering in Pall- 
Mall, breaking lamps, and beating watch- 
men ? 

A They fay, moreover, that when a man 
is very, very drunk, he refembles Dawid's 
Jfow. As Scripture is filent with regard 
to this domeftic of the King of Ifrael, 
I will not be peremptory in my op‘nion 
on the fubject. Perhaps this may have 
been an anceftor of the famous /earmed 
pig, which at prefent lays a heavier tax 
en the public, than any eo man ever’ 

was able to effect. Be this as it may, if 
David's fow was like any of the {wine 

of modern days, and I have no reafon to 

think the form of the fpecies is altered, 

fhould be glad to know what refemblance 

there is betwixt a /ow, and a gentleman 

in wine. As to cleanlinefs, indeed, and 

returning to their wallowing in the mire 

after being wafhed, together with a fond. 

nefs for kennels, there is fomething to be 

faid in favour of a refemblance, as in all 

thefe refpe&ts the parties agree. Buton 

the whole, I believe this is nothing but 

a fcandalous ftory propagated againit the 

{wine by fome evil-minded Jew. 

If a man does not comprehend any 
particular branch of fcience, or is unable 
to anfwer an eafy queltion on any familiar 
fubje&, he is faid to be an a/s., Here, 
too, is a piece of very falfe analogy. For 
any thing we know the afs may be as 
fenfible a brute as the creation produces 5 
and as for the fluggith difpofition, it is 
merely conftitutional, and no wife con- 
nested with the ftate of the mind; befides 
Lord Chefterfield forbids his fon to walk 
faft, as it is a vulgar cultom. 

If it were true that ignorant fellows did 
refemble aes, ftill the balance of credit 
would be greatly in favour of the affes, 
who, not having enjoyed a liberal educa- 
cation, cannot be blamed for wanting 
what they never had an opportunity to ac= 
quire ;- but this cannot be faid of the 
others. And when we confider the im- 
provements of the minds of animals of 
late, as in the inftance of learned pigs, 
Jearned dogs, and learned borfes, not ta 
fpeak of turkies which dance minuets, 
and chickens which play on the guittary 
I think it is not improbable that fome 
very fenfible people may havea hairy tkin, 

long 
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long ears, and four legs. Indeed, fo 

many inftances have occurred within thefe 

few years, that I fhall not wonder if by 

‘and bye we find books entitled A Treati/e 

on the Education of Pigs; Syntax fdr 

Horfes, and A Syflem of polite Education 

for Pig-Styes, and other Seminaries of 

Learning, by Dr. Truf—r, At the 
fame time too, it, is not unreafonable to 
fuppofe, that regular academies will be 
eftablifhed in different parts of the coun- 
try But to return to the affes. 

What is very decifive in favour of the 
affes, is, that an afs was the firft animal 
that ever fpeke, and {poke to the purpofe 
toe ; fince which time no afs (of this 
fpecier, at leait) has ever opened his 
mouth, unlefs to eat. How, then, is an 
ignorant man to be compared to an afs? 
Another argument in favour of affes, and 
i have done. When commiffion was 
given to preachers of the gofpel, they 
were defired to preach the gofpel to all xa- 
tions ; and I lately found that afes were 
included in this commiffion, for we have 
a volume of fermons expreffly called, 
Sermons to Affes ; but the wonder I con- 
fefs ceafes in fome meafure, when we look 
to the tile page of another book by the 
fame author, Sermons to Doors in Divi- 
nity, being a fecond Volume of Sermons to 
Aljes! 

If a man plays thefool, cocks his hat, 
wears Mareichal, d—ns the waiters, bul- 
lies the coachmen, .in a word, if he is a 
macaroni, he gets the farther title of 
monkey. A monkey has great livelinefs 
and docility; but is there any likenefs be- 
tween thefe qualities and the pertne{s and 
vanity of atop? Does a monkey difap- 
prove or approve of what he does not un- 
werftand? Is a monkey obliged to his 
taylor, and breeches-maker, for his fhape 
ant appearances ? 

A man who is remarkably ftupid, who 
knows nothing beyond his own and his 
father’s name, and peihaps cannot fpell 
either, is compared to a ca/f. But why ? 
A calf does not underftand politics nor 
wit; yet all that brutes know a’ calf 
Knows, unlefs, indeed, what he is fat- 
tened for. The fame kind of ignorant 
man is fometimes compared to a /beep, 
although in the whole courfe of my 

- ftudies and travels, I never could difcover 
any connexion between mutton and igno- 
rance, or flupidity and veal. 

There are alfu, in common converfa- 
tion, two kinds of worms, the muck- 
ewerm, and the book-worm. As to the 
muck-worm, why that wretched reptile 


Monkey—Calf—Book-Worm— Bulls and Bears: 


that comes on the dung-hill, thould be 
compared to a man avaricious after greater 
filth than itfelf, I know not, nor wha 
the animal has done to deferve to jy 
abufed in «fis manner. A-varice 
money is one of thole qualities in the pof. 
feffion of which man ftands alone; but 
what connexion there is between the mean 
arts of money-making, and the employ. 
ment of a worm, I cannot fee. Both 
parties, indeed, work. for others, and 
not for themfelves. 

But to compare men fond of reading to 
worms, is the moft monftrous ftretch of 
fancy and invention that I ever heard of; 
and I hope for the honour of learning, 
that fuch freedoms will be conftrued a 
libels, and punifhed accordingly. Some 
kind of worms aie ufed as bait to catch 
fith, and fome kinds of authors are ufed 
as decoy ducks, or play-houle bait, to 
fupport a ftupid play, but thefe initances 
are perverfions of nature’s defigns in mak- 
ing men and worms. 

Ml-natured critics are called wafps, 
but this too is unjuft. A wafp it is true 
ftings with apparent cruelty, but it is only 
in return for an injury offered, whereas 
the &terary wafp makes a rule to leave 
his poifon every where, and without the 
{malleft provocation. A certain {pecies 
of authors are called wolwes in sheep's 
cloathing ; I am convinced there is fome 
propriety in this allufion, Whenever men 
are compared to the wild and favage pait 
of the brute creation, the fimile holds with 
no lefs precifion, for we find men who 
are cunning as ferpents, treacherous as 
wolves, back-biting as fnakes, cruel as 
tygers, &c. &c, 

A parrot is ufed to fignify a talkative 
woman ; now how can this be confittent, 
when we find that a parrot confines itfelf 
merely to a few words, which it has been 
taught, and which it prattles over mort 
to pleafe itfelf than to teaze others ? 

Laftly, Bulls, bears, and ducks, are 
much difgraced by their fuppofed con- 
nexions with "Change-Alley. How a 
man who has fuffered from ftock jobbing, 
fhould be faid to waddle out of the Alley 
like a lame duck, is inconceivable, for no 
naturalift, from Pliny to Linnzus, has 
ever taken upon him to fay, that ducks or 
bulls know any thing of merchandize, ot 
that a dear may be qualified to be a flock 
broker. 

Perhaps this ftrange difpofition of com- 
paring man to beaft, may arife from the 
Turkifh notion, that reafon and immor> 
tality belong to beafts ; but if this is “ 

cale 





eard of; 
learning, 
trued ag 
, Some 
to catch 
are uled 
bait, to 
nitances 
in mak. 


wafps, 
18 true 
is only 
whereas 
to leave 
jout the 
fpecies 
Sheep's 
is fome 
er men 
ge pat 
ds with 
n who 
ous as 
‘uel as 


lkative 
fittent, 
8 itkelf 
is been 
" more 


Sy are 
- CON. 
low 2 
bbing, 
Alley 
for no 
‘, has 
chs or 
se, Or 


flocks 


com 
m the 
;mor- 
js the 

cale 


Of Politics—Rules for feeing with ones own Eyes. 


why eompare men to beafts at the 
when they are leaft poffeffed of 
The Turks pay a particular de- 


cafe, . 
very tume 
realon ? 


ference to fome beafts, fuch as the ram 
which Abraham offered up as a facrifice 
in the room of Nis fon Ifaac, the cow of 
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Mofes, the pifmire of Solomon, Jonah*® 
whale, Elijah’s raven, and Balaam’s afss 
but among all thefe I do not find David's 


fow, nor any of the human brutes men« 


tioned above. 
> c. 
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SIR, 


~ 


THE fentiments on feveral fubje&ts which I fent you for your January Magazines 
having met with your approbation, I beg leav¢ to fend you the following, 


And am, Sir, yours, 


Of Politics—Rules for feeing with ones own Eyes—Knowledge of Hiftery—Of 
Government—Philofephy—A good Heart—Advantages which refult from a 
Conviction that two and two make four. 


T HIS is not the age in which the ma- 

nagement of public affairs is entruft- 
ed to ftatefmen only; this is not the age 
when the rich, the titled, and the learned 
are the only politicians. ‘The liberty of 
fpeaking freely on affairs of ftate has en- 
creafed the number of ftatefinen, and it 
is now no uncommon thing to fee a bill 
which has paffed through both Houfes, 
and been approved of by his Majefty, 
thrown over the table of an ale-houfé with 
difdain. Bankrupts pay the national debt ; 
poor men raife “taxes, and the ignorant 
reject in one moment what has coft the 
hoary headed fenator an age of medita- 
tion. Even pious men forego religion for 
politics, and throw afide the thirty-nine 
atticles for the articles of peace, while 
the merning papers take place of the 
morning fervice. The Gazette is read 
with greater emphafis than the Litany, 
and the Minifter’s fpeech more attended 


to than the Athanafian creed. The fchifms . 


of the church are forgotten amidft the 
divifions of the Houfé of Commons, and 
Junius’s letters have defeated the epiftles 
and gofpels, The motions of Miniftry 
are got by heart.in preference to the texts 
of Scripture, and the King’s fpeech is 
more fully illofirated than the fermon on 
the mount. 

Political profeffions and praétices now 
take the place of the learned profeffions 
and ftudies. No man regards his own 
en as the only bufinefs of his life. 

f that were the cafe indeedbut, reader, 
' APRIL, 1785. PPh g JOKE 


we had better not fuppofe what the world 
might be, if every man attended to his 
own bufinefs—No—Since it is the privi- 
lege, the duty, the birthright of an 
Englifhman to talk politics, let us not 
diffeade him fromthat, which although 
feldom, yet on fome occafions, may tend 
to public good. The tongue is a member 
which’ never can remain at reft. Some 
employment or other it muft have, and 
as it frequently happens, that the leaft 
which is faid of a man’s own affairs is the 
beft, we may prefume that politics, on 
which a great deal may be faid to no pur- 
pofe atall, is a very proper fubject for the 
exercife of the tongue. 

Many politicians chufe to derive difad- 
vantage from the diffufion of political 
knowledge. Now I am clearly of opi- 
nion, that the mifchief proceeds from the 
diffuffion of political ignorance—A po- 
litical fhuffle fent from the palace yard, 
is changed into a lie in the papers; and 
in twenty-four hours becomes a dire&t 
abfurdity ; before it reaches the diftant 
parts of the kingdom it is fuch a mafs of 
nonfénfe and falfehood, that I dare fay 
the original contriver would hardly know 
the works of his own brain again, 

’'The diffufion of knowledge never can 
do hurt, but the propagation of unptruths 
erally exceeds the intention of him wha 
nvedts them. “Without, “therefore, ¢en- 
futitig thofe who delight in political fj 
éulations,’ let us rather erideavdur to turd 
their propenfity to fome good purpofe, 
Bb . to 
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to themfelves at leaft, if not to the na- 
tion. Since all men have accefs to af- 
fairs of ftate, let them attend to the fol- 
lowing hints, which if properly taken, 
will never injure the moft headftrong cof- 
fee‘houfe politician, nor deprive him of 
his ‘favourite pleafure. On the contrary, 
they will heighten his confequence, by 
enabling him to know more than his com- 
panions, and that, gentle reader, is a 
degree of fuperiority very much coveted 
in our days. They will alfo enable him 
to know black from white, without being 
told it, and confirm him in an opinion 
that two and two make four in all pof- 
fible fituations, and atall times, whatever 
may be faid to the contrary. : 
Firft, A. politician ought to be inti- 
Ynately acquainted with the hiftory of 
every great empire, whether ancient or 
modern. The analogy between the an- 
tient and modern is in many refpetts 
ftrong and palpable. He ought to know 
their ftate of ftrength, fituation with 
refpeét to other powers, their public va- 
jour and private happinefs, during their 
infancy, and how far the honeft zeal of 
uvpolluted fpirit raifed them to greatnefs 
and to empire—he ought to mark the 
changes which took place upon the efla- 
blithment of commerce, changes which 
have ever been found to be of the greateft 
importance to a nation. Let him trace 
their progrefs from real refirement to 
juxury, attending carefully to every ftep, 
and thinking whether in our own eale 
there be not fome declenfions which bear 
a clofe refemblance, Let him obferve 
with what rapidity a country fell into 
ruin, which extended its territory without 
providing fumptuary laws to check the 
growth of luxury. Let him confider 
wherein the happinefs of nations lay, 
when they flourifhed ; that it lay in pri- 
vate virtues, and the worfhip of the gods ; 
that no fooner did a country neglect its 
religion, than it fell from one ftep to 
another of depravity, till at length luxury 
became as it were neceflary. But of all 
hiftories, his knowledge of our own na- 
tion ought to be moft extenfive ; its nu- 
merous periods of grandeur, declenfion 
and revival ; the events which led to its 
great revolutions, and that memorable 
concurrence of circumftances which placed 
the prefent family on the throne, and oc- 
cafioned that ferm of government which 
Britain now bears. But this know- 
Jedge is not to be acquired merely by 
reading. Thinking and judgment are 
neceflary, and above all to avoid implicit 


attachment to any man or fet of men, 
I need not point out the books in which 
the annals of ancient and modern empires 
are to be found. The converfation of 
the man who ftudies them will improve 
and pleafe. Both the head and the heart, 
the underftanding and the imagination 
will be bettered by remarks on the {cience 
ef government, the progrefs of fociety, 
the probable confequences of certain mea- 
fures, their effe&ts on mankind at different 
ftages, the invaluable worth of real pa. 


_ triotifm, the danger of ambition, the 


pleafantnefs of the ways of peace, and 
the miferies of war. Philofophy then 
will. be united to politics, and hacknied 
inveétive, perfonal abufe, and petulent 
cenfure, will be left to thofe who may 
find it their intereft to feduce the igno- 
rant. 

Secondly, He ought to read with much 
care thofe treatifes in which accounts are 
given of the four great diftinctions of go. 
vernment ; Moparchy, or, government by 
one man; Ariftocracy, where the nobles 
govern ; Democracy, where the rights of 
fovereignty are vefted in the people; and 
laftly, the Government of Great-Britain, 
which I am perfuaded will, upon cool 
enquiry, be found the moft perfe& fyftem 
of government ever contrived for the pre- 
fervation of libegty, the advancementof 
arts and fciences, and the happinefs of the 
individual, No other proof is wanting of 
this truth, than the remark that in this 
country liberty is fecured to the meanett 
fubje&, upon a bafis as folid as that 
whereon the kingdom itfelf flands, that 
arts and {ciences center in: it, and toat 
every man has the means of happinels if 
his own hands, and.is confined neither m 
thought, word, or deed, from any attempt 
to promote it. 

The confideration of thefe four forms 
of government, opens a wide field for ra- 
tional converfation, and conneéte philofo- 
phy, politics, and hiftory, in an intimate 
union. They all, more or lefs, exift at 
this day, and the merits of all are to be 
determined from their paft and prefent hif- 
tories. They afford matter of judicious 
reflexion, and give us caufe to be grate- 
ful, that it is our fate to be placed under 
that form of government which, however 
abufed, has in itfelf the principles of 
greataefs. Mach time, however, is ne- 
ceflary for this ftudy, but that time caa 
never be reckoned as loft, which gives the 
mind a fuperior degree of rationality, 
and enables us to deteét the defigns of the 
fagtious, and remove that ignorauce = 
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Jays men open to their artifices. It is wave at prefent. In a future effay I in- 
this knowledge which enables us to judge tend to confider them. 









































































men, whether a meafure tends moft to improve, If thefe, then, are the requifites necef- 
vhich ex injure the conftitution of our country, fary to form a politician, if fach know- 
\pires and leads us not only to judge of the ledge and abilities are neceflary to make 
in of abilities, but even the integrity of our political converfation rational and profit- 
prove jeaders. By an acquaintance with the able, we may without breach of charity 
neart, conftitution, with the effeéis of former affirm, that the number of thofe who are 
ation innovations and improvergents, @ man qualified to cenfure the meafures of go- 
ence can with eafe decide on the merits of a vernment, or the conduét of commanders, 
ciety, ropofal. He confiders what has given is fmallindeed. Itis true that every man 
mea. rife to it, whether a fimilar one was ever has the right of judging, but it is not true 
ferent made, and if it be totally without prece- that every man has the power; and with- 
il pa. dent, the experience he has acquired by out the power, what is the right but a 
the reading, makes him receive it with cau- dangerous weapon, that may wound the 
and tion, and, though confenting, be watch- beft of governments? A man may be 
then ful of its earlieft confequences. an honeft man, an induftrious tradefman, 
knied Thirdly, A politician ought to be in- anda rich man, but which of all thefe, or 
lent timately acquainted with the charaéter of the whole together, will enable him to 
may the nation, and the philofophy of the hu- determine queitions that perplex the wifeft 
ignos man mind. From thefe he draws infe- heads in Europe? Demagogues, thofe 
rences concerning the probable confe- pelts of fociety who thirft.after the hap~ 
much quences of any new meafure, what effets pinels of kingdoms, and luli for a powe 
ts are it may have on the minds of men, and to which neither virtue nor merit entitles 
f go- whether it be not properin 1783, although them, are ever ready to profit by the va- 
nt by it would have been improper a century nity which attends ignorance, and raife 
obles ago: He will likewife attend to the pro- {editions under the mafk of public fpirit, 
ats of grefs of the nation in luxury, in effemina- By the machinations of fuch men, has 
; and cy, in atheifm, and that thofe weaken- this country bled at every pore. They 
itain, ing vices require curbs, that in a better would fain make innovations in the con- 
coal ftate of the country might have = ju& ftitution, under pretence of reforming it, 
yftem caufe of alarm to every lover of liberty. and feldom refleé&, or are unwilling to 
: pres The difference of punifhments, for in- allow, that the degeneracy is with the 
entof ftance, mutt be remarkable, at a time leaders, and not with the government. 
f the when lenity to criminals is cruelty to the In all political converiations, parti¢u» 
ng of community. Some time agu, the officers Jar care ought to be taken to preferve the 
a this of juftice entered into houfes, both pri- temper. None are foirritable as the tem- 
paneft vate and public, and forcibly deftroyed pers of enthufiaftic politicians, I have 
that the E O tables, carrying at the fame time feen fome men of this character, con- 
, that to prifon the keepers of them. In any cerning whofe lunacy I have not the leat 
that other cafe, this meafure would have been doubt. It is better, if poffible, to avoid 
efs if decreed unconftitutional, but who was political converfation when the fpeakers 
her m there that did not applaud it? Nothing betray warmth and attachment to party. 
tempt can be againit the conftitution whichis for I never knew an inftance of conviétion 
the happinefs of the individual. At that attending the longeft difputes. There is 
forms tinte, the demon of human mifery feemed a pride and: obttinacy in the minds of ig- 
or rae to be let loofe in the perfons of {windlers norant partizans, which we rarely find in 
ilofo- and thieves, who burft forth on afudden, * other men. If their belief in God were. 


imate and threatened deftruétion to the incau- half as fincere as their confidence in their 
if at tious youth of all ages. Thoufands have favourite minifter, they wou!d be the mof 
to be met death on the 1gnominious tree, who pious and fervent faints the world ever 
it hif- were virtuous and innocent, when com- faw. As we mutt fometimes meet with 
icious pared with thofe unfeeling wretches, who men of this character, it is belt never to 
grate. by pretending to hold out the means of argue, nor anfwer, even when we are cer- 
under affitanese to the poor and the forlorn, tain of their errors 5 let us rather leave 
wever caught them in their fnares, and plunged their company, and pity that weaknefs of 
es of them at once into irremediable mifery, mind, which leaves them a prey to in- 
$ Me. and perpetual difgrace. finuations of the moft pernicious tenden- 
e can Laitly, I may hint that a politician cy, and to an infatuation which nothing 
es the ought to be a good man. The diftinc- can cure. From them, however, we may 
ality, tions between public and private virtue I learn never -to attach ousfelves imp'icidly 
of t Bb: and 
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lays 
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and blindly to any man, or fet of men. 
The experience of a very few years has 
been fufficient to convince the youngelt of 
us, that a cautious confidence is to be 
placed.in men, who are frail, like our- 
felves, and furrounded with many temp- 
tations, to the ftrength of which we are 
ftrangers. Let us judge of meafures only, 
and weigh the arguments of great men 
as coming from the mouth of an oracle 
which we heat but do not fee. All mca 
fures are to be confidered with the moft 
charitable allowances. Often that which 
we condemn haflily, proves in afew years 
to have been the refult of the greateft wif- 
dom, and moft penetrating forefight, and 
that which has been called wife by na- 
tional unanimity, has proved an unguard- 
ed ftep to difgrace and declention. 

If we cannot, then, avoid political con- 
verfations, let us qualify our{elves either 
to excel, or learn to be filenc. ‘To excel 
in the common porter clubs and ale-houfe 
fenates, is no difficult matter; an ac- 
quaintance with a news-paper or two more 


than the company poffefe, will give ay 
avowed fuperiority. But for the mem. 
bers of fuch clubs to be filent in better 
company, is a tafk indeed. If we app! 

ourfelves to the ftudy of politics and hij. 
tory, we fhall foon be able to view cla. 
mourous difputants with calmnefs. Even 
the fquabbles, inveétive, and  abule of 
news-papers, may be made tolerable, be. 
caufe we will confider them as the exere. 
fcences of a noble fyilem of liberty, grown 
too great for the lawlefs ambition of the 
fa&tious. The various interefts, the quar. 
rels, the arguments, the cool confidera. 
tions, impartial obfervations, and letters 
of private Mentors and Machiavels may 
furnith with no unpleafant amufement for 
the breakfaft table, while the contratt be. 
tween the violent {pirit of fome panegy. 
rifts, and the calmnefs of difpaffionate 
friends, the rapid rife of one man to po- 
pular fame, and the equally rapid decline 
of another, may fuggett profitable reflece 
tions on that bubble, direling approba- 
tion. 
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BISHOP WATSON’s COLLECTION OF THEOLOGICAL 
TRACTS, 


LEARNING ‘is in a great meafure im- 

peded by the means which are em- 
ployed to promote it. A multiplicity of 
books ferves but to embarrafs the judg- 
ment, and overload the memory. This 
multiplicity, likewife, is put into our 
hands at a time when we have little judge- 
ment to make the proper felection, and 
after years of reading, all that we can 
Jearn is, that it had been better if we 
had read but a few bocks, and thofe fre- 
quently, 

In the fcience of theology, we find a 
greater number of books than in any 
other ; becaufe fince the revival of Jearn- 
ing, and the invention of printing, it has 
met with more ftudents. Different opi- 
nions begat diffentions, and feéts fpread 
abroad into the world, each creating new 
fentiments, and a perpetual diffufion of 
the old. Books began to be multiplied, 
and in the prefent age their number is too 
great for the generality of readers, Their 
lives would not fuffice to read them, :nd 
their fortunes are too feanty ‘to permit 


them to purchafe even 4 very fall pro- 


portion of books neceffary. But while 
other fciences are fo regularly planned 
and arranged in fyltems, fo as to render 
many books unneceflary, the theological 
fiudent ftill wanders in the dark, ttumb- 
ling now and then on a book by chance, 
which he reads, finds little in it, and 
negleéts. It was referved for the Bifhop 
of Llandaff to encreafe his fame and his 
character, by making fuch a feleétion of 
works on divinity, as fhall form a com- 
plete library of religion, in a {mall fpace, 
and at a price which may be within the 
compa{s of the generality of clergymen’s 
incomes. It is with pleafure that we take 
the earlieft opportunity to pay the tribute 
of thanks to Dr. Watfon, and exprefs 
our approbation of a prelate whofe learn- 
ing, fortune, and time, are dedicated to 
leffen the burthens of the inferior clergy, 
and who, like his great matter, may be 

faid to go about doing good. 
A few extracts from the preface will 
explain the nature of this undertaking— 
‘¢ In publifhing this collection of Theo- 
logical Traéts I have had no other end a 
view, 
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view, but to afford young perfons of every 
denontination, and efpecially to afford 
the ftudents in the univerfiries, and the 
younger clergy, an eafy opportunity of 
becom ne better acquainted with the 
erounds and principles of the Chriilian 
religion than, there is reafon to appre- 
hend, many of them at prefent are, My 
firt intention was to have admitted into 
the colleGtion, fuch fmall tracts only in 
Latin or Englith on theological fubjeéts, 
as had funk into unmerited oblivion; but, 
on maturer reflection, I thought it bet- 
ter to confult the general utility of the 
younger and lefs informed clergy, than 
to aim at gratifying the curiofity, or im. 
proving the underitanding of thofe who 
were more advanced in years and know- 
ledce. Initead therefore of confining 
mylelf to fingle traéis I have not {crupled 
to publ:fh fome intire beoks; but they 
are books of fuch acknowledged worth, 
that no cle: gyman ought to be unacquaint- 
ed with their contents, and by making 
them a part of this collection, they may 
chance to engage the attention of many 
who would otherwife have overlooked 
them. It would have been an eafy mat 


ter to have laid down an extenfive plan of 
findy for young divines, and to have 
made a great thew of learning by :mtro- 
ducing into it a fyftematic arrangement 


of hiltorians, critics, and commentators, 
who, in different ages and in different 
languages, have employed their talents on 
theological! fubjeéts. Butthere is a fathion 
in ftudy as in other purfuits; and the 
tale of the prefent age is not calculated 
for the making great exertions in theolo- 
gical criticifm and philology. I do not 
confider the traéts which are here publifh- 
ed as fulicient tomake what is called a 
deep divine, but they will goa great way 
towards making, what is of more worth 
—a well informed Chriftian. In Divinity, 
perhaps, more than in any other fcience, 
it may be reckoneda virtue aliqua nefcire; 
for what Quinétilian obferves of hittorical, 
is certainly very applicable to an abun- 
dance of theological writings. —Per/equi 
quidem quod quifque umguam vel contemp- 
tifimorum hominum dixerit, aut nimia 
mifertae, aut inanis jaGtantiae eft: et 
detinet alque obruit Ingenia, melius aliis 
vacatura, 

_ If any thing can revive a fenfe of re- 
ligion in the higher clafles of life ; pre- 
fer¥qwhat (ill remains of it amongit men 
of middling fortunes ; and. bring back 
to decency of manners and the fear of 
God, the loweft of the people ; it mult 
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be—the zeal of the clergy, Rut zeal, in 
order to produce its proper effect, mutt 
be founded in knowledge : it will other- 
wife (where, from fome peculiar tempera- 
ment of body or mind, it happens to 
exift at all) be unfteady in its operation 3 
it will be counteraéted by the prejudices 
of the world, the faggeitions of felf ine 
tereft, the importunines of indolent ha- 
bits ; or it will be tainted by fanaticifm, 
and inftead of producing in evéry indi- 
vidual fober thoughts of his chrittian duty, 
it will hurry into dangerous errors the iz 
norant and unthinking, and excite the ab- 
horrence or derifion of men of fenfe. I 
have therefore, in feleéting the works 
which compofe this publication, not fo 
much atrended tu the difeulfion of parti- 
cular, doétrines, as to the general argu- 
ments which are beft adapted to produce 
in the clergy, and in others who will con- 
fider them, a well grounded perfuation 
that Chrifiianity is not a ** cum: ingly de- 
vifed table, but the power of God unto 
falvation to every one that believeth.” —— 
The clergyman who is @ Chrittian, not 
becaufe he happens to have been born ia 


‘a Chriftian country, but from rational 


conviétion, will never think himfelf at 
liberty to make light of his calling; to 
fuit his inftructions to the vicious propen- a“ 
fities of his audience ; to feandalize hig 
profeffion by a conformity with the un 
godly fathions of the world; ‘to be atham- 
ed of the crofs of Chrift, though he 
fhould fee it attacked’ by the fabtiery of 
fophifts, or ridiculed by the wanton au 
dacity of profane men. A deficiency of 
zeal indeed in rel:gious concerns does not 
always proceed, either in the clergy or 
laity, from a want of knowledge: fen- 
{ual appetites, ungoverned paflions, world- 
ly cuftoms all combine together in making 
moft men languid in the performance of 
even clear and acknowledged duties ; yet 
it muf# be corfefled, that a firm beiief in 
the truths of Chriftianity refulting from 
a comprehenfive view of the proofs by 
which it 4s eftablifhed, is the moft proba- 
ble means of producing in all men in- 
tegrity of life; and of animating, efpe- 
cially, the minifters of the gofpel, toa 
zealous and difcreet difcharge of their 
paftoral funétions. 

Young men who are ordained from) 
country fchools are frequently, when fer- 
tled in their curacies, ata lufs what courfe 
of Rudies to purfue: and many of them, 
as well as many of thofe who have bad 
the benefit of an univerfity education, 
are unhappily in no eondition to expend 

much 
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much money in the purchafe of theologi- 
cal books, even if they knew how to make 
a proper felegtion. : Both thefe difficulties 
are, I hope, in fome degree obviated by 
this publication ; which contains nearly 
_as much’matter as three times the number 
of ordinary volumes of the fame fize ; and 
the matter irfelf has been taken from au- 
thors of fuch eftablifhed reputation, that 
he who will take the pains to read and 
digeft what is here offered to him, will 
have acquired no inconfiderable knowledge 
in divinity. But in divinity, as in every 
ether ftudy, a man mutt think much for 
himfelf: thofe who have gone before in 
the fame purfuit may point out the road to 
him, but that is the main good they can 
do him; if he loiters in his progrefs, wait- 
ing for the vigilance of others to, pufh 
him on, he will never get to his journey’s 
end. The lectures of profeffors and tu- 
tors are doubtlefs of great ufe in every 
{cience, but their ufe does not confit fo 
much in rendering the {cience intelligible, 
if we except the firft elements of the ab- 
ftvaét {ciences, as in direéting the atten- 
tion of the ftudents to the belt books on 
every fubje&; and if to this they adda 
frequent examination into the progrefs 
which the ftudents have made, they will 
- have done all that reafonably can be ex- 
peéted from them. The republic of let- 
ters is in very different circumftances in 
the prefent age from what it was three 
centuries ago; the multiplicity of books 
which, in the courfe of that period, have 
been publifhed in every art and {cience, 
has enlarged the boundaries of knowledge, 
and given every man an opportunity, if 
he be not wanting to himfelt, of becom- 
ing ‘killed in that branch of literature 
which he fhall think fit to cultivate. And 
to fpeak the truth, though there may be 
fome dark points in divinity which the 
labour of learning may fill illuftrate, yet 
new books are not fo much wanted in that 
f{cience, as inclination in the younger 
elergy to explore the treafures of the old 
ones. 





But the ftudents who are defigned for 
the church are not the only ones to whom 
I would recommend the prattice of fet- 
ting apart fome portion of their time for 
religious enquiries; I would prefs it with 
the greateft earnefinefs and fincerity on 
the yaung men of. rank and fortune, I 
would efpecialiy intreat them to perufe 
with .unprejudiced minds, the whole of 
this colleétion ; but particularly, and with 
the ftrictelt attention, the fult, fourth, and 
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fifth volumes of it: they will there fig 
fuch convincing proofs of the Chriftian 
religion, as will preferve them, I truj 
from that contagion of infidelity which i 
the difgrace of the age. It isa very won. 
derful thing that a being fuch as map 
placed on a little globe of earth in a litle 
corner of the univerfe, cut, off from ali 
communication with the other fyftems 
which are difperfed through the immen. 
fity of fpace, imprifoned as it were on tix 
{pot where he happens to be born, almot 
utterly ignorant of the variety of piritua 
exiftencies, and circumfcribed in his know. 
ledge of material things, by their remote. 
nels, magnitude, or minutenefs, a ftran. 
ger to the nature of the very pebbles on 
which ite treads, unacquainted, or but 
very obfcurely informed by his natural’ 
faculties of his condition after death ; it 
is wonderful that a being fuch as this, 


/fhould reluétantly receive, or faltidiou( 


reje& the inftruétion of the eternal God! 
Tn recommending this collection to the 
careful peiufal of the younger clergy, [ 
would not be underftood to vouch for the 
truth of every opinion which is contained 
in it; by no means; there is no certainty 
of truth but in the word of God. Their 
Bible is the only fure foundation upon 
which they ought to build every article 
of the faith which they profefs, every 
point of doétrine which they teach. Ail 
other foundations, whether they be the 
decifions of councils, the confeffions of 
churches, the preferipts of popes, or the 
expofitions of private men, ought to be 
confidered by them as fandy and unfafe, 
as in no wile fit to be ultimately relied on, 
Nor, on the other hand, are they to’ be 
faftidioufly rejeéted as of no ule} for 
though the Bible be the one infallible rule 
by which we muft meafure the truth or 
falfhood of every religious opinion, yet 
all men are not equally fitted to apply 
this rule, and the wifeft men want on 
many occafions all the helps of, human 
learning to enable them to underftand its 
precife nature, and to define its certain 
extent, Thefe helps are great and nu- 
merous, .they have been fupplied in every 
age, fince the death of Chriit, by the 
united labours of learned men in every 
country where his religion has been re- 
ceived. Great Britain has not been back- 
ward in her endeavours to eftablifh the 
truth, and to illuftrate the doétrines of 
Chrittianity: the has not abounded fo 
much in fyftematic divines as Germany 
and Holland have done; yet the mof 
difficult 


dificult 
well difc 
by thofe 
ot this, 
Pearfon, 
lingwort 
fon, Ta 
an hunt 
preached 
collectio 
every 0! 


needs ¢ 
lated fe 
the lai 
to exe 
difficu! 
would 
unlear 
unftab 
ticifm 
and b 
ftill re 
greate 
lieve, 
with b 
fepara 
earth, 
bofom 
wifdo! 
is, wl 
the L 
glory 


Ti 
here | 
that | 
accou 
them 
ed th 
expel 
pleaf 
{ on 
Eng) 
defer 
havi 
apar 


Rait 





tained 
‘tainty 
Their 
upor 
article 
every 
All 
e the 
ns ‘of 
or the 
to be 
nfafe, 
d on, 
to be 
; for 
e rule 
1th or 
ly yet 
apply 
at on 
uman 
nd its 
tain 
1 nu- 
every 
y the 
every 
n re- 
pack- 
» the 
s of 
d fo 
many 
mot 
ficult 


Bifoop Watfon’s Trads. 


dificult points of theology have been as 
well difcuffled by our Englith divines.as 
by thofe of any other nation. In proof 
ot this, I might mention the works of 
Pearfon, Mede, Barrow, Burnet, Chil- 
jingworth, StillingAeet, Clarke, Tillot- 
fon, Taylor, Benfon, Jortin, Secker, and 
an hundred others; but the fermons 
preached at Boyle's Le&ures, and the 
collection of traéts againft popery, render 
every other argument in fupport of the 
cbfervation wholly unneceflary. The 
freedom of enquiry too, which has fub- 
fited in this country during the prefent 
century, has eventually been of great 
fervice to the caufe of Chriftianity. It 
mutt be acknowledged that the works of 
our deiftical writers have made fome few 
converts to infidelity at home, and that 
they have furnifhed the E/prits forts of 
France, and the Frey-geiffers of Germany, 
with every material objection to our reli- 
gion, ‘which they have of late years dif- 
played with much affectation of origi- 
nality: but at the fame time we mutt 
needs allow, that thefe works have ftimu- 
lated fome diftingu!fhed charaéters among ft 
the laity, and many amongft the clergy, 
to exert their talents in removing fuch 
dificuities in the Chriftian fyftem, as 
would otherwife be likely to perplex the 
unlearned, to fhipwreck the faith of the 
unftable, and to induce a reluctant {cep- 
ticifm into the minds of the molt ferious 
and beft intentioned. Some difficulties 
ftill remain, and it would bea miracle 
greater than any we are inftru¢ted to be- 
lieve, if there remained none; if a being 
with but five fcanty inlets of knowledge, 
feparated but yefterday from his mother 
earth, and to-day finkinig again into her 
bofom, could fathom the depths of the 
wifdom and knowledge of * Him which 
is, which was, and which is to coms,— 
the Lord God Almighty, to whom be 
glory and dominion for ever and ever.” 





The books and traéts which I have 
here printed are all of them fo well known, 
that there is little need-to give a long 
account of any of them. I have chofen 
them out of a great variety which fuggelt- 
ed themfelves to my mind, but I have no 
expeétation that every one fhould be 
pleafed with the choice which I have made, 
I once knew a divine of the church of 
England, of gieat eminence in it, and 
defervedly efteemed a good fcholar, who 
having accidentally taken up, ina friend’s 
apartment, a book written by a diffenter, 


Raitily laid it down again, declaring that 


199 
** he never read diffénting divinity.” £ 
ought to apologize to men of this gentle- 
man’s opinion, for having made fo much 
ufe of the works of the diffenters in this 
collection ; but the truth is, 1 did not at 
all confider the quarter from whence the 
matter was taken, but whether it was 
good, and fuited te my purpofe ; it was 
a circum(tance of utter indifference to me, 
whether it was of Paul, or Apollos, or 
Cephas, provided it was of Chritt, 

I once intended to have digefted the 
whole of theology into a connested feries 
of propofitions, with references to fuch 
authors ancient and modérn, as had 
treated the affirmative and negative fide 
of each, with the greateft clearnefs and 
precifion, The mere enunciation of a 
propofition conveys a degree of ufeful 
knowledge, and the various queftions 
which fuggeft themfelves on every infpor- 
tant fabject in divinity might be fated 
with fuch precifion, and made fo to depend 
on each other, that they would compre- 
hend in a fhort compa(s the marrow of 
many a bulky fyitem, and would at the 
fame time give fuch a regular and com. 
plete view of the whole fubjeét, as contti- 
tutes the chief utility of fyttematic trea- 
tifes. I had made fome little progrefs in 
this work, when I was feized with a dif. _ 
order three years ago, that has rendered 4 
me unequal to the exertions which its 
completion would require, If any perfon 
fhould be induced to undertake a work 
of this nature, he will find his endeavours 
much affifted by the Aphorifmi per Uni- 
verfam Theologiam Breviore., of Coccetus; 
and by his Aphorifms contra Socinianos 
et contro Pontificios; by the Syllabus 
Quaflionum precipuarum, que inter Soct- 
nianos reliquofque Ecclefie Reformate, fi- 
mul ac Pontificia Theologos ventilantur, 
publithed in Bifhop Barlow’s Remains ; 
by a fmall tra&t intitled Queftiones prae- 
cipuae, eaque nude propofitae, de Univer- 
fa Do&rina Chriftianorum, Breme 1617 5 
by the Summa Theologica of. Thomas 
Aquinas ; for notwithftanding the ridi- 
cule which ufually, in thefe days, attends 
the mere mention of the Angelic Doktor, 
I will venture to affirm, That in that 
work there are, mixed indeed with many 
difficult fubtleties and perverfe interpreta- 
tions of Scripture, not a few theological 
queftions of great moment ftated with 
clearnefs and judgment? by Doddridge’s 
Le&ures, by the Thefes Theologicae of 
Voffius, and of Le Blanc, by the Syntag- 
ma Thefium in Academia Salmurienfi dif- 
puta- 
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putatarum, by the Works of Epifcopius, 
Limborch, Turretin, Gurcelleus, Buddeus, 
Calvin, Arminius, Beckius, and by our 
Englith Divines; of whom it may be faid 
in general, that they have illuftrated par- 
ticular doétrines of Chriftianity with more 
firength of argument, and perfpicuity of 


Knox and Beattie abufed. 


language, than'are to be met with init, 
writings of the Divines of any other na, 
tion.” 

In our next we fhall prefent our readers 
with a lilt of the principal tra&s which 
form this colle&tion, ky which a judement 
may be formed of the work. 








For the WestMinsTER MaGazine, 


S$1Rk, 


The friends of the late David Hume, on all occafions, profefs wonderful liberality 
of fentiment, and reprobate, with great feverity, the language which Dr, Beattie, 
and fome other writers on the fide of Chriftianity, have made ufe of in their writings, 
The author of the following letter has colleSted the loofe invective which may be 
thrown out againit any zealous writer, and here beftows it upon Dr. Beattie and 
Mr, Knox. We cannot better expole the fallacy of his arguments than by printing 
his letter verbatim, convinced that while our readers, in general, wall perceive the 
ablurdity of his going headlong into the extreme which he affects to condemn, the 
two gentlemen in qucition, will join in the laugh, notwithftanding he has thought 
it fit and convenient to accule them of a dirty fenfe of intereft, a contemptible envy 
of fuperior merit, dogmatic tone and infolence, Se. Ge. » - 


HE varied nature of. your ingenious 

Magazine, equally calculated for en< 
tertainment and initrudtion, dete: mines me 
to trouble you with the following Os. 
SERVATIONS 3 which, although fome- 
thing out of the circle of common in- 
veltigation, may not be unacceptable to 
many of your readers. 

When a writer of merit and abilities 
feems to defert the natural path that is 
before him, in order to launch out into 
fubjefts whith he but imperfeétly under- 
ftands, we cannct he!p lamenting the 
weaknefs and vanity of human nature. 
But when not contented with fimply pro- 
p fing his own opinion, he affumes an 
Wmaginary importance, and deals around 
his empty thunders with all the pride and 
infolence of literary defpotifm, our emo- 
tions become fomething ftronger than mere 
compafhion, and receive fome tinge from a 
juitifi ible indignation. Iam forry to fay, 
that I cannot he!p confounding Mr. Knox, 
the author of effays, literary and moral, 
with this clafs of writers, however his 
qualifications and abilities may appear to 
lift him above fuch ceufure. 

Rad Mr. Knox contented himfelf with 
what his particular talents feem to require 
from him, writing effays and obf:rvations 
upen the various parts cf human life, and 
enforcing the caufe of praétical reafon and 
morality by natural obfervatians and ealy 
language, the world at large would have 
had more obligations. to him than they 
have at preient, for exhibiting himéfelf fo 


repeatedly as a flaming.politician, anda 
ftaunch divine. But the tale, pretext of 
virtue or religion, fo continually made ule 
of by ignorance and paffion, as.an excule 
for virulence and ill-mapners, will, | 
think, no longer pafs current in thisen- 
lightened age ; nor can he complain wha 
cenfures others with all the petulance of 
academic conceit, though he fhould in 
turn become obnoxious to that fatire he is 
fo ready to hettow. 

In the 140th effay of the fecond voluny, 
after fome general abufe on the fcience of 
metaphyfics, which perhaps proves nothing 
but the ignorasce.of the writer, Mr, 
Knox proceeds—-“* Eyen when cultivated 
by the honeft and truly ingenious, they 
exhibit an inftance of blameable pride. 
They aim at a fcience to which men can 
never attain, It is truly laughable, to, 
obferve a creature with hardly knowledge 
enough of the things around him, to guide 
him-with fafety, perplexing himfelf with 
ontological enquiries into the nature of 
angels, and the effence of the devil.” 

It appears to me fomething extraor- 
dinary for any writer, even Mr, Knox 
himéelf, to pretend to afcertain the precift 
bounds of human knowledge, The limits 
of human knowledge can never be defined 
by any thing but accurate experiment 
Every revolving year adds fomething to 
the common ftock, and enlarges our ideas 
of what is poffible. There was a time 
when all the common phenomena of mag- 
netifm and electricity would have appeaied 
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much beyond the faculties of man, as 
the reds metaphyfics feems to ve be- 
yond thofe of Mr. Knox; there are coun- 
tries even now, where an attempt to fly 
would excite the general abhorrence as 
forcibly, a8 an attempt to reafon does that 
of certain sree here, 

Why then fhould any attempt to enlarge 

our knowledge on any fide, exhibit an 
inftance of blameable pride ? It appears to 
me, that if the fuperiority of man confifts 
in the fuperiority of his imtelleStual facul- 
ties, no attempt to improve them can be 
calied either blameable or prefirmptuous. 
Thofe faculties are the peculiar prefent 
and diftinguifhing ‘privilege imparted to 
him by the author of his nature. Every 
thing around ftimulates him moft forcibly 
to their exertion; nor can any fpecies of 
cutiofty appear more natural, or more 
laudable, than the defire to be acquainted 
with himfelf, his principles of a€tion, and 
the laws of his own exiftence. Nor does 
it Appear lefs inevitable, that man, after 
having farveyed himfelf ‘and the beings 
which more immediately furround him, 
fhould extend his refearches a litte farther. 
Ravithed and tranfported as he féels him- 
felf with the contemplation of that ad- 
mirable ordet which prevails below, will 
he not attempt to afcend a little higher, 
and form fome induétions relative to its 
caufeand end? No, fays Mr. Knox, this 
is enquirimg into the nature of angels, 
and the eflence of the devil! alas, Mr. 
Knox, were all enquiries of that nature 
exploded, what oecafion fhould we have 
for you, or any of your reverend order? 
* But “ even Malebranche and Locke, 
the moft rational of the metaphyficians, 
are daily lofing ground.” And is’ not 
every ferious purfuit, is not reafon, is not 
common honefty, and the Bible ftfelf, 
daily lofing ground in an age deditated to 
idlenefs and frivolity? And, if Mr. Knox 
himfelf is fometimes read, may not the 
fhortnefs of his effays and their fupérficial 
tendency be one of the moft powerful 
reafons ? 

“* Such miferable efte&ts of metaphyfical 
refearch has induced an amiable writer, 
whofe heart and abilities vie with each 
other for excellence, to vindicate the na- 
ture and immutability of truth, ‘to expofe 
the futility Of metaphyfics, to’ confound 
the devices of their patrons, and to efta- 
blith the natural rights of com#idn fenfe. 
This formidable champion hat gived”the 
laft fatal blow to languithing ae iftry + 
a blow which, that fhe may never recover, 


‘tvery man muf wifi, who’ knows the 
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baneful influence of a Hume's dark in- 
ventions, and whg defires to counteract 
at.” 

There is fomething fo fingularly abfurd 
in all this paffage, eat ne elaie rea 
of our fenfes is {carcely fufficient to make 
us believe it can exit in the works of any 
decent and rational author. To launch 
out into fuch pee and promifcuous in- 
vective againft the profeflors of a parti- 
cular fcience, which happens not.to be 
agreeable to the effayift’s talk, and which 
by his own confeffion, he can know very 
little of, is more cenfonant to the {pirit of 
the inquifition in the fixteenth century. than 
to the mild and philofophical genius of the 
prefent age. .And, after all, what is this 
particular fcience which has the misfortune 
te incur fo much of .Mr. Knox's ~_- 
nation. Nothing lefs than the univerfal 
fcience of arrangement, in refpeét to all 
the complicated fabric of human know- 
ledge. ‘That fcience which either com- 
bines the fimpleft ideas into the moft com- 
plicated notions, or which analizes the 
moft complicated into the moft fi 
principles. That fcience, which I will 
venture to fay, is abfolutely neceflary for 
every man who would inveltigate the prin~ 
ciples either of politics or morality, or 
even of tafte and verbal criticifm, as we 
may fee in the works of. Ariftotle, Lon- 
ginus, Lord Kaims, and Mr-Burke. It 
is that {cience which all the holders of 
‘councils and makers of creeds, from St. 
Athanafies down to Dr. Waterland, have 
entertained a fincular refj for, though 
they underftood it as little as Dr, Beattie 
or Mr. Knox.’ In one word, let Mr. 
Knox, or any of his friends, thew me, 
how any one fabjeé that relates. to human 
life, unlefs it be the mere remembrance of 
our fimple perceptions, can be properly 
treated without borrowing fomething from 
what may be properly deemed metapiyfics, 
and I will indeed allow the art to be as 
contemptible as it appears in the writings 
of this gentleman, or his friend Dry 
Reattie. 

Had Mr. Knox contented himfelf with 
calling in queftion the utility of this 
fcience in refpect to common underftand- 
ings and charaéters, had he attempted to 
prove that feod and raiment, and the other 
neceflaries of human life, may be procured 
without profound inveftigations into the 
nature of body and fpirit, I believe no 
reafonable’ perfons would ever have con- 
troverted ‘his opinion. This is true of _ 
metaphyfics, but it is equally true of 
almolt every other art and feience: it 16 
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true, I believe, of almoft every thing that 
is taught at our public fchools and uni- 
verfities: true even of Latin verfe, and the 
‘Greek language; though Mr. Knox thinks 
the one neceflary tor Englifh {chool-boys, 
and the other for country apothecaries. 
Nor is there, I believe, any great danger 
that fuch perfons as have been now de- 
fcribed, fhould ever be led aftray by fo 
févere and abftraét a ftudy as we are now 
examining ;° and I will engage to thew a 
thoufand individuals who have hurt their 
circumftances and neglected their family 
‘aftairs, °in -purfuit of mufic and literary 
trifles, for one that has been ruined by 
the ftudy of Hame and Berkley. 

But whencesI wonder is all this acri- 
amony? Why mutt. every perfon who 
chufes to-acquire a metaphylical know- 
ledge, be»branded by the fevereft terms of 
reproach, and reprobated as an enemy to 
the. human fpecies ?.' Has. there been a 
lingle divine that has ever drawn his grey- 
goofe quill either againft infidels, feétaries, 

‘or Roman catholics, that has not made the 
mot of: his metaphyfical ttock, and :dif- 
played his wares of this kind with une- 
quivocal fatisfaction ? Is it peffible to deny 
that this fcience, which infits upon an 
‘accuracy in the ufe of terms almoft equal 
to that.of.geometry, is a:moft noble exer- 
cife-cf the underftanding, and may there- 
fore be made as advantageous to the caufe 
of ‘truth as ever it was friendly to that of 
error? Or does Mr. Knox fo far believe 
im the prowefs of that. fecond Tommy 
Thumb, his friend Dr. Beattie, as to 
think he has effe&tually.cleared the world 
of all metaphyfical giants; if fo, I will 
venture to infinuate that he is moft grofsly 
miftaken: for every fubile, vigorous, and 
enterprifing mind, that is inclined to de- 
‘ftroy the eltablifhed fabrics of government 
cand religion, will always have recourfe to 
thefe moit formidable weapons, and pre- 
pare himfelf tor the contelt with all the 
aifiduity of a Roman recruit; and, in 
that cafe, it will be of little advantage to 
the caufe of truth, that all its friends-are 
totally unprepared for its defence, or have 
jaid afide their beft defenfive armour. 

{ thall conclude this eflay with fome 
odfervations wpon that formidable draw- 
caofir, Dr. Beattie, that your readers may 
be enabled to judge whether Mr. Knox 
33 more happy in his praifes than he feems 
ao be in his cenfures; and whether that 
mighty champion really deferves all the 
laurels with which his friends have crowned 
him. When Bithop Berkeley firit calied 
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in queltion the commonly received opinion 
concerning matter, he did it upon thefe 
principles. He found that it was yni. 
verfally agreed, that-all-the knowledge of 
man mutt confift either in immediate fen, 
fations, or in thofe ideas which bri 
them back to the memory,.‘and are the 
fubjects of the operations, of the mind, 
He alfo found, that a diftin&tion had been 
commonly admitted between what were 
called the primary and fecondary qualities 
of matter. It was allowed, that all the 
aflemblage of founds, of tates, of {mells, 
of vilible perceptions, were only modifi. 
cations of a fentient mind,. and could 
therefore only exift when,they. were ac. 
tually perceived. But folidity, :extenfion, 
and impenetrability, were fuppofed to have 
a real and independent exiftence in mater, 
and were therefore called its primary qua. 
lities, The acutenefs of .Mr. Berkeley 
made him foon perceive that this diftinc. 
tion was entirely falfe,, and that all the 
primary qualities were ,as;abfolutely mo- 
difications of a percipient,mind, as the 
fecondary ones had hitherto been.allowed 
to be.; And this truth, js; fo very unde. 
niable, that Dr. Beattie’s great architype 
and original Reid exprefsly confirms it in 
thefe words: ** Indeed, -no man.can con- 
ceive any-fenfation to refemble,any known 
quality of bodies ; nor can any man how, 
by any. good argument, that.all. our {en- 
fations might not have been as they are, 
though no body, nor quality of body, had 
ever exifted.”* What then becomes of 
matter,, which has hitherto made fuch a 
figure in all philofophical difcourfes? It is 
very evident, that we have no other me- 
thod of being acquainted with, its nature, 
than by, the impreffions which ave made 
upon our fenfes,; but, if thefe.impreffions 
are neither qualities.of matter, nor refem- 
ble them, it is plain that we haye no pol: 
fible method of becoming acquainted with 
matter at all, and that this term can fig- 
nify no more than a fecret myfterious kind 
of being, whofe exiftence may be fairly 
doubied. But, whatever Berkeley might 
think concerning the caufe of our fen- 
fations, he never called in queftion their 
reality. He knew,and admitted, like any 
other common perfon, that we were con- 
tinually receiving impreffions from an ex- 
ternal. caufe; this caufe had been com- 
monly called matter, and was imagined to 
be endowed with all thefe powers of aéting 
upon us by the Deity himfelf: but, after 


having ftated his reafons for doubting the ° 


agency, and cyen ¢ailtense, @f this pre- 
tended 


* Inquiry into the Human Mind, p. 85. 
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gended caufe, he carries our fenfations vp 
to an higher origin, the immediate power 
of the Deity acting upon our rainds by 
ular and eftablifhed laws., If this con- 
cife account of Berkeley's opinions be 
‘yft, it muft be-evident, that though they 
were univerfally admitted, they would not 
roduce the dealt change on the common 
condut of life. The Berkeleian, never 
doubting the truth of his own fenfations, 
and admitting the fame connection and 
order between them that every other per- 
fon does, would aét precifely in the fame 
manner, would.avoid the fire from the 
fear of being | and a pe ey 
from the apprchenfion of being cruthed. 
Shonld you why he avoids what 
xi! own fenfations, he 
y Jangh at fo -nonfenfical a 
sieftion. would afk, in his turn, 
ther pain and pleafure exift.any where 
43 ny fyftem? And, there- 
eir exiftence, and 
fion with 
vever he might doubt about 
the caufe, whether the fame motives were 
not continually prefent to him, that can 
2& upon any other human being? Let us 
fuppof, that the lightelt preffure upon 
fome particular nerve, or the mere touch 
ofa feather by fome inexpligable mecha- 
nifm, fhould excite in a partreular pérfon 
the moft violent paroxifms of pain, would 
the infignificance of the caufe make the 
fufferer 2 whit more indifferent about the 
feniation >? Would he not, on the con- 
trary, avoid the agency of thefe infigni- 
feant caufes, jult as carefully as we do 
what are called real dangers? For, in no 
cafe is it the confideration of the caufe 
which guides our conduét in common 
life, fince of this, according to every 
iyftem, we are profoundly ignorant, but 
the experience of the fenfations, which, as 
effets, are produced within ourfelves. 
What then fhall we think about a phi- 
lofopher, who, profeffedly writing upon 
the immutability of truth, in oppofition to 
the bifhop’s opinions, has no better argu- 
thents to produce than the moft low and 
vulgar jeits about breaking cur fhins 
againft pofts, or gaining bloody nofes, 
which however unanfwerable they may 
appear to many of Dr. Beattie’s admirers, 
have not the moft diftant conneétion with 
the fubje&t ? What fhall we think of this 
great controverfial writer, who, after load- 
ing his adverfaries with every invective 
that Billingfgate or Scotland can fupply, 
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and carrying on his ftupid raillery through 
thirty pages, is fo confummately ignorant 
of what he writes about, as dogmatically 
to pronounce, that were Berkeley’s prin= 
ciples univerfally believed, ‘ in lefs than 
a month after, there could not, without. 
another miracle, be one human creature 
alive on the face of the earth,”* 

What renders this the more extraor- 
dinary, is, that this bungling imitator of 
Dr. Reid, in dire& contradiétidn to his 
own affertions, cannot help granting every 
principle upon which Beikeley’s conclu- 
fions are founded. Every thing, fays 
Dr. Beattie, muft be finally refolved into 
this principle: ** That things are as our 
fenfes reprefent them ;” yet he immediately | 
proceeds—** When I touch a ftone, I am 
eonfcious of a certain fenfation, which I 
call a fenfation of hardnefs. But this 
fenfation is not hardnefs itfelf, nor any 
thing like hardne/s: it is nothing more 
than a fenfation or feeling in my mind,”+ 
Thus, according to this moft perfpicuous 
writer, all external things are as our fenfes 
reprefent them; but in the only inftance 
he is pleafed to bring, the external thing 
is neither what our fenfes reprefent it to 
be, nor any thing like it. 

When I thus freely cenfure Dr. Beattie, 
it arifes neither from animofity nor diflike, 
but from a fenfe of juftice. I admit him to 
be a man of genius and information, and 

I very much admire his poetry. I have, 
indeed, often wondered what perverfe in- 
fatuation could make him defert the flower 
ficids of imagination, in which he is fo 
well calculated to excel, for the bleak and 
barren regions of metaphyfics, in which 
he is a total ftranger. Above all, I have 
wondered at his thrufting himfelf forward 
into a controverfy, to which *he was no 
more equal than Therfites was to Heétor, 
or Dolon to Achilles, But that which 
above all difgufts me, and is the caufe of 
the feverity which I now exercife, is, that 
fcurrility and ribaldry with which he treats 
every one that differs in opinion from hime 
felf. This the Do&tor may, perhaps, -at- 
tribute to an holy zeal; but the impartial 
world will attribute it to a very different 
caufe; either a dirty fenfe of intereft, or 
a contemptible envy of fuperior talents, 

I have fent you this criticifm u 
Meffrs Knox and Beattie, becaufe I have 
a natural averfion to that dogmatic tone 
and infolence, with which thefe gentlemen 
take upon them to decide, concerning fub- 
jets which they do not underttand, and 
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authors whom they have fearcely read. If 
any of their friends, or admirers, chufe to 
undertake their vindication, I fhall be 
ready to fupport the charges I have 
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brought, by freth quotations : 
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To th Enitor of the WestTmMINSTER Macazine, 


Sir, 4 
Quo femel yf imbuta recens, fervabit odorem Tefla dit. 


T a time when a reformation of man- 
ners is faid to be fo much wanted, 
you will excufe my troubling you with a 
few refle&tions on the education of chil- 
dren, fince on that bufinefs being properly 
managed depends the happinefs of the 
rifin generation ; for, as my motto ex- 
prefles it, the veffel will long preferve the 
tinGure of the liquor, with which it once 
is feafoned when new. No argument can 
be more light and futile than that ufed by 
many parents for too much indulging 
their children, ** becaufe that, when they 
grow old, they will know better, and 
that their fpirits fhould not be too much 
damped in their childhood.” This feems 
to be an argument borrowed from the 
native Indians of America, whofe chil- 
dren are indulged in all manner of Jiber- 
ty; they’are never, upon any account, 
ehaftifed with blows, and very rarely even 
chidden. Reafon, they fay, will guide 
their children when they come to the ufe 
of it, and before that time their faults 
cénnot be very great; but blows might 
abate the free and martial fpirit which 
makes the glory of their people, and 
might render the fenfe of honour duller, 
by the habit of a flavith motive to ation. 
When they are grown up, they experience 
nothing like command, dependance, or 
fubordination ; even ftrong perfuafion is 
induftrioufly forborn by thofe who have 
influence among them, as what may look 
too like command, and appear a fort of 
violence offered to their will. But, fure- 
ly, though this mode of bringing up a 
young Indian in the wilds of America 
may be juftifiable, fatal would be the 
confequence, fhould any Britifh parent 
adopt fuch a cuftom here, where innume- 
rable temptations every day offer to allure 
the unwary youth into the paths of folly, 
diffipation, and vice: temptations that 
are unknown in the tracklefs woods and 
torefts of America, and the forerunners 
to thof crimes and irregularities, at the 
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recital of which, even thofe we ftiomat. 
with the name of Barbarians wad, ~ 
tainly blufh. The celebrated Spartan 
lawgiver, Lycurgus, loeked upon the 
education of youth as the greateft and 
moft important obje& of a legiflator’s 
care. Hisgrand principle was, that chil. 
dren belonged more to the ftate, than to 
their parents ; and therefore he would not 
have them brought up according to their 
humours and fancies, but would have the 
ftate entrufted with the general care of 
their education, in order to have them 
formed upon conftant and uniform prin- 
ciples, which might infpire them betimes 
with the love of their country and of vir- 
tue. Children were accuftomed from 
their infancy not to be nice or difficult in 
their cating ; not to be afraid of being 
left alone in the dark ; not to give them- 
felves up to peevithnefs and ill-humour, 
nor to have any thing which they cried 
for; to walk barefoot, that they might 
be inured to fatigue ; to lie hard at night; 
to wear the fame clothes winter and fum- 
mer, in order to harden them againt cold 
and heat; and their whole education, 
properly fpeaking, was only an appren- 
ticefhip of obedience. To advife parents 
to bring up their children*in this manner, 
in thefe days of luxury, would appear to 
be attempting what is cruel and inhuman; 
but daily experience convinces us, that 
the moft hearty and the ftouteft men are 
thofe, who had the feweft indulgences 
granted them in their early years, -To 
that delicate and effeminate manner, in 
which the generality of the youth of our 
nobility and gentry are brought up, muf 
be attributed the caufe of that lofs we 
fhould be frequently at, to diftinguith boys 
from girls, did not their different d 
denounce their fex, That race ef fturdy 
Britons, for which this nation was once 
fo celebrated, admired, and envied, feems 
now dwindling apace; and thofe manly 
and martial fports, which ufed formerly 
) 
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5 be the delight and paftime of wit ger 
sive way to the pernicious knowl ge of 
he ufe of cards and dice, which ualify 
nem for gamblers and fharpers, inftead of 
heroes and warriors, Since then the edu- 
ation of children is of fo much confe- 


quence to the rifing generation, furely 
little more need be fad to perfuade parents 
and guardians to pay it the moft ferious 
attention. ' 
R. J. 
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JOURNAL of the PROCEEDINGS of the FIR 
SESSIONS of the SIXTEENTH PARLI AME 


of GREAT-BRITAIN. 
HOUSE 0 


Wednefday, April 4. 
Ft H E Royal affent was given by com- 
mifion to the American intercourfe 
bill. The commiffioners were the Arch- 
bithop of Canterbury, the Lord Chan- 
cellor, and the Marquis of Carmarthen. 
Read a firft time the militia bill, 
Read a fecond time the Whitby road 
and the Coleine inclofure bills. 
Heard counfel in the caufe of Stuart 


flay, April 12. 

Paffed the Colerne inclofure bill and the 
Timberland drainage bill. 

Reported the Bermondfey paving bill, 
and the Uxbridge road bill, 

Read a fecond time the Sunderland 
harbour bill; alfo the Meriden inclofure 
bill. 

The order of the day was read for the 
third reading of the bill, intituled, ** An 
aft for appointing commiffioners to en- 
quire into the fees and abufes in certain 
offices, &c."” Lord Stormont roie up, 
and fignified his entiré fatisfaétion in the 
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amendinents adopted by their Lordthips 
to the bill. Two or three very trifling 
alterations were afterwards propofed 
Lord Sydney, and agreed to by the Houfe, 
after which the bill paffed, and was or- 
dered to be fent to the Houfe of Com- 
mons for their concurrence to the amend- 
ments. 

Pafled the Uxbridge road bill, and the 

_Bermondfey paving bill. 

In a Committee went through the mi-+ 
litia bill without amendments. 

In a Committee went through and re 
ported the Sunderland harbour bill, and 
the Ingleftone inclofure bill. 

Heard counfel further in the caufe of 
Martha Grove and others, appellants, 
and Sir James Grant, refpondent. 

Friday, April 15. 

Read a fecond time the two Exchequer 
lean bills ;alfo the Avon navigation 
bill. 

Read a firft time the corn bill. 

Heard counfel further in the caufe of 
Grove andGrant. Affirmed the decree. 





HOUSE OF 


COMMONS. 


Tuefday, April 3. 


A Petition was prefénted from the coun- 

'™ ty of Nottingham, relative to a par- 
iamentary reform. The fame was read, 
and ordered to lie on the table. 

Mr. Alderman Newnham made a re- 
port from the Committee on corn, and 
the fame being read, a motion was made, 
“ That leave be given to bring in a bill 
to explain and amend an aét made ja the 


twenty-firt year of his prefent Majelty, 
intituled, “ An aé& for further regulat- 
ing and afcertaining the importation ang 
exportation of corn and grain within fe- 
veral ports and places therein mentioned 5 
and for extending the powers and provie 
fions thereof té all places within that part 
of Great-Britain called England.”-—~ 


Ordered. 
oT Wednefiayy 
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Wednefday, April 4. . 

A motion was made for leave to bring 
in a bill, ‘ for authorizing the prize 
agents, appointed by the officers of Gi- 
braltar,’ to pay to the agents of the corps, 
compofing the faid garrifon, all fuch fums 
as fhall remain or come to their hands, of 
the bounty allowed for the deftruétion of 
certain Spanith fhips of war.” Agreed 
to. 

Monday, April 11. 

The Chancellor of the Exchequer rofe 
and faid, that fuch was the ftate of the 
finances of the kingdom, as to afford 
great room for public confolation. The 
taxes of laft year hdd been produdtive he- 
yond what had been expected ; and he 
hoped and trafted, that by perfevering 
in the fume line of oeconomy and exer- 
tion, provifion would be made for the 
gradual extinftion of the national debt, 
Tt was his defign to eftablifh a finking 
fund of a million a year, whereby our 
mational debt would be gradually dimi- 
nifhed ; and he was perfuaded, that the 
exiting taxes would enable him to put a 
million this year to the account of the 
finking fund ; for the amount of the 
taxes would be 15,000,000 and a half, 
and the national expences, according to 
the beft eftimae he had been enabled to 
form, wotld not exceed 14,055,0001. 
and he had no doubt that, by perfevering 
in the meafures that had been fet on foot, 
and by following them up with others of 
a fimilar tendency, this kingdom might 
be relieved from alj its difficulties and 
embarraffments, and even raifed to a mott 
confpicuous and fplendid ftate in the con- 
fideration of the other European powers. 

Mr, Pitt then moved, that an account 
of the nett produce of the taxes from 
Mich aelmas, 31783, to Chriftmas, and 
from Chriftmas to 5th April, 17845 and 
alfo the produce in the fame quarters the 
following year, be laid upon the table ; 
obferving, that the produce of the taxes 
of the Jalt quarter amounted to 3.066,0001. 
a fum confiderably exceeding the produce 
of the taxes in the correfponding quarter 
of the preceding year, and thence in- 
ferring, that comparing the revenue with 
the public expenditure, a furplus of a 
million would arife applicable to the fink- 
ing fund; and adding, that he meant to 
provide the fame fum annually towards 
the difcharge of the national debt. 

Mr. Sheridan thought .»e Right Hon. 
Genveman’s eftimate not accurate, be- 
caufe the quarter on which he had formed 
mt was that where a larger fum was due 
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than would acerue in the other three pa: 
riods of the year, owing to the horfe.t; 

the game-tax, the hat-tax, licences, ie 
being paid annually, and confequently 
included in the quarter he had feleéed, y 

Mr. Pitt faid, that the hat-tax was con.’ 
tinually bringing money to the Exchequer, 
and the horfe-tax promifed to be inane 
productive than had been expected, and 
he trufted the idea he had thrown og 
with refpeét to an annual furplus of a 
million of money to the finking fund 
would not prove a vifionary matter, 

Mr. Fox faid, that however they might 
difagree in other refpects, he was ha 
that perfect unanimity prevailed with fe. 
gard to that moft effential.of al] objets, 
the diminution of the national debt, He 
thought the Right Hon, Gentleman's 
calculation too high, and withed him to 
make an unfailing refource for the fink. 
ing fund of 1,000,000]. a year, and if 
pofible to increale it to 2,000,000), 

After feveral other members hid de. 
livered their opinions, Mr. Pitt's propo. 
fitions were put and carried. 

Mr. Sheridan moved for an account of 
the nett produce of the taxes of 1783; 
as did Mr. Steele for the produce of thofe 
of the preceding year, and both the mo. 
tions were carried. 

Mr. Phelips, Chairman of the Com. 
mittee appointed to try the merits of the 
eleftion petition for the county of Bucks, 
made the following report + ‘* That John 
Aubrey, Efq. is duly ele&ted a Knight of 
the Shire to ferve in this prefent Parlia. 
ment for the county of Bucks,” ' 

Monday, April 18. 

Mr. Pitt rofe to call the attention of 
the Houfe to the important fubje& of a 
reform in the reprefentation of the peo- 
ple in Parliament; after a long intro. 
duétion fuitable to the fubjeét, in the 
courfe of which he propofed, that a cer- 
tain number of decayed boroughs thould 
be diftributed among the counties, he 
faid, he imagined, the Houfe would 
agree with him in thinking that there were 
about thirty-fix boroughs fo decayed as 
to come within the fcheme of fuch an 
operation. Seventy-two would therefore 
be the number of members to be added 
to the counties in fuch proportion as the 
wifdom of Parliament might direét, and 
this number it was his intention to pro- 
pofe fhould be fixed and unalterable. 
The operation muft be gradual, as he i- 
tended that the boroughs fhould be dif- 
franchifed on their own voluntary appli» 
cation to Parliament. Gentlemen mut 

be 
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franchife of fuch boroughs as might be 
induced to accept of it under the circum- 
ftances which he had mentioned. 


* three pe. 


rf without an adequate confideration bein 





nees, &r, ’ 5 i i 
. to the boroughs ; and he trufte After entering very Jargely into the 
weet et gentlemen would not ftart atthe idea fubjeét, Mr. Pitt concluded ia ipo with 


of fuch a confideration being peevided 


moving ‘* for leave to bring in a bill for 
for, A reform could only brought § g 


amending the reprefentation of the people 
in Parliament.” ‘ 


was con.’ 
xchequer, 


More 
fed, and 


about by two means, by an aét of power, 
os by an adequate confideration, which 
might induce bodies or individuals to 









Mr. Duncombe feconded the motion 
Mr, Powys delivered his fentiments again 


ay ry part with rights which they confidered as the plan; as did Lord North. The de- 
: s Ps mF fpecies ot valuable inheritance, or of bate continued till about four o'clock in 
e m) rfonal property. ‘Toa reform by vio- the morning, in which many of the meme 
eo, pace he, and he was fenfible many others, bers delivered their opinions for and 
a had an infurmountable objeétion ; but he againft the motion; at which time the 


confidered a reform in the reprefentation 








Houfe divided on the queftion for leave te 


| with re. j ing i i 

. of the people an objeé&t of fuch value bring in the bill 
shes, and saletente, that he did not helitate . Ayes — 174 
vs He J ;, his own mind to propofe and to recom- Noes — 248 
ay mend to the Houfe the eftablifhment of -a a 
he rh fund for the purpofe of purchafing the Majority againft the reform 74 


» and if 
oI. 


had de. 

















: propo. For the WESTMINSTER MacaZine. 

mu PMONTHLY ann CRITICAL REVIEW 
of thok j P 

he inl. For A‘P Ril L, (1785. 





So An Addrefs to Parliament, on the Situ- men of abilities to accept of a fubfiftencé 
Bucks, ation of the Navy Surgeons. Towhich during war, and poverty after it. ~ 

a" Tike are added, Medical Striftures apper- Mr. Renwick’s pamphlet we can res 
ah f taining to the Health of his Majeity’s commend to the attention of the publick. 
oo Seamen ; addreffed to. the Lords of the The animated language, and knowledge 


Parliae 


Admiralty. With Obfervations on fuf- 
pended Animation. By William Ren- 
wick, Surgeon in the Royal Navy. 





of the fubject, the zeal which he difplays 
to ferve a community of which he has 
been a member, refle&t honour on his 


hd Law, Ave-Maria Lane, &c. 2s.17%5. head.and heart. But what are the efforts 
rey HE benevolent intentions of this of individual philanthropy, if they are 
‘ee ™ author appeared in fome letters pub- “not feconded by men who have it in their 
i the lifhed a confiderable time fince on the fub- power to redrefs the grievances in quef- 
a ject of the little provifion made for the tion ?—It is not without laughter that we 
thould navy furgeons, We were then of opi- mention a circumftance which he relates, 
my nion, and are fo ftill, that his pamphlet and which proves the wretched fhifts navy 
would metits attention. It is certain that unlefs furgeons are put to, after being difmiffed. 
ian navy furgeons are to be allowed a proper —One of them who began practice in the 
» pa fubjittence during peace, and not turned country, wrote over his deor, * ALEx- 
* a out into the wide world without a fhil- anpberR Mac Sacg, Man-MIipwire 
ie ling, after a war, men of abilities and FYRromM THE Royat Navy.” Rifum te- 
; added liberal education will not offer themfelves neatis.’ 

he to the fervice. And it is to this négleét ; 

read of fo ufeful a body of men, that we are Remarks on’ the Commutation Aét, ad- 
_ to attribute the ignorance of rafh boys dreffed to the People of England. Beck- 
a. who pafs at Surgeons Hall, after an ex- ett. 18, 6d. 1785. Gals 
“4 , amination which is a burlefque. But the This is no defpicable writer. His file 
" Me gentlemen of the Hall cannot be blamed. and manner are much fuperior to the com- 
¢ ‘They mutt pafs thofe who come before mon abilities of political writers. He is 
mut them, agr have they any power to compel an irreconcileable enemy to the Commu- 


be 


tation 








ee ee ee a ee eee 
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the ufe of mercuty ; this author; frani 


tation A&t, and offers by far the beft ar- 
goments which have appeared againtt that 
celebrated meafure. is zeal may be 
conceived from the concluding period of 
the pamphlet.—** And thus,” adds he, 
&¢ this ftrange Commutation was produced; 
the wretched offspring of rafh vanity and 
umptuous fpeculation! In an_ evil 
oe it was brought forth—the heir of 
imaginary greatnefs and ideal honours, 
but a devoted victim to fubftantial dif- 
ice—the very pretender of the taxes, 
anvefted with a pompous name, and dig- 
nified with ridiculous titles of fuperflu- 
ous excellency ; but, after a weak effort 
at eftablifhment, univerfally fcouted thro’ 
the nation, and attainted as an hereditary 
tyrant, from thé firft moment of its ap- 
pearance. ; 
© Let us paufe from this levity of con» 
Sure, Let the author of this baneful 
meafure be inftruéted by the fame re- 
§peftable chara&ter to whofe dpinions we 
have before appealed. Let him fubmit to 


learn fome retpéeét’ for the eafe and *hap~ 


pinefs of a tree country, from even the 
fervant of a-defpotie fovereign.. Let him 
Jearn by Mr. Neckar’s precept, that the 
roinifter of finance, whom either the want 
of wifdom or of principle incapatitates, 
or perverts from the difcovery, or the 
que of. the beft and eafieft impofts for the 
fapport of the community, ought inftant- 
ly to renounce a fituation which is dif- 
grace to himfelf, and a ruin to his coun- 
try.” 


Praftical Obfervations on the Venereal 
Difeafe, condemning the Ufe of Mer- 
cury, clearly pointing out a fafe and 
{peedy Method of curing Claps, Gleets, 
and other Complaints of the Urinary 
Paffage, without exhibiting the lealt 
Particle of that baneful Miveral, by.a 
fimple Application to the Part affected, 
difcovered by the Authur, and proved 
by a Series of Years Praétice in the 
Army. Alfo, an approved Mode of 
re-eftablifhing’ the Health of Patients 
labouring under Venereal Symptoms, 
without a Day’s Confinement, Reftraint 
of Diet, or endangering the Confti- 
tution with Mercurials, Illuftrated by 

» a Variety of feleét Cafes. To which 
is added, Remarks on the Application 
of Preventives. By Mr, Neale, Sur- 
geon, late of his Majelty’s Fifth Bat- 
talion of Infantry, and Surgeon in 
London. Burnet, 3s. 6d. 1785. 
After fome fenfible obfervations on the 

venereal difeafe, in which he reprobates 


number of cafes, *proves the fy this 
cacy and fafety of the Montpelion m 
zem, which he ftrongly collie 
together with a certain Bower, aga J 
ventive, both which are to be had of te 


author. 


The propofed Syftem of Trade with Ie: 
land explained. 8vo. 18. 6d, 6.G 
and J. J. Robinfon. 178s, 
We with it were in our power to gi 

an extraé&t from this pamphlet, which bef 

the utmoft moment at this crifis, a5 
contains a chain of reafoning very netef. 

fary for politicians. and manufacturers ‘4 

attend to. We fulpect, too, it come 

from high authority. “However that my 
be, it is not to be clafled with the gene. 
rality of political pamphlets, being in 
point of writing, argument, (hfe ind 
moderation far fuperior to them, and 
far fuperior to any which have appear 
on the fame fubject. 


The Works of Henry Fielding, Ef, 
with the Life of the Author.. A new 
Edition, in ten Volumes. 4), in 4 
All the Bookfellers. 1785. 

This new editiofy of the works of our 
inimitable author is improved by the ad- 
dition of the Fathers,.or the Good-na- 
tured Man, a play difcoyered fome yeas 


fince by Mr. Garrick, and attributed to 


Fielding ; however prevalent the. belief 
of this may have been, we fee no internal 
evidence of Fielding’s genius in it, as it 
differs in manner from every one of his 
plays, 


Account of the Miifical Performaiices ip 
Weftminfter Abbey, and the Pantheon, 
May 26, 27, 29, and June 3 and 5, 
1784, in Commemoration of Handel, 
by Charles Burney, Muf. D. F,R.S. 
ato. al.as. G.G. and J. J. Robins 
fon. 1785. 
The life of Handel contains many cu- 

rious anecdotes, and Dr, Burney’s ac- 

count of the performances is {cientific and 
highly infiruétive. ‘The work is to be 
confidered as an elegant tribute from one 
of the profeffion to the Shakefpear of Mu- 
fic, and as a monument to perpetuate the 
memory of the grandeft entertainment ever 
provided in the world for the lovers of 
mafic. ‘The plates, in number feven, are ' 
well executed, and give a reprefentation 
of the medal ftruck and worn on occéfion 
of the commemoration, Handel's monv- 
ment in the Abbey, the three tickets of 

admiffion, 
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nc! > which, 
well as fome hofpitals, has reafon to 
Jef the occafion which gave rife to it. 


Treatife i with a new and 
fuccefeFul operating, i- 
cularly in of the Break ond 
Teltis, whereby Pain is confiderably 
diminifhed, the Cure or Healing of the 
Part greatly accelerated, and Defor- 
mity prevented.” By Henry Fearon, 
of the Company of Surgeons, and Sur- 
m to the Surry Difpenfary. &vo, 
. Johafon. 1784- ovis ; 
Mr, Fearon is of opinion, ‘that. the 
sreater number of patients have ne returg 
of the difeafe after the part affected has 
been carefully difleéted away, and not- 
withttanding the difpofition to cancer, the 
verfon who fubmits to the operation. in 
time, may live, afterwards to old age, or 
die of a different difeafe, without the lea 
return of cancer, unlefs fome excitin; 
caufe oceur td produce it. ~ The meti 
of operation which he recommends, con- 


: 
ve 


209 
fifts in diffecting away all the difeafed 
of the breaft or teftis, through one Seale 
longitudinal incifion, large enough to ad- 
cafid part or parts‘ and tes emt 
part or parts, en bri 
of the wound in pectin $e. 
taining them in that fituation by flips of 
fticking plaitter, ligature, or both it ne- 
7 ull they unite by what is 
the frit intention, which they generally 
do in a few days, wi ever forming 


fu on. : 
a Bearer pad rey) of introduce. 
ing this mode into general practice, b 

lester in the Medic: Journal of Dr. Sine 
mons, and in this pamphlet he explains 
the theory of the diforder, relates feyeral 
important cafes, and gives the modus apes 
randi in a. minpte, ‘and at the fame time 
clear detail; and it is with pleafure we 
mention an improvement, which while it 
fess the pyr 2 honous, confers many 
advan on the chirurgical art, and 
inary Wn ac oneercl general good to thofe 
afflicted ,with caneers, which have been, 


not improperly, termed opprobrium medic 


te te 
. ic 
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THE ENG LIS 
ON 


was 


turday, April 2, a new Coinely 

rodaedd E Covent-Garden The. 
atre, called Fafbionable Levities, written 
by Mr. M‘Nally, author of Retaliation, 
Triftram Shandy, Robin Hood, 8c. 


DRAMATIS | PERSON. 


Mr. Ordeal—a.merchant retired from 
bufinefS, poffeffed of wealth, which’ he 
means to bequeath to ‘his ward Clara ; 
for whom, allo, he has a tender affection, 
and wifhes to marry. He is a moralift, 
and a man of great probity ; educates fis 
ward in privacy, hor allows her to mix 
with the fahhionable world.—Mr. Hén- 
derfon. a 

Mr. Welford—a young man of for- 
tune, poffefled of a generous 
heart, but tinétured with levity, and al- 
though in quelt of the real miftrefs of his 
affeftions, attempts an intrigue with Sir 
Buzzard’s Lady.—Mr. Leavis. 

Douglas—aScutch officer, who acciden- ' 
tally faw the ward of Mr. Ordeal, and . 
{mitten with her charms, endeavours to 

APRIL, 1785. 


¥ 


Greek and Latin to his ward, 
een tigi however, he tea 
_love, and is 


her, by 


“Tuit.—Mr. F, 


god 


-ett ! ' 
AGW@IN £ 


H T HEAT R EB 


peice PL dog 
fuch a one 2s, Mi, eh ps Big to ses 


happy in her approbation of - 
his pai Fon Mr? Pro hone we ole 
é a! ey te of arp al 
i » a gamefter, hates his wife, 
has Ce oe wrue to tecommaend hinielf. 
—Mr. Quick. 
eater blacklegs, who wifhes to 
gain the niece of Sir Buzzard for a wife, 
and takes every unfair means to obtain 
7 involving Sir Buzzard and his 
Lady in, debt, that they may, favour his 


en. 
Colonel Staff—a bragging, empty cow- 
ard; in love with the Widen, Se Buz- 
zard’s fifter, who confents at laft to haye 
Servant—Mr. in. 
Grace—a pert chambermaid, and much 
a liar, —-Mrs. Wilfon. 
Clara—the ward of Mr. Ordeal, a 
Dd fimpl 


— 








nly 
; 
: } 
} 
‘ 
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ei 
ya 
15] 
¢ t| 
A 
4 
t 


410 Englifb ‘Theatres 


fimple, unfpeSting girl, who knows not 

to what to refer the growing feelings of 

her mind—innocent, and guilelefs, be- 

tes + ei loving Captain Douglas.— 
rs. Martyr. ; 

_ Tbe Widow—a wanton widow, courted 

by Colonel Staff, but who rather prefers 
elford, although afterwards the: gives 

t hand to the Colonel.—Mrs. Bates. 

” Honour——a clamorous chambermaid, 
Ful¥ Of pert confequence.—Mrs. Webb. 

Oe Soe apes niece of Sir Buzzard, 
and fecretly attached’ to Welford.--Mrs, 
T. Kennedy. “yet 
~"Mxflin—an intriguing milliner.—Mi/s 
Plats.’ we oa 

Lady Buxzard—a woman of fafhion, 
and Joft in the whirlpool of vanity and te- 
vity, married to a brute,’ hated by him, 
and hating him, yet ‘of nice honour.— 
Mifs Younge.” aes ao 

he bufinefs of this comedy confifts 
principally of the amours of Clata and 
Captain Douglas, and’ Welfold and Con- 
fiance. Many difficulties are “thrown in 
their way, by the machinations of Lad: 
Buzzard and Cheaterly, which give°ri 
to excellent fituations. The paflion of 


Ordeal for his ward is well conceived, and 
natural The -interefted views 


checked: 
of the Colonel, and the widow's readi- 


nefs to take him, ,although the knows, him ; 


to be a coward, are happily pourtrayed.— 


All the characters haveanuch bufnefs; if > rajfe her yoice fufficiently. 


we except Mrs. Honour, they all contri- 


_bute. to. the moral principles which the | 


Py} intended to anfwer, 

; congratulate Mr. M‘Nally on the 
fuceefs of this comédy. It received the 
moft unbounded applaufe from one of the 


P <a crouded ‘audiences we have witneffed 


feafon, It did. more than receive 
it.merited this applaufe. . The humour is 
exquifite, the moral and language keep 
pace in delicacy and force. Few come- 


“dies abound fo much in thofe fituations 


which are called ftage effect. Pexhaps 


there is not on the ftage a more laughable ‘ 


one than when the. Widow faints in We/. 


Sord’s arms, while at that very moment 


the is the laft perfon in the world he 
would with to be feen in company with, — 
The only fault we can find with this co- 


ned, and we mention it the rather be- 
too 


‘ may be removed, is, thafit is 
long by forty minutes. © ‘This may be 
cemedied by leaving out many of the fen- 


timents in the fecond a&, and fhortening 
. the fifth. This done, the comedy can- ~ 
not fail to have a véry extenfive run, and 
_ clofe the feafon with unufual eclat, 2 


‘ Capt. Banner, 


The prologue was excellently fboke 
by Mr. Wroughton. Tt is the produain 
of the gentleman who wrote'the | 
to Triftram Shandy. Mr, ’ 
ought to turn his thoughts to pro 
fpeaking. He gave us an excellent fy, 
cimen on Saturday night; and GOOd pie 
logue fpeakers are mugh'wanted. 
Mus Younge del the “epil 
with great propriety. It’ was ‘well ». 
ecived, particularly a. temporary allufn 
to a certain Admiral leaving the ocean fox 
the air. The epilogue, we underiand 
st rg by kr Morris, ‘@ brother of 
aptain ris, the - writi 
tai. ies . he Cr 
_..We. confefs—as ‘to the’ performen. 
that we have heard lef of the prompter 
than on Saturday night. We | te 
‘némiber more oecafion for him, and eve 
by' performers who feldom are 
Me. Henderfon was animated, and ener. 
etic in the delivery of the fentitheits an. 
nexed to his character.’ He feemed to ob. 
Merve Horace’s rule—Si vis me flere, &e, 
| Meffrs, Quick, Lewis, ° 
“Wewitzer, and Farren, were pe and 
layed charaéteriftically. Edwin, as ufua, 
looked and talked the audience into a mot 


~perteét good humour. ~~ 


Mrs. T. Kennedy executed what little 
: the anthor gave her to do with great pro- 
priety. She is too diffident, and doesnot 


rs. Wilfon and Mrs, Webb kept 

the ball with great-{pirit. _ ; 

__, Upon the whole, this comedy appeas 

_ before the public with the ftrongeft recom- 
mendations from. writing and aftng, 
‘which we have no doubt will be honoured 


by every fucceeding audience. 
” Mife You cdifplayed hes tafte in the 

_woman of fafhion, and got great applaule. 

Her drefs was an aflemblage ery, 

but for once Mifs Younge hy 
‘us. Itdid not produce the beft effet. 

' Mrs. Bates looked the charming widow, 

and was drefled with a becoming elegance 

and fimplicity, In her a€ting, the is al. 
_ Ways correct, ‘ 
s. Martyr, in her imitation ofnatre 
fimplicity, was not unfuccefsful. 


ON Thurfday, April 12, after the 
Fair Penitent, was prefented, 2 
_Covent-Garden, for the frit time, The 

Nunvery, a Comic Opera of two Ads. 


CHARACTERS 


Mr. Fobnfone, 
Forage, Mr. Rai, 





Mr. Edwin. 
Mr. Fearon, . 
Mr. Davies. 


Mr. Bannifter. 
Mrs. Martyr. 
Mrs. Kennedy. 
Mi/s Platt. 
Monks, Soldiers, &c. 

Among thofe releafed from the fatigues 
of naval and military duty by the termi- 
nation of the war, is Capt, Banner, an 
Englith officer, who had fome time be- 
fore gone volunteer to affift at the defence 
of Gibraltar, taking with him a number 
of his ttragg my beg men, fmugglers, 
and others, he had picked up along the 
Flemith coaft. The piece opens with the 
return of the Captain, attended by Forage, 
(as honeft and trufty a rogue as ever 
buckled on knapfack) and his other fol- 
lowers, alter having commended their 
zeal in entering into, and good condutt 
during their continuance in the fervice, 
the Captain difmniffes them, with a recom- 
mendation to return immediately to Eng- 
land, affuring them, that the certificates 
they carry home with them, will infure 
their for all their former. offences 
committed during the time they were en- 

aged in the praétice ‘of fmuggling. 

aving got fhut of them, he turns his 
thoughts towards his miftrefs Selina, a 

oung lady of fortune, niece to Mrs. 

pArcey, an old gentlewoman refiding in 
Antwerp, from whom he never could ex- 
tort any confeffion in the leaft favourable 
to his paffion ; Forage perfuades him: off 
the purfuit, declaring, that he is certain 
it is but going upon the forlorn hope ; 
but he fays, he has-fome reafon to think 
etherwife; and though he never could 
obtain any tender eénfetfion from Selina, 
attributes her coldnefs to her aunt D’Ar- 
cey’s influence over her, who, he knows, 
wifhes to bring about an union between 
her and her own fon, who is upon his tra- 
vels; however, to afcertain the ftate. of 
Selina’s heart, he refol. zs to fend Forage 
with a fham ftory of his death, This 
cummiffion Forage executes fo well, that 
Selina refolves upon immediately going to 
a nunnery, in {pite of all the remonftrances 
of her maid Terefa, who declares the hor- 
rors even of a feraglio are preferable to 
thofeof anunnery. F looking no 
farther than to Selina’s apparent grief at 
his news, reports to the mafter that her 
heart is feeurely his. Banner, charmed 
with the fuccefs of his fcheme, gives Fo- 
rage a letter to Selina, explaining his mo- 


ait 
tives for the little artifice he had made ufe 
of. Mrs, D’ Arcey, apprized of her nicce’s 
departure, queftions Terefa, who obitt- 
nately jem in difclaiming any know- 
ledge of her retreat. Mrs. D'Arcey quits 
Terefa, with this very wife and womanly 
conclufion, that Selina muft certainly 
mean to put an end to her exiftence, as 
the has leit alt the ornaments of her per- 
fon behind her. Terefa is now accofted 
by Peter, a monaftic wag, the porter of 
the Nunnery where Selina has taken fanc- 
tuary ; he comes with a letter from Selina 
for Banner's picture, which Terefa goes 
off.for, and Forage arrives with his cre- 
dentia's. He and Peter immediately re- 
cognize in each other an old acquaintance, 
and, by a number of fide-wind compli- 
ments, fhew they know one another tho- 
roughly, Terefa returning with «the 
picture, and finding how matters really 
ftand, Peter is difpatched with the Cap- 
tain's letter to Selina, and Forage to the 
Captain, with an account of the defperate 
ftep the had taken. 
The fecond aét opens with Peter'upori 
duty at the eeneey gates commenting 
upon the holine(s is funétion, and 
lamenting the death of his old friend the 
curate, for whofe lofs he however feems 
to find comfort in the contents of a pock- 
et piftol, and to which he feems preity 
often to refort. Banner, diftratted by 
what Selina had doné, fends Forage in 
the habit of amonk, to attempt, by fome 
defperate means, to get to her; Peter fays 
he will devife fome better means, and takes 
him off.’ ‘Thefe means we find ate, that 
Banner himflf fhould get into the nunnery 
as Mrs. D'Arcey’s own confeffor, declar- 
ing he can equip him with a habit for any 
rank between the orders of mendicants and 
a member of the conclave. Mrs, D*Arcey 
difcovering Selina’s retreat, and her only 
motive for withing an union between her 
‘fon and Selina being the acquirement of 
fortune, prudently concludes that half 
‘will be betrer than none, and to fecure 
that, urges the Abbefs to be particularly 
firenuous to ¥ rrmeny upon her niece to take 
the veil, and they will divide the fpoil. 
The Abbefs promifts to be vigilant, and 
pioufly declares, that though Selina’s for- 
tune will be a defirable re oe yet 
the well-being of her foul is her principal 
object. 
Banner 


having made his way to Selina, 
they are interrupted in their mutual blan- 
difhments, by Father Ambrofe, whom he 
not only compels by the terror of a piftol, 
and the allurements of a purfe, to’ marry 


Dds them, 
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them, but to carry them fafe out of the 
Nunnery. They are now attacked by 
Mrs. D’Arcey and a party of officers. 
Father _Arnbrofe likewife treacheroufly 
follows. them, denouncing the vengeance 
of the church, and heughaity demanding 
the affiftance of the officers, who declare 
that the too long ufurped influence and 
tyranny of the church, the liberal minded 
Emperor has put an end to in his domi- 
nions. The lovers finding all impediments 
to their happinefs removed, are tran{ported, 
and Mrs. D’Arcey, finding herfelf com- 
pletely foiled, makes a virtue of neceffity, 
and accepts her niece’s.offer of a general 
reconciliation. Peter complimenting him- 
felf on quitting the Nunnery, whieh 
manifefts at leaft the fagacity of a rat, 
who always quits a finking thip. 

There is a fhort fcene between Forage, 
and a party of monks, which had fome 
humour in st, but no way conneéted with 
the general intereft of the piece. 


Whimfical Affair at Weftminfter Hall. 


The dialogue of this piece, if nog ys 
humorous, was fprightly and delics 
and affifted by the comic powers of ick 
and Edwin, had a very pleafant 
The performers did great juttice to their 
feveral characters, a were received with 
much applaufe by a moft numerous and 
fplendid audience, 

The mufic comes from that excellen 


‘ mafter Shields. The overture, particu, 


Jatly the adagio, and quick movemen 
were truly excellent. The fongs were 
partly compofed, partly compiled, The 
former did great credit to Shields the 
beauty of the accompanyments particular. 
ly pleafed us. Edwin's comic powers 
were ably aided by the correfponding pee 
nius of the compofer. The whole was 
received with applaufe, and wil] rank 
among our beft bonnes bouches. The 
author of the opera and fongs, we under. 
ftand, is Mr. Pearce, a gentleman already 
known to the literary world, 





For the WESTMINSTER 


MacazZzin.e,. 


ACCOUNT of the /ate Hurtey-Burvty in West MinsTer-Hatt, 


Birr BROOM, fervant maid to an 
attendant of the Houfe of Co.wmons, 
was the innocent caufe of the couxt being 
thus moved, although no counfel had been 
retained in her behalf. A pattering was 
heard on the fky-light, and whether it 
was occafioned by the trundling of a mop, 
or water otherwile fcattered, we cannot 
afceriain. However, ‘udges, Jurors, 
Barrifters, aad Attornies with Few Bail 
and extempore Witneffes, were all on the 
wing in an inftant! and expeéted nothing 
lefs than the roof to fall in. 

The legal part of the aflembly, after 
having butfetted their way down the fteps 
to the hall, appeared in ‘* tattered robes,” 
fome with two wigs, and fome with none, 
like fo many chimney fweepers, colle&ted 
to celebrate the of May. A few in- 
dividuals met with particular difafters in 
their retreat. Mr. Rous fel] with his 
head againit a ftone, but as his /eull was 
of aconfiderable thickne/s, he-experienced 
no injury. Mr. Frog Morgan was obferved 
to leap away with extraordinary velocity, 
confidering his odd proportion. Bearcroft 
- during the confufion loft his briefs, but 

as they were obferved hanging on a but- 
ton of Mr. Er/kine’s coat, his clients ap- 
peared to rejoice in the transfer. Mr. 
Pepper Arden fell proftrate, and had his 
_ nofe fadly bruifed ; we are however happy 
to hear, that the ¢ewiff for which it was 


remarkable, is removed ;. for as it was 
ewarped in the fal! the reverle way, it is 
now become even. Garrow loft his wig, 
and charged a young woman with having 
it, who the moment before had rolled 
down the ft ps; and to fay truth, fome- 
thing like the wig had been obferved upon 
her during the tall, by the enior gentle. 
man of the bar, But the mott unaccount. 
able circumftance is, that the frmne/s of 
the Judges thould have been /aaken, al- 
though Earl Mansfield was amongft them! 
Lord Thurlow, who fat on the Chancery 
Bench, was no fooner apprized of the 
event, than he haftened to the fcene of 
confufion, and viewing the difoidered 
Engineers of Law, exclaimed, 


‘* How now ye fecret black and tye-wig 
hags!” 


The terrific found of his Lordhip’s 
voice, with his Sardonic afpeét, induced 
the aflembly to look up: they beheld the 
roof yet remaining, and nothing in a 
moveable ftate near it, fave a few ajpiring 
wigs from the heads of the junior coun- 


- fel, which were carried aloft by a ttrong 


gukt of wind: they derived courage from 
the circumftance, and again refumed their 
refpeétive ftations, to try, determine, 
plead, fwear, and give evidence, accord- 
ing to ufage! k 
or 
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For the WesTMINSTER MaGa@ines 


THE COURT OF APOLLO. 


BEING A 


SELECTION OF ORIGINAL AND FUGITIVE POETRY. 


For the Weftminfter Magazine. Thy wond’rous praifes we will thout 
Thro’ all the earth abroad, 
COD’s pistrncutsHInc Love ToMan,. On an none a, ‘i 
“ He paffed Ly Angels and faved us. jc. Cauranei. 


‘St. Paur. Bath, March 20, 178s. ™ 


infernal dee , ‘ 
oe cemnutanionsaiidlte For the Weftminfter Magazine. 
Where comes no chearing ray of hopc, 
To mitigate their pains. Ox SUNDAY. 
By tnt Same. 
The faireit of the radiant hoft ’ 
That fills the fhining world, HA! glorious day of facred reft, 
Are when they fin againft their Lord, Which faw our God arife 
With dreadful fury hurl’d. Triumphant from the fhades of death, 
And mount the azure fkies4 
But feeble child of duft é‘ 
yes of oo : Thou firit and belt of all the week, 
Rifes in arms *gainft heaven’s fupreme !=— On which to us "tis giv'n : 
His orders difobey ! To fing our lovely Jefu's praife, 
‘ And tafte the joys of heav'n ! 
What’s done! lo! mercy ftoops to earth, 
And pleads the finner’s caufe ! 
“ T have a ranfom found” fhe cries, 
To fatisfy thy laws ! 


Bleft day! from toil and labours free, 
And ev'ry worldly care! 

Type of that great eternal day, 
Which faints and angels thare ! 


Juftice accepts,——the Saviour leaves Still facred may’ft thou ever be! 
His Father's bright abode, May all the human race 

Where from eternity he reign’d Who bears the Chriftians’ honour’d name, 
Co-equal one with God, ‘ And own the God of grace, , 


He comes, array’d in human form, Join with the holy, happy few, 
The God who built the fkies ! Who now their voices raifey 

He comes, redeems the finful worm, And confecrate thy ev’ry hour 
Redeems—but oh! he dies ! ' To hymns of grateful praife} 


Great God, we're tempted to enquire Hail glorious day ! for ever bleft ! 
With all the hoft above, ‘ The beft of all the feven ! 

Whence fprings this great efteem for meng O”may we fpend thee here on earth 
And whence this wafte of love. As angels do in heav’n! 


~ woh — we feek to know, For the Weftminfter Magazine. 

or Gabriel ever yueft 

Why the Eternal Roop’ d fo low, VIRTUE, the only Burss below 
To make a mortal bleft. WN O joys of fenfe like confcious goodnefs 

. Pipe pleafe 

Well, mighty God, fince we can’t learn “More bright than glory, and more foft than 
From whence fuch kindnefs fprings, eafe ; . 

We will adore thy -facred name : In profpeét treacherous thofe enchant the eye, 
Qa all our tuneful ftrings, Yet when approach’d, illufive fleet and die: ~ 

. Still 
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Still others fprung, fill pleafe and cheat the 
fame, 

While hop'd foreemountains, when poffefs’d— 
a name. 

So charms a cloud with ev’ry colour gay, 

When from afar it breaks the feven-fold ray ; 

But, if we reach it we difcern no more 

The flattering colours {6 admir'd before. 

*Tis virtue reigning in the gen’rous heart, 

Alone can true fub{tantial blifs impart ; 

Tis this ftrong-beaming, though our noon be 


aft 
Bias tife’s fhort day, be fplendid to the laft ; 
Charms pain and ficknefs in the faint and fage, 
And melts to joy the hoar of frozen age ; 
In want, content (unenvy'd wealth) bettowsy 
In ficknefs patience, and in pomp repofe 5 
All wonders rife at her invoking breath, 
A life of rapture from the womb of death. 


AMICITIA, 


For the Weftminfter Magazine. 


A PRA YE R. 


QMaifcient Godhead! thy all-piercing eye 
Views the wide earth, and all the concave 


To thes the fore ia dacknele nnd the light; 

Ev'n -hells’ thick gloom is pervious to thy 
ht; 

Eternity les prefent to thy view, 

And future times can fhew thee nothing new. 

O thou! who gav’f me firft to fee the day, 

And knew'ft my wants befere I knew to pray, 

Indulgent, bow thine ear to my defire, 

And, hearing, grant the bleflings I require. 


Help me to fly what thou wou'dft, bave me 


UN, 

And ever let me pray, thy will be done: 

Let ufelefs riches ne'er engrofs my care, 

(The bane of piety, the mifer’s pray’r ;) 

Yet let my purfe the moderate ftore contain, 

‘To fatisfy my wants, and eafe my pain ; 
-.Aand when the needy at my threfhold ftand, 

To help their cares, and fill their craving hand, 

Preferve the friends who now endear my life, 

From reftle(s envy, and ungovern'd ftrife ; 

Firm and more firm the focial band unite, 

Make them ftill dear, and dearer to my fight; 

Nor let me view the unevitable dart, 

Sever their fouls and urge them to depart 5 

But rather ftop my own unglorious breath, 

And clofe my eye-lids with the hand of death. 


Give me a feat from city noifes free, 
Neat, plain, and fuited to the mean degree ; 
There let me nature's latent tracts explore, 
And live what ancient fages thought before. 
Yet let thy volume be my chief delight, 
Thought of my day, ang ftudy of my night ; 
Engrave its precepts on my yield‘ng foul, 
And by thy word my devious thoughts controul ; 
O let me be the faint thy pencil draws, 
Thy will my will, and all thy laws my laws: 


oy 


“* Wide, and more wide, extend my opening 
mind, 

*« To take each duty in of every kind: 

%¢ Till lov'd by thee, with ev'ry virtue blett, 

«¢ Thou may'ft behold thy image in my brea#.” 

May every year tranfcend the year that's pat, 

And that moft perfeét which hall prove the laf, 

lf een, thro’ ignorance or guilt I fall, 

Hlume my mind, my erring foul recall, 

Call forth contrition’s falutary tears, 

Confirm my faith, and diffipate my fears ; 

Blot out my ftains, my devious foottteps guide, 

¢ And lay the uplifted thunder-bolt afide,” 

Let me, like Hezekiah, live to die, 

The fatal hour for ever in my eye; 


_And whenfoe’er thou fummon'ft me away, 


In manhood’s firength, or life's declining day, 
May I obey thee, with a will refign’d, 
Belov'd of all, and loving all mankind, 


Amicirya, 


For the Weftminfter Magazine, 
PROLOGUE 
To FASHIONABLE LEVITIES, 


Written by Mr. Cuacrmers. 
Spoken by Mrs Warovucnton, 


JN Shakefpeare’s days we only play'd the fool, 
And men of tathion gave—not tookesthe 
rule ; 
Then Lords were grave, and Ladies graver ftil!, 
And only we, and clowns, had wit at will; 
His mind reje€&ted formal claffic lore, 
And drew from Nature's never-ending ftore, 
But authors now we often prove the fact, 
Mutt fafhion court, to teach us how to att. 
Expofe the follies which our itatutes {pare, 
And unprotected Virtue make their care. 
All nature now is cuffom ;—cuftom, law: 
And a. we bring—not what we think=»but 
‘aw. 
*Tis hard to vary your dramatic mirth, 
When every folly gives its likenefs birth. 
Which though in life, your laugh they may 
command, 
Will rather pall, shan pleafe, at fecond hand. 
*Tis harder ftill to fuit the general mind, 
And all our audience in our int’reft bind, 
Honeft John Bull, vex'd with the cares of life, 
With heavy taxes, and a {colding wife, 
Withes fome hours im hearing us to waite, 
Aad galloping dreary Dun is quite his tatte.— 
Sir Fopling too, his brains with claret addle, 
Pronounces comedy to be a Twaddle! 
His Lordthip by the privilege of folly, 
Is neither mufical nor melancholy ; 
Thinks every honeft bard @ gycer old Put,— 
** Damme! there’s nothing in a play like 
wou | 
The Politician’s all commanding pate, 
Would have us dramatize the affair of State: 
Make Whigs and Tories fight here face 
face, 
And teach the Patriots, Unity of — 
ome 





eat.” 
at, 
ae laf, 
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¢ fool, 
Smethe 


or ftill, 
vill; 
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Some cry for Sentiment, and fome for Wit, 
Aad yet our claim to either won't admit.— 
The Critic Bench! * from which there's no 


al 4 
Since for the Town they judge, andaét, and 
feel 


Did you but know what pangs an author hares, 

How throbs his heart with anxious doubts and 
cares ! : 

Let pait indulgence your attention keep : 

Though we be dull—Fuftice thould never fleep. 

And if to night no merit we can claim, 

The want of power, not will, deferves the 
blame ! 


* Looking into the Pit, 


For the Weftminfter Magazine. 


EPILOGUE 
To FASHIONABLE LEVITIES; 
(As Spoken by Mis YounGe.) 


Our growing Levities too clearly thow, 
That all our troubles from refinement flow. 
Two ages fince we valu’d plain attire, 
Blue-apron’d was the Dame, {traight-hair’d 
the Squire; 
They ‘call’d not houfhold bufinefs vulgar cares, 
Nor deem’d it ungenteel to fay theis pray’rs : 
But arts improv'd, new Levities arofe, 
And Ladies chang’d the fafhion of their clothes 
Hoop’d petticoats in ev'ry town were feen : 
The fnug rotunda’ pleas’é the virgin Queen, 
And beef for breakfatt ferv’d-her Lady-train 5 
No wonder that her failors baffled Spain. 
We've adm’rals now who plow the briny deep, 


'Throvgh azure ‘fkies and rolling clouds th 


fweep, ; 
Invade the Planets in.an Air Balloon, 
And ** fright from her propriety” the Moon== 
Yet ftill we've chiefs with love of glory fir'd ; 
But fo had Rome, when Liberty expir'd : 
We've ftatefinen too, who burn with patriots 


flame, 
But fo had Greece, when Greece had loft her 
fame. . 
Befs was a man, when danger call’é her pow'rs, 
She was a woman in her private hours— 
Few Levities, few luxuries the knew ; 
No cherries then in February grew : 
May-dukes in April on the bough hung green, 
And girls wore hanging-fleeves till full eighteen. 
Few — wea their daughters grace or 
enfe; 
But tell them tafte in drefs is excellence : 
Bid them the Levities of rank affume, 
And flaunt with fpreading bow, or nodding 


plume; 
Strut in a riding-drefs, to thew their thapes ; 
Or ftalk in boots, and coats with triple capes. 
Affefting eafe, but impudently free, 
‘The matron leans upon her cicifbee ; 
While cera fpofa {nugly keeps his wench, 
Defies his duns, and revels in the bench. 


“* Why, this is vice, not folly?” I agree ; 

But itill this vice proceeds from Levity. 

Some = there are which moral fenfe fub» 
Imes, 

A few blest fpirits, in the worft of times.- 

One in whom birth and piety are join’d ; 

Of native worth, and truly royal mind ; 

Who with benignant hand her bleffing pours; 

Who knows no Levities, but feels for yours. 


For ths Weftminfter Magazine. 
EPILOGUE-PROLOGUE, 
Written by B®. Toruam, Ef. 


And fpohen by Mrs. Wexi18, in the Charafter 
of Macuratny, after Taz Becca's 
on ERA, and before the Farce Tus 

oor, performed far the Time on 
Friday; April 15, for that ted Benefit. 


FORE yet the trade of juftice clofe my feene, 
E Might I, a hang-dog face, juit pop be» 


tween, 
And} — through the forms which cuftoms 
teac 


2 
Spite of all Grub-ftreet, make my own dead 
* {peech ? : 
Or would yeu rather tru fome tune that 
tells—— 


‘ Here’s the Laft Dying Words of Mary 
Wells,” 


Who fang herfelf mot mis’rably to death, — . 
€ondemn'd by you for murdering Macheath ? 


Hard in thefe times—fo little vice in vogue, 
That women fhould be forc’d—to play the 
ue | 


rogue ! 

But all things changeJohn Bull, of yore fe 
bluff, 

Now glides in thoe-ftrings, and a goat’s-beard 


muff 5 
While ftouter Mifs, at Mafter Jacky’s fide, 
With oilfkin hat, club’d hair, and giant ftride, 
Wrap’d round with horfeman’s coat and bugle. 
tkin belt, 
Seorning the fears which former miffes fele, 
Booted half way, and leaning on the pole, 
She waddles onward—like a dav-patrole; 


Say then—=can guards or Palmer's plan 
avail 

‘When female robbers will thus take =the 
il 


mail: 
Or fhall my pardon be denied by you, 

AGting a part—which greater ladiss do ? 

But biefs’d the age, where fexes meet each 


other, 
And fearce you know the fitter from the 
brother, | 
Where all the manly manners melt away, 
Loft in the {weet Mifs-Mafter of the day. 


Thus that grave houfe, whofe firm debate 
once hurl’d, 
Or peace or conqueft o'er a fubject warld, 
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In gentler ftrains of eloquence we fec— 

The weight of cotton-or the price of team 

And Europe's balance hangs well pois'’d in air, 

By Irith callico, or Wedgwood’s ware. 

To thefe itrange cuftoms even fcience chimes, 

And takes, like tafte, it’s fathions from the 
times 5 

Strip’d of the claffic forms. of gown and wig, 

Learning, like lead, now melts into a—Pig. 


Such the world’s change :—one word ere I 
depart, 
To pay the tribute of a grateful heart ; 
To mark thofe feelings, which, while you 
approve, 
No time, no tafte, no fafhion can remove. 


Thus far, for pait effence, our Rhymefter 

=<%" eads i=» ‘ 

As Prologue now our Epilogue proceeds, 

Paints what {trong fears poftefs our anxious 
mind— 

As undertakers—for the farce behind. 

A two hours fketch to-night we bring to fchool, 

Where I—no wonder that—ftill play the Fool ; 

The fool ?-—Your wifer heads with praife may 
crown it, 


But filly I~to play the fool, and own it! 


For the Weftminfter Magazine. 


ERSES to the Memory of a voune 
OrFIceER. 


By a LAD Ye 


NO grave, no cyprefs, hall thy memory 
trace, 

No long record to tell thy marfhall race ; 

My heart alone thy monument fhall be, 

Who fees thy Anna will remember thee, 

The altar in my heart to love affign’d, 

Now to Melpomene fhall be confin'’d : 

While I, the prieftefs of this mournful tale, 
From morn to vefpers, will thy Jofs bewail. 
Thou, my guardian genii, my God fhall be, 
For I will facrifice each day to thee, 

Tears from my heart; and when they ceafe 

their aid, 

Sighs fhall fill up the chafms they have made. 
Where was thy Anna, when thy noble foul 
Fixt the sefolve to foar above controul ? 

She would have footh’d thee from the daring 

deed, 

Or with her lov’d B—ch—-n—n bravely bleed. 
Thy bold example would adopt with joy, 

But to the merc’lefs world muft leave her boy ! 
There’s the ftrong tie, for which I ftill remain 
Lingering here, and bear the crawling chain 
Of loathfome life, deftin’d for thee alone, 
But I will teach his heart thy lofs to moan, 
And his young virgin tears thy memory grace, 
While I recount the deeds thy portrait trace ; 
White thy calm fpirit with benignant mien 
Shall pleafure draw from this pathetic fcene. 
No more the rofy morn is gay to me, 

Or noon-tide fun or evening mild I fee : 

But like fome pilgrim in a land unksown, 
Deep in the embow’ring wood the day far gone, 


Who fong has fought fome cooling rifling 
ftre 


am, 
Or friendly hermit’s lonely twinkling gleam, 
Fainting, fits down and views the: various 
{cene 
Of diftant landfcapes fading on his fight, 
In languid expectation of to-morrow’s light, 


For the Weftminfter Magazine, 
Tuz SUMMIT or HAPPINESS, 


HE powers whe watch o'er mortals-fate, 

Gave me a {mall undipp'd eftate, 
Something about four hundred clear, 
The rents forth-coming twice a year ; 
Hygeia faw my little wealth, 
Nor envied aught, but-added health ; 
And friendfhip too with open palm, 
Shed round my heart her gen'rous balm : 
Apollo too was pleafed t’infpire, 
Aad lent'me now and them his lyre, 
While nature gave a little tafte, 
And flattery faid my mufe was chafte, 
But more—thofe bieffings to endear, 
My bofom owned @ confcisnce clear. 
Thus bleft by fortune o'er and o'er, 
Who'd e’er fuppofe I -wanted more? 
Yet fomething ftillremained behind, 
Tho’ what—I ftrove in vain tofind; 
*Till heaven (to whom T prayed for life) 
Difcovered it, and gave a wife? * -o-h : 

3 , 


M. ¢, 


For. the -Wellminfier, Magazine... 
Ow FR TE N D'S‘H PP: 
Nomen-inang vales 
“ FRIENDSHIP adiea t-thou-dear deceitful 


good, 

*¢ How much profeffed, how little underftoot !” 
Unnumbered vain pretendérs lay-their claim, 
To thy true facred, and too injured name. - 
Like flies, attend the fummer of our day, 
While in the fen-beams of ourfortunes play; 
And when life’s winter clouded-fhades come 

on, 
Soon we behold the treacherous infe& gone, 
And find ourfelves deferted and ‘undone: 


Tie Harwoed. 


For the Weftsminger Magazine, 
oP ot. oe 
On Joseru Crump, of Worcelter, 


ONCE Ruddy and Plump 
Tho’ now a pale Lump 
Under this Jump 
Lies honeft joe Crump 
Who with’d to his neighbour no evil. 
But tho’ by Death’s Thump 
He’s laid on his Rump 
Yet up he hall jump 
When he hears the laft Trump 
And Triumph o’er Death and the Devil. 
MONTHLY 
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For the WestmMinsTER Macaawinegs 


MONTHLY CHRONICLE. 


Wednefday, March 30. 
Letter from Paris, dated March 24, fays, 
On Sunday the Minifter exchanged with 
the Dutch Plenipotentiaries, in the moft fo- 
Jemn manner, the Treaties of Alliance, of- 
fevifive and defenfive, between the Moft Chrif- 
tiaa King and their High Mightineffes the 
StateseGeneral of the United provinces of Hol- 


land, and it is expeéted the Marquis Verac did- 


the fame at the Hague ; fo that this weighty 
bufinefs is now brought to a final conclufion, 
much to the fatisfaction of the Envoys, from 
Holland, who-have been long preffing the con- 
clufion of this.affair, . The negociation between 
the Dutch and the Emperor begins again to 
drag heavily. 

The Gsth regiment is now ready to embark 


from Ireland, to relieve the 8th regiment‘in: 


Canada; the ether corps there, viz. the 29th, 
grit, 3qth, 4qth, and 53d, are not likely to 
be relieved till 1787, excepting the 44th, 
which is to be replaced by another regiment 
the next {pring. . 


Monday, at five o’clock, a dreadful fire 
broke out, in the houfe of Earl Spencer, até 


Wimbledon, which,. for want of water, en- 
tirely deftroyed the houfe, and the moft valua- 
ble part of the furniture, pictures, &c. 

Wimbledon-houfe was built by SarahDuchefs 
af Marlborough, the great grandmother of the 
prefent Lord, and colt thirty-eight thoufand 
pounds, befides the furniture, library, Sc. all 
of which was very.valuable, 

Out of the above lofs, which is made more 
confiderable by ths impoffibility of replacing 


feveral articles that had been many years col- _ 


lecting, we hear his Lordship is only infured 
to the value.of ro,ocol. 
Friday, April 1. 

An order has lately been fent te Ireland for 
two more regiments on that eftablifhment to 
be prepared to embark for foreign fervice: the 
number now going abroad from the fifter king- 
dom amounts therefore to 4,800 men, of which 
30°20 are to go to the Leeward Iflands, where, 
on the exchange of the garrifuns, there is to 
be an augmentatlon of 300 men in the ifland 
of Antigua, 250 at St. Kitt’s, 200 at Barba- 
does, 150 at St. Vincent’s — proportionably 


in the other fmaller iflands) more than omthe - 
late peace eftablifhment. The reafon of this - 


is, that the French have not reduced the num- 
ber of foldiers on the ifland of Martinico; and 
at St. Lucia they are collecting a garrifon nearly 
equal to that which was there at the breaking 
out of the late war, 


The 24th regiment, now quartered in the 


Weft of scotland, has received orders from the 
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War-office, to hold itfelf in readinefs to em- 
bark immediately at Port Patrick for Ireland, 
to replace the 6th regiment, which is ordered 
for Canada. 

The following men of war are now building 
at the King’s and Merchants’ yards in the 
river t 
+ Impregnable 90 
+ Boyne 98 
+ Windfor Caftle 98 
+ Prince go 
+ Minotaur 74 

Majettic OL 

Captain 74 


+ Swiftfure- 
Ramillies 
Colofius 
Somerfet 
Gorgon 
Adventurer 
Woolwich 

uilon 

Veteran 4 tdon 36 

The thips marked thus ¢ are building ay 
Woolwich and Deptford, 

Monday, April’4. 

A moft interefting event. to literature ‘has 
lately taken place in France, by the nomination 
of eight members of the Royal Academy of In- 
{criptions, who are to receive pay, and, as they 
drop off, be replaced by others of the fame ile 
luftrious body, for the purpofe of examining 
the MSS.-in the King’s library, and ‘from 
time. to. time publifhing either extracts from, 
or the whole of fuch as thall appéar’ to de- 
ferve it. ! 

A letter from Stockholm, ‘dated March 6, 
fays, On the 7th of Jaft month, a fimall fqua- 
dron, confifting of the Triton frigate, a mer 
chantman, three brigantines, and a yacht, 
failed from Gottenburgh, in order to take 
poffeffion of the Ifle of St. Bartholomew, 
which France has ceded to Sweden,’ and to 
form a fettlement there. 

A new experiment is trying in the King’s- 
yard, at Chatham, to feafon and préferve thip- 
timber, planks, é&c. which is done by fetting 
them on end, and pouring a liquid falinecom- 
pofition down them, with which the wood 
being impregnated, mo worm will thereafter 
touch or breed in them. The timbers of a 
new fhip of 100 guns, to be called the Royat 
George, are now preparing after this method, 
and the Queen Charlotte, of 100 guns, ordered 
to be built in the fame manner, are to have # 
fimilar operation. The planks of the Impreg- 
nable, of 90 guns, building at Deptford, are 
faturated with a fimilar liquid. 

On Friday evening, about fix o’clock, a new 
Aquatic Balloon was funk, a little above Weft 
minfter Bridge; the inventor was in ite A 
tube was fixed at the top for air; the Balloon 
drifted with the tide as far as Lmbeth-ftairs. 
In the interim, two fignals were made; the 
firit denoted that all was wel! ; but the fecond, 

Ec - that 


7% 
7% 
7¢ 
74 
7¢# 
44 


oe 
36 


Zealous 1% 
6 











218 


that he wanted inftant affiftance ; upon which 

the boatmen who attended, inftantly hauled 

up the Balloon; and found the man_ nearly 

drowned. It feems, that through fome miftake, 

the water got in: However, the inventor pur- 

pofes making a fecond experiment. 
Wednefday, April 6. 

The deereafe of population in America, fince 
the commencement of laft war, is now con- 
firmed by Congrefs. Their firft calculation 
was publifhed in 1775, for levying a proportion 
of taxes in each State, and amounted to 
35137,869 fouls. In January 1734, another 
computation was made, when the number of 
fouls was found to be but 2,389,300, fo that 
in.nine years only the populatiun of the United 
States was decreafed, 748,569 perfons. 

. Yefterday there was a general Court of the 
Diredtors-of the Bank of England, for the 
choice of officers, for the enfuing year, when 
Geoorge Peters, Efy. was elected Governor, 
and Edward Darrell, Efq. Deputy Governor 5 
and the following gentlemen, Direétors, viz. 

S. Beachcroft, Efy. Sam. Thornton, Efq. 


D. Booth, Efq. 
William Ewer, Efq. 
Peter Gauflen, Efq. 
William Halhed, Efq. 
Beefton Long, Efq. 
Job Mathew, Efg. 
ames Mauce, Efq. 
ofeph Nutt, Efq. 
Ifaac Ofborne, Efq. 
Edward Payne, Efq. 


Brook Watfon, Efq. 
and Alderman 
Mark Weyland, Efq. 
T. Boddington, Efq. 
Lyde Browne, Efq. 
Thomas Dea, Ffq. 
Daniel Giles, Efq. 
ohn Harrifon, Efq. 
ichard Neave, Efq. 
Thomas Raikes, Efq. 


Chrift. Puller, Efq. | Benjamin Winthrope, 
William Snell, Efq. Efq. 
Menday, April 11, 

It is reported that fome difagreeable accounts 
have within thefe few days been received re- 
Specting the conduét of the Dey of Algiers to- 
wards the fubjects of Great Britain, with whom 
that Potentate has lived in the greateit amity 
for many years paft. 

Mk, Logie, the Conful-General of Algiers, 
has received orders from Goverment to embark 
immediately for that State, where he has re- 
fided almott from his childhood with the higheft 
reputation. 

A Board of General\and Flag Officers is 
convening at the exprefs command of his Ma- 





jefty, to infpe& into the new fortifications now’ 


erecting at Portfmouth and Plymouth; who 
are to report their opinion on the fame. The 
Secretary at War has appointed the following 
General Officers, who have received their in- 
ftructions accordingly, viz. 
General Duke ot Ricumonp, Prefident. 

General Conway. 

General Lord Amherft. 
“General Lord Vifcount Townshend, 
Ljeutenant General Sit Guy Carlton, K. B. 
Lieutenant General Sir William Draper, K. B. 
Lieutenant General Sir William Howe, K. Be 
Lieutenant General Lord George Lenox, 
Lieutenant General Sir Robert Boyd, K. B. 
Lieutenant General Burgoyne. 

Lieutenant General Earl Percy. 
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Lieutenant General Earl Cornwallis, 
Lieutenant General Sir David Lindfay, K. 8, 
Lieutenant General Sir Charles Gray, K.B, 
Major General Pattyffon, Artillery, 

Major General Cleveland, ditto. 

Major General Bramhamy Engineers, 
Major General Green. 

Major General Roy. 

Major General Garth. 

Major General E. Campbell. , 

‘The naval department of the Board of Pn. 
quiry, refpecting the Duke of Richmond's 
fortifications, is appointed ; they are to receive 
their inftructions from the Lords of the Ad. 
miralty, and are to affemble on Monday the 
asth inftant, at the Fountain inn, in Port. 
mouth. 

4 D M.LAwhw'4::% 
Graves, Batrington, 
Montague, Milbanke, 
Pigott, } Hood. 

CA P.F AOR 
Hotham. 

J. Jervis, K. B. Member for Yarmouth, 

J. Luttrell, Surveyor-General of the Ord. 
mance, and Member for Dover. 

G. Bowyery Member for Queenborough, 

J. Macbride, ditto for Plymouth, 

Hammond. 

Each member of the Board is to be allowed 
40s. per day, during the time they are upon 
the above fervice, and to be allowed 2s. per 
mile travelling expences. They are alfo to 
take a Secretary (whe muft be a Field Officer) 
with the ftipend of 20s. per day, and an al- 
lowance.of 14d. a mile for travelling charges. 

Saturday morning, at three o’clock, a moft 
Greadful fire broke out at Lovel Stanhope's, 
Efq.. in Curfon-ftreet, May Fair, which en- 
tirely confumed the fame, and the adjoining 
houfe of Mrs. Cornwallis, widow of the late 
Archbifhop of Canterbury. The flames were 
fo rapid, that not a fingle article of plate, 
jewels, or furniture could be faved, and lady 
Catharine’s life was with great difficulty pre- 
ferved, being taken out of bed by two fervants 
wrapped up in a blanket. 

Yefterday Peter Shaw, fervant to Lovel 
Stanhope, Efq. was fully committed to New- 
gate by the Magiitrates of Bow-ftreet, on’the 
charge of robbing his mafter, and on fufpicion 
of fetting fire to his houfe. It came out in 
the examination, that this man, who had lived 
with Mr. Stanhope but three weeks, had rob- 
bed him of trinkets, medals, watches, rings, 
&c. to a confiderable:amount, and which he 
had fold to-a filverfmith in Weftminfter. Shaw 
confefied the robbery, but denied that he had 
fet fire to the houfe. 

Wednefday, April 13. q 

The Gazette of yeiterday has the following 
account from Madrid, dated March 29 :==That 
on Eafter Sunday, the 27th ult. the Portuguefe 
Ambafludor at that Court made his public 
entry into Madrid, and, in a formal audience 
of the King of Spain, demanded the Infanta 
Donna Charlotta (eldeft daughter of the — 

0 
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ef Aufturias) in marriage for the Infant Don 


Juan of Pi In the evening the contract 
was read and figned in the prefence of the Royal 
Family, the Grandees of Spain, and the Great 
Officers of State. After which the marriage 
ceremony was performed by the Patriarch of 
the Indies, his Catholic Majefly ftanding Proxy 
for the Infant Don Juan. 

The following are the beroughs in which 
members are elected upen the burgage-tenures, 
which the Minifter propofed to buy up, and 
the names of the reputed preprietors : 

Appleby—Earl of Lonfdale. 

Beeralfton---Earl of Lonfdale. 

Boroughbridge---Duke of Newcaftle, 

Beverly--- 

Cockermouth--Earl of Lonfdale. 

Eaft Grimftead—Lord Sackville. 

Heytefbury—Duke of Marlborough. 

Horfham—Lady Irwin. 

Knarefborough——Duke of Devonhhire. 

Malton—Earl Fitzwilliam. 

Midhurft—Lady Montague. 

Northallerton—Mr. Lafcelles. 

Pontefraét---Lord Galway. 

Richmond---Sir Thomas Dundas. 

Old Sarum---Lord Camelford. 

Thirfke---Sir Thomas Frankland. 

Weftbury---Earl of Abingdon. 

We are accuftomed to lool upon the French 
government as arbitrary and tyrannical, yet 
‘even there the liberty of the fubje€& is better 
preferved than may be imagined. ‘There every 
man’s houfe is his caftle, and no bailiff can 
enter it, though all the doors ftand wide open, 
to feize an unfortunate debtor, and drag him 
fiom the arms of his family to a loathfome 
prifon. Nay, they have one law that does 
honour to humanity; no man or woman can 
be arrefted, or even held in cuftody for a civil 
action, after feventy years of age, which is, 
with them, efteemed a time of life facred from 
fuch bodily diftrefies, confidering the natural 
infirmities to which it is then fubjeét. 

Friday, April 15. 

A letter ‘from famaica, dated Kingfton, 
Jan. 26, fays—The Mary, Captain Bowen, 
arrived on Sunday exprefs froma Black River, 
on the Mufquito fhore, with intelligence that 
a floop of war anchored on that coaft, from 
the Havanna, in December laft, on board of 
which were three Spanith officers charged with 
difpatches, from the Governor General of Cuba, 
Don Galvez, to Major Lowrey, Commandant 
of the Britith pot, at Black River, which they 
delivered tu him immediately after they landed. 
The tenor of thefe difpatches, it feems, was 
a peremptory requifition to know if Major 
Lowrey had received any official inftruétions 
from the Court of Great Britain or elfewhere, 
that authorifed him to withdraw the troops and 
inhabitants from that country, and giving him 
to underftand, that if the territory fhould not 
be vacated by March next, to the Spanith 
commander, he would affuredly pay them a 
vifit, accompanied by feveral thoufand in- 
tantry, and compel them to retire from the 
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country by force of arms. To this meflages 
we underftand, Major Lowrey returned no en- 
fwer, but after entertaining his vifitors in the 
mot hofpitable manner, gave an acknowledge- 
ment that he had received the difpatches, and 
promifed to fend a flag of truce to the Havanna, 
with his final determination on the fubjeé, in 
a fortnight after. It was the prevailing opi- 
nion, among the people at Black River, when 
the exprefs came away, that the are 
ferioufly difpofed to carry their threats into ex- 
ecution, and that they are making confidcrable 
preparations both at the Havanna, ard ia che 
neighbonrhaod of the Englifh fettlements on 
the Main, exprefsly for that purpofe. 

Through the fame channel we alfo learn, 
that 2000 Spaniards, well armed, were within 
fix days march of the Mufquito Shore, and 
that, in confequence thereot, Major Lowrey 
was, with unremitting ardour, putting the 
piace into the beft pofture of defence his fmall 
force would admit of.—He had alfo convened 
the chief of the Indians together, Aborigines 
of that country, who had promifed him in the 
moft folemn manner every affiftance and fup- 
port; fo that it may be reafonably expeéted, 
with the force already there, joined tov the 
affiftance which may be fent from this ifland, 
that our countrymen will be fully fufficient to 
baffle all the efforts the Spaniards may make 
to difpoffefs them of that valuable country. 

We are pofitively informed, that his Ma- 
jefty’s 3d regiment of foot, or Buffs, are now 
under orders of embarkation for the Spanith 
Main. It is alfo confidently reported, that 
another body of 400 effective men are to be 
drafted from the different regiments in this 
ifland, who are to be fent to the Mufquito 
Shore, in about a month, as a further rein- 
forcement to our brave countrymen in that 
quarter, 

Monday morning his Majefty’s loop of war 
Swan, attended by a fmall tranfport with 
arms and amunition, failed from Port-Royal 
for the Mufquito Shore.---Or board the Swan 
went paffenger, Major Mac Murdo, of the 3d 
regiment, who is charged with important d i- 
pitches to Major Lowrey, the particulars of 
which have not tranfpired. 

The arrival of the Spanifh armament at Le- 
guira, confifting cf ten fail of the line, and 
a large body of regular troops, is confirmed, 
beyond a doubt, by feveral private letters of 
indifputable authority from Cuba. This flee: 
failed from Cadiz in O€tober laft, under the 
pretence of fcouring the Algerine coaft of the 
numerous corfairs which infeft the trade of the 
Mediterranean ; and the fecret of its real defti- 
nation was fo well kept by the Spanifh Cabinet 
and the Commanders, that it had not tran- 
fpired in England, when the laft advices came 
from thence, which are dated the 12th of De- 
cember laft. 

‘By ano-her letter from Jamaica, dated Kinz- 
fton, Feb. 2, fays---A gentlemen of veracity, 
juft arrived exprefs from the Mufquito Shore 
and the Bay of Honduras, brings the following 

Ee2 P alarming 
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@larming intelligence: That about the 16th 
of December laft, a body of 500 Spaniards, 
well armed, took poffeffion of tHe ifland of 
Rattan, and drove a few Englith fithermery 
who had eftablifhed themfelves there, from 
their habitations. The Spaniards are with 
at diligence now fortifying that ifland, which 
as an excellent harbour on the South fide, 
from whence they mean to carry on their ope- 
rations, by fea, againft the Mufquito Shore. 

The fame gentleman adds, that large bodies 
of regulars and militia are in motion at Porto- 
Bello, Carthagena, Guatimala, Yucatan, Ta- 
bafco, and New Orleans, avowedly for the 
infernal purpofe of exterminating the whole 
mation of Mufquito Indians and their allies, 
the Englith, on that coait, fhould they afford 
them any fuccour or affittance. Don Mathias 
Galvez, Viceroy of Mexico, who is the plan- 
ner of this pivus expedition, has pledged him- 
felf to the Court of Spain, in the mot folemn 
manner, for its complete fuccefs, and has 
given the chief command to his fon, Don Gal- 
vez, now Governor of Cuba, The 2oth of 
March next is fixed for the commencement of 
hoftilities. 

When the laft advices came from the Muf- 
guito Shore, a Spanith frigate of 40 guns had 
arrived in the Gulph of Culce, and was lying 
at an anchor under Fort Omoa. Five hundred 
regular treops, and nine hundred volunteers, a 
raged banditti of mulattoes, meftees, and ne- 
groes, had alfo reached Truxillo, in the vi- 
cinity of the Bay of Henduras, which city is 
appointed as the general rendezvous of the force 
to be employed in this infernal expedition. 

To cppofe the numerous forces of the Spa- 
Niards, which are to be employed again{t the 
Mufquito Shore, and are faid to amount in the 
whole to 15,000 men, our brave countrymen 
there will have the affiftance of a large body of 
Regulars from this ifland, which, with their 
own force of goo men able to carry arms, 1000 
negroes, and upwards of 4coo Indians, who 
bear the Spaniards inextinguifhable ha*red, will 
be fuffcient, it is to be hoped, to biffle the 
T’ons in the execution of their mcf chrifian- 
lite project. ° 

The Spanith Governors {n all the provinces 
futrounding the Mufguito Shore, have pub- 
Sithed edits prohibiting all perfons, living 
within their refpective jurifdiGtions, from trad- 
ing with the Englih, or felling them provi- 
fions, either at the Bay of Honduras or at the 
Shore, under the fevereft pains and penait'es. 
In confequence of whi¢h, every {fpeces of 
fiiend'y interccu“fe is at an end between the 
two nations in that quarter. 

By a perfon who left Carthagena, the r2th 
of December lait, we are informed, that the 
Spaniards were beating up for volpnteers in 
that city, with great induftry ; and that troeps 
were moving from all quarters, to affift in 
routing the Engtiih, and in gstirpating the Sa- 
vages trom the Mufquito Shore; yet, what- 
ever may be the amount of the boalted arma- 
maent of the Dons, we may yeature to proe 
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nounce, that if proper and timely affiftanee be 
fent from this country, it will be fcarcely fur: 
ficient to difpofiefs the Englith of the lands 
they occupy on the Continent. 

Intelligence has alfo been received from the 
above ifland, dated Kingfton, Feb. 5, ‘Thy 
laft Thurfday morning the tranfport thip Beli. 
fatius, having on board his Majefty’s 3d regi. 
ment of foot, failed from Port Royal, under 
convoy cf his Majefty’s frigate Iphigenie, ang 
the Ariel loop of war, on an expedition of 
confequence. 

Such is the fierce implacable refenrment 
which reigns between the Mufquito Indians 
and the Spaniards, that whenever either party 
take any prifoners they are inftantly put to 
death without mercy. The Indians are more 
particularly rigid upon thefe occafions ; for at 
all times, when a Spaniard is fo unfortunate as 
to fall into their hands, they cut off tre ears 
and nofe of their miferable viétim, then fcalp, 
and afterwards butcher him with inexorable 
feverity. 

According to letters from Gibraltar, by a 
fhip arrived at Portfmouth in twenty-two days, 
the Algerines have commenced hoftilities againtt 
the Britith flag, by the capture of two thips 
which they have carried into port; the Englith 
Conful at Leghorn having intelligence thereof, 
made it known to Commodore Lindfay, who 
fent a floop to enquire into the circumftances, 
and to demand a reftitution; but having re- 
ceived no anfwer, a fecond application was 
intended. 

Wednefday arrived an over-land packet from 
Bengal; by which there is advice-of the death 
of Mr. Wheeler, one of the Supreme Cauncil. 
Shipping News, received the 13tb of April, 

1785, from Bombay, in Nowember laft, 

The Refolution, completely loaded and to 
be difpatched in a few days. 

Sir Edward Hughes, with the Sultan, De- 
fence, Worcefter, and Eagle; Active and Eu- 
rydice frigates, with the Lizard floop. 

The Briftol, left at Tellicherry, where an 
hofpital is eftablished for the fick of the fqua- 
dron---Sir Edward Hughes, to fail for Eng- 
land, in the Sultan, the beginning of Decem- 
ber, with the Eurydice frigate. The command 
of the fquadron to be left with Capt. Andrew 
Mitchell. All the thips for Coaft and Bay, 


which failed ahe Jaft feafon from Europe, are . 


arrived at Fort St. George. The Alfred, 
which had failed for China, returned to Bom- 
bay, after being out two days, in a very leaky 
ftate, and has heen docked.—-Employed on the 
Malabar Coait, and, on her return will be 
difpatched for China. 
‘The Glatton, failed for Bengal, the latter 
end of September. 
Lord Camden, fent to Fort St. George. 
Bonibay Grab, difpatched to Bengal. 
Europa, to be the next fhip for Europe, and 
to fail next month. 
Royal Admira!, employed on the Malabar 


coaft, 
Wednefday 
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reftors for the Eaft-India Company, at their 
aoufe in Leaden-hall ftreet. On cafting up 
the poll, the numbers were as follow : 


Wednefday came on the eleétion for fix Di- 


For George Cuming, Efq. 690 


John Roberts, Efq. 6g0 
Lionel! Darell, Efg. 675 
Jacob Bofanquet, fq. 671 
Jokn Townfon, Efq. 649 
Thomas Cheap, Efq. 617 
Thomass Fitzhugh, Efq. 611 
John Scott, Efq. 548 
john Travers, Efq. 460 
Robert Mendham, Efq. 202 
Richard Wyatt, Efq. 61 
The fix firit were declared to be duly 


elected. : ® 

William Devaynes, Efq. is appointed Chair- 
man of the Eaft-India Direétors, and Na- 
thaniel Smith, Efq. is appointed Deputy- 
Chairman. 

Monday, April x8. 

A letter from Gibraltar, dated March 20, 
fays, All the new fortifications, the majority 
of which are cut out of the rock, are made 
bomb proof, and in general fo artfully con- 
trived, that thofe appointed to defend them 
will be total y under cover, a matter which 
mutt be of the utmoft confequence in any fu- 
ture fiege. The Mole is nearly cleared of the 
ewrecks of the Spanith gan-boats: above 140 
pieces of cannon, many of them brafs, have 
been taken up, and feveral will be ferviceab'e 
as they were quite new, and have not laid long 
enough in the water to damage them. 

Friday the Furfer of the Kent homeward- 
bound Eaft-Indiaman, arrived at the Faft-India 
Hovfe, with the agreeable news of the above 
thip being fafe arrived off Kinfale, in Ireland, 
from China. 

His Majefty has created the following gen- 
tlemen Peers of the kingdom of Ireland ; 

Mr. Malone—Baron Lunderland. 

Mr, ©’Callaghan—Baron Lefleen. 

Mr. Maude—Baron Mount Alt. 

Mr. Gardiner=-Baron Mount Joy. 

. And the wife of Mr. Forfter, Baronefs 
rie}. 

The Renegado Muftapha, General of the 
Bombadiers in Turkey, is faid to be the in- 
famous Jones, who was capitally convicted in’ 
1772, but was pardoned. 

It is a circumftance worthy of remark, that 
fifty-five Members, about a ninth part of the 
Commons for England, are fent into the Houfe 
by 364 voters; which number, according to 
tnat calculation which makes a juft divifion of 
the Freeholders of this country, ought not to 
tend one. How far this wants reforming, let 
the public determine. 

A large veffel is now fitting at Sheernefs 
for the purpofe of employing conviéts in the 
ziver Medway. She is to be ftationed off 
Gillingham and the conviéts from the Kent, 
and other neighbouring Aflizes, are to be fence 

thither, 
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Wednefday, April 20. 
Monday a Court of Direttors met to read 


the difpatches received by the Surprize packet 


from 
Council, dated the 13th of November, con. 


ngal, --- Letters from. the Supreme 


firm the death of Mr. Wheelers The King 
of Delhi’s Prime Minifter, Aphbrafab Cawn, 
has been affaffinated ; Shauzadda, the young 
Prince of Dethi, had tried every method to 
return to his father’s dominions, confiftent with 
his own honour and perfonal fatety ; but every 
negociation as yet proves ineffectual ; he is @ill 
at Lucknow. Mr. Haftings ftates the Com- 
pany’s refources to be in fo flourithing a fitua-, 
tion, as to enable them to pay off the bond 
debt with intereft, in a fhort time. 

The Glatton, ——, from Bombay, is ar- 
rived at Bengal. “ 

The Refolution, ——, failed from Bom- 
bay for Europe, the latter end of November 
laft. 

Captain Phillips Cofby is appointed by the 
Lords of the Admiralty to fucceed Sir Joha 
Lindfay as Commodore of the Britith fquadrom 
in the Mediterranean, to which place he goes 
out in a frigate next month. 

Friday, April 22. 

Aletter from Conttantinople, dated March 3, 
fays, ‘Till now the paflage of the Dardanelles 
has been denied to all foreign veffels; but the 
Divan begin to think the enjoyment of that ex- 
clufive right burthenfome rather than bene- 
ficial; and it is in contemplation to permit 
France and Spain to keep twenty fail of ships 
each in the Black Sea, and to confruét in the 
port of Trebifond a citadel feparated from the 
town, In exchange, the Court of Spain is to 
allow the Ottoman flag the free paffage of the 
Straights of Gibraltar into the Ocean, and the 
French Court to grant them an equal privilege 
in the Swedith port of Gottenburgh. 

The Dutch have launched four fhips of the 
line fince the peace, and they have three others 
readytolaunch. During the war they launched 
nine new fhips of the line, which make an ad- 
dition of feventeen to their navy in the courfe 
of four vears. 

The Europa man of war, with Admiral 
Innes on board, arrived at Jama:ca (according 
to letters from France) on the 2oth of Fe- 
bruary, all well. 

The following are the thips .of which the 
Eaft-India Company have received intelligence 
of their fafe arrival indndia by the Surprize 
packet, Capt. Afquith. 

The Poniborne, Capt. Hamet ; Contraétor, 
Rogers; Foulis, Blackford; and Middlefex, 
M‘intofh, failed from England December 13, 
1733. 

“ te Valentine, Captain Lewis ; Bevington, 
Johnftone ; Royal Charlotte, Price ; Hillfbo- 
rough, ‘Hardcattle; and Cornwallis, Aber- 
crombie, failed from England January 1784, 

The Earl Manstield, Capt. Frafer 5.. and 

Neptune, Scott, failed from England Fee 


bruary 1784. The 
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The Camden, Capt. Walker; and Royal late that unhappy province; nor is the earth 
Admiral, Huddart, failed fam England March _ there totally free from tremors. 
q A letter from Liibon, dated April 9, fays, 
The thip Bellona, Capt. Richardfon, is On Saturday faft this Court having received 
gone on a voyage to Malacca and China, from the news of the celebration of the Marriage of 
awhence fhe is to proceed tu the S. W. coaft of the infant Don Juan of Portugal, with the 
America. She failed the 11th of May. Infanta of Spain, orders were immedjat 
The Afia {now from the Eaftward, but laf given for three days illuminations and g 
from Memlapatam, is lott at the entrance of and the Ambafladors and Foreign Min; 
~Hoogly River. A'l the crew, but a few Laf- were admitted to pay their compliments to her 
gars, perished, who fwam to Sauger Ifand. moft Faithful Majefty and the Royal Family, 
An American fhip has been at the Cape of on Monday laft, upon this ogeafion. ’ 
Good Hope. Her further deftination was not The Infant Don Juan being now in a fair 
known. way of recovery from the meafles, the cee. 
Mt. Haftings has taken his paffage for Eng- mony of the Spanifh Ambaffador’s public entry, 
tand, and nothing but the death of the next to make the demand of the Portuguefe Prin, 
gentleman to him in raik, will keep Mr. H.  cefs, is fixed for Monday next, the rith ing, 
in India. . The contract of marriage is to be figned in the 
The Dutch are now put into pofleffion of forenoon of the fubfequent day, and the ce. 
‘their town and fort of Chinfurah, but with fe- semony of the marriage is to follow in the 
veral reftritions, which they were not under afternoon. 
before the war. Letters from Bengal, dated in December, 
The heat at Mefulapatam laft fummer was ftate, that the fhips Southampton and Van. 
very uncommon and extraordinary, the ther- fittart, failed the roth of December ; the Bef. 
mometer was up at 109, and at Ellore rofe to borough and Valentine were to fail the acth 
the aftonifhing height of 120 out of the fun. of the fame month; the Mansfield, Hillfho- 
There has.been a mutiny of the black ca- rough, and Barrington, to be difpatched as 
swalry in Englifh pay, at Arnec, on acccunt of foon after as their lading could be completed, 
areais; they have made their officers pri- which was expected in the courfe of January 
foners, following. 
Six Midfhipmen, who were taken by. Mon- The Pigot was to fail from Madras for Eue 
fieur Suffrein in the captured fhips, and fent rope in all January. 
wp to Tippoo, have renounced both their coun- The Europe was to fail for Europe a few 
try and religion, and voluntarily turned Ma- days after the 10th of December. 
hometans; tlicy have manied Mahometan Qn Saturday afternoon fome difpatches were 
women. received at Lord Carmarthen’s office, from the 
A letter from Calcut'a, dated Nov. 30, fays, Earl of Chefterfield at Madrid, which were 
Peace is univerfally eftablifked here, and pro- of fuch import, that they were immediately 
mifes to be permament. Nothing occurred forwarded tu the King at Windfor. It feems 
fcr fome time except the fate of thofe who that in refpeét of the affair of the logwoud 
went upon the Malabar coaft. Out of nine cutters in South America,-or as it is more 
officers four only are alive, and forty only re. commonly known by the name of the Muf- 
main of the third company, which confifted quito Shore, the Spaniards have become ac- 
of 350. cufers, infifting that by the accounts from 
Ata Court of Common-council, held ye- Don Galvez, the Governor, as well ag from 
fierday, a bill was produced for applying to other information, that the Englith fettlers 
Parliament to authorife this City to purchafe have been the aggreffors, encroaching upon 
a fcite of ground in Giltfpur ftveet, or a piece the boundaries, and treating the Catholic 
of ground in Grub-ftreet, which ever fhould be King’s fubjeéts with violence, and his officers 
bett approved of, for building a Compter or with difrefpe&t. This matter is now come 
Compters for this City, which was agreed over in the form of a memorial, to which our 
wpon, and the bill ordered to be prefented. Court will be under the neceffity of giving an 
Alfo the heads of a bill to allow a toll to anfwer, which will not a little perplex Go- 
be collected. on Sundays (fer horfes and car- vernment, as the bufinefs is of a ferious kind, 
riages only) on the South fide of Blackfriars- and, if improperly managed, may lay the foun- 
bridge. After a Jong debate, whether the dation of a frefh difpute between Spain and 
faid toll fhould be collected at the Bridge foot, Great Britain. 
er at the Circus, it was at laft agreed the Wednefday, April 27. 
Circus fhould be the place appointed, as being ‘i 
Tikely to he moft productive. 
Monday, April 25. 


tly 
ala, 
fers 


Highnefs the Princefs Mary, who entered into 
: the 12th year of her age, feveral of tne No- 
In the Gazette of Saturday, there is an ac- bility went to comp!iment her on the occafion; 
eount from Italy, that an epidemical diforder, as did alfo her Royal brother, the Prince of 
the natural confequence of*the bad air from Wales. 
the ftagnated lakes, formed by the earthquakes 


the | The Sieur Doray, an officer of cavalry, had 
tm Calabria, conunucs to aflict. and deporw 


the 15th inftant, the honowr to prefent to the 


King 


Monday being the birth-day of her Royal _ 
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Ring of France, a clock of his own invention, 
which was executed by the Sieur Lamy Gouge, 
of Verfailles, ‘The globe inclofing the clock, 
reprefents a Montgolfier, or Balloons which 
every Sunday at the laft ftroke of twelve rifes 
from the marble pedeftal, and takes up a gal- 
lery, in which are feen figures reprefenting 
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April 5. Rev. Henry William “Majendiey 


M. A. to be a Prebend of Windfor, vice Dre 
Thomas Bray. 


16. Mr, William Caflon, to be Letter 


two aerial travellers. ‘To the ingenuity of the founder to his Majetty. 


device, this work adds great fkill in the 
execution. 
The advices from Germany and Holland, 


Sir Robert Laurie, Bart. Knight Marfhal of 


Scotland, vice James Erfkine, Ef. 


19. Earlof Leven, to be his Majefty’s High 


during the courfe of this month, have been fo . Commifitoner to the Church of Scotiand. 


various and contradi€tory, that nothing can be 
faid with certainty concerning the final iffue of 
the difpute between the Emperor and States of 


Holland. 
Thurfday, a os! 28. , 

A letter from Capt. R. Kendall, of the 
thip Brothers,, dated March 4, fays, 1 left 
Sierraleon the 4th of February, and durft not 
fiay any longer, as I was fearful of being ftop- 

by a French frigate, who is arrived there. 
full of foldiers, and feems in a great hurry in 
erecting batteries in different parts of the river ; 
they have finifhed one battery at Gambay 
Ifland, and am informed they intend having one 
at Taggareen Point, and one at Forry Point, 
as well as a battery on the Cape; two more 
French fhips of war are daily expected to join 
this frigate ; fo that I fancy no more Englifh 
veflels will be fuffered to go into that river. 

John Adams, Ef. is, by the Congrefs of 
the United States, appointed to be Ambaffador 
to the Court of London; and Col, William 
Smith, late~Aid de Camp to his Excellency 
General Wathington, is appotnted to be Se- 
cretary to the Embafly. 

According to letters from Gibraltar by the 
Neptune, Commodore Lindfay was not arrived 
there on the 2d inft. but was hourly expected, 
The Sphynx frigate, of 24 guns, is coming 
home, and it was expeéted the Commodore 
would take his paffage for England in her; as 
the Trufty, of 50 guns, was to continue on 
the ftation. 

General Haldimand goes out in the Salif- 
bury of 50 guns, with Admiral Campbell, with 
whom he is to make a furvey of the fortifi- 
cations at Newfoundland, and from thence a 
frigate is to carry him to his Government, at 
Quebec, 

The following fhips are to be launched next 
month: Royal Sovereigns 110 guns, at Ply- 
mouth; Excellent, 74, at Harwich; Belie- 
rophon, 74, at Rochefler; Medufa, 50, at 
Plymouth ; and fix frigates at diiferent 
places. 

On Friday laft the Governor and Directors 
ef the Bank of England came to a refolution 
of extending the loan of two millions die to 
them by Government for one year longer, 
which immediately rofe the ftocks three quar- 
ters per cent. 

It is faid that the Dire@tors of the Bank 
have agreed to lend Government from two te 
three millions at five per cents 


MARRIAGES, 


March 28. Rev. John Sherley Fermor, to 
the Hon. Mifs Catharine Burton, eldeft daugh-. 
ter of Lord Conyngham. 

31. Roger Longden, Efq. of Doftors Com- 
mong, to Mifs Chapman, of the Strand. 

April 2, Thomas Burrowes, Efq. to Mife; 
Greenland, daughter of Auguftine Greenland, 
Efgq. of Newman-ftreet. lati ; 2 

5+ Rev,.Robert Wright, to Mifs Calvert, 
daughter of the late Richard Calvert, Efg. of 
Hall Place, in Kent. 

7. Capt. Trotter, of the 1ft dragoon guards, 
to Mifs Dent, daughter of Robert Dent, Efge: 
of Clapham. ’ ‘ 

Mr. Andrew Kinfman, merchant, of Ply= 
mouth, to Mifs Catharine Poole, eldeft daugh- 
ter of William Poole, Efq. of Cheapfide. ; 

g- Mr. Marthy of Tokenhoufe-yard, to Mifs 
Walker, of Bafinghall-ftreet. : 

Col. Stevens, of the (i regiment of. guards, 
to Mifs Hulfe, daughter of Sir Edward Hulfe, - 

11. Revs Henry. William Majendie; Canon 
of Windfor, to Mifs Routledge. “3 

12. Rev. George William Auriol Drum= 
mond, fon ofthe late Archbithop of York, to 
Mifs Marfhall, daughter of Capt. Marfhall, of- 
the navy. 

14 Mr. William Walton, of Girdlers-hall, 
to Mifs Juliet Charlotte Camden, daughter of 
John Camden, Efy. of Batterfea. 

15- Col. Trigge, of the 12th regiment of 
foot, to Mifs Henley, of Windior. 

16. William Hine, Efq. of Doors Com. 
mons, to Mifs Dorothy ingle, of St. Mary 


xe. 
20. Lieut. Colonel Morfe; of the enginéers, 
to Mifs Godin, daughter of Stephen Peter 
Godin, Efq. of Southgate. ° 
At Calcutta, John Hill, Efq. Major of Ar- 
tillery in Bengal, to Mifs Griffich, daughter of 
R, Griffith, Efq. of Broad-ftreet, Soho.. 


Ct. Brews Ss 

April 20. Lady Percy, wife of Earl Percyy 
of twins, a fon and a daughter. 

The Hon. Mrs. Stewart, of a daughters. - 


ai. Lady Sefton, of a fons P 


DEAT. 
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March 24. Sir Patrick Honfton, Bart. 

Rev. Dr. Thomas Bray, Rector of Exeter- 
college, Oxon, Prebend of Windfor, and Rec- 
tor of Bix, in Oxfordthire. 

The Right Hon. Clotworthy Upton, Lord 
Templetown, uf the kingdom of Ireland. 

30+ Mr. Hall, Affiftant-groom of the wine- 
eellar at St. James’s. 

ax. Henry Savage, Efq. formerly a Di- 
re€tor of the Eaft-India Company. 

Brigadier General Browne, 

April 2. Dr. John Parfons, Reader in Ana- 
tomy, and Clinical Profeffor at Oxford. 

7. John Dixon, Efq. of Bromfield, in Effex, 
ated 98, and two hours afterwards, Robert 
Dixon, his only fon. . 

8. Hon. Robert Bruce, of Kennet, a Lord 
Commiffioner of Jufticiary in Scotland. 

11. Mrs. Brown, of Bedford-fquare, aged 
zoz. 

The Countefs of Aldborough, Lady of the 
Earl of Aldberough, of the kingdom of Ireland. 

13. Francis Gulfton, of New North-ftreet, 
Red-Lion-fquare. 

14. William Whitehead, Efq. Poet Laureat. 

John Cox, Efq. of Lincoln’s-Inn, Barrifter 
at Law. : 

Lewis Buckle, Efq. of Upper Seymour- 
ftreet, Portman-fquare. 

Ip Jerfey, Thomas Durell, Efq. Vifcount 
of that ifland. 

ts. Sir John Dyke Ackland, Bart. 

18. Rev. Dr. Grefley, of the Four Oaks, 
Warwickihire, Rector of Seal, in Leicefter- 
fhire. 

Hon. Mrs. Margaret Stormont, daughter of 
the late Lord Stormont, and fifter to Earl 
Mansfield. 

20. Mrs. Penn, reliét of Richard Penn, Efq. 
formerly Proprietor and Governor of Pennfyl- 
Vania. ; 

Mr. Perry, Steward of Chrift’s Hofpital. 

Mr. Jones, hop-factor, in the Borough, 
aged 96. 

25. James Horsfall, Efq. Under Treafurer 
of the Middle Temple, Vice Prefident of the 
Bumane Society, and F. R. S. 


Se AR ER OP Ys, 


George Daniell and Samuel Daniell, of Kil- 
gervan, Pembrokefhire, iron-mafters. 
Ezra Eagles, of Cropredy, Oxfordthire, 


Carriere 
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Archibald Smith, of Monk We: * 
fhore, Durham, bread-baker, peu 
fo Dobb, of Hunflett, in Leeds, maltfter 
iliam Brown, of Oxford, thop-keeper, ‘ 
Anne Jofeph De Serres De la Tour, of p,ij. 
Mall, merchant. 
“John Langhorn, of Barbican, broker. 
homas Watfon, of Low Lights, Northym. 
berland, brewer, 

William Randle, of Brentwood, Effex 
ney, {crivener. 

Jofeph Harris, and Samuel Harris, other. 
wife Heary Nelthropp, of Dowgate-hill, mer. 
chants. P 

. Henry Radley, of South Shields, Northum. 
berland, mafter mariner. 

Thomas Parke, of Lancafter, merchant, 

@harles Chapman, of Leadenhall-ftreet, thoe. 
maker. 

George Walker, of King’s-Arms Paffage, 
Cornhill, wine-merchant. 

Thomas Bradock, of Mumford’s-coutt, 
Milk-ftreet, button-feller. 

John Freeman, of Falmouth, merchant. 

John Davis, of Whitchurch, Oxfordihize, 
dealer. 

Benjamin Oakey, of Swanfea, grocer. 

Chefs Stedman, of Laurence-lane, ware. 
houfeman. 

Robert Stennett, of Bath, watchmaker. _ 
William Brailsford, of Doncafter, tphol- 
fterer. ; 

John Mackenzie, of Adam's-court, Old 
Broad-ftreet, carpenter. ox. 

Jofeph Smith, of North Shields, Northum- 
berland, linen-draper. , 

John Lloyd, of Wells, Somerfetthite, grocer, 

Philip Chandler, of Great Bookham, Sur- 
rey, viétualler. Ags 

John Chamberlin, of Narrow Wail, Lam- 
beth, timber-merchant. 

Jofeph Oakley, of Liverpool, merchant, 

Thomas Mitchell and John Cleeter, of Co- 
ventry, ribbon-weavers. 

William Greaves, ‘of Spital-fquare, ‘filk- 
broker. 

James Hooker, of Ipfwich, linen-draper, 

George ‘Townly Stubbs, of Newport-ftreet, 
printfeller. 

John Baker, of Church ftairs, Rotherhithe, 
fhipwright. : -P 

William Aftley, of Pancras, vidtualler. 

Harry Morgan, of Tenby, Pembrokehhire, 
linen.-draper. 

John Merrington, of Dean-ftreet, South- 
wark, merchant. 

Abtaham ‘Thornton, of New Malton, York- 
fhire, mercer. 
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ACKNOWLEDGEMENT 


— 


TO CORRESPONDENTS. 


Our poetical Correfpondents will find that we have paid attention to their favours. 


The profe articles contributed for this month, were fo numerous, that we have been obliged 
to omit many, which are intended for infertion in our next. 


bee DawZemAntiquariusDabble, and fome others, are received, and under confiderations 














